
FXO2022 
 

1 
 

 

c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Curriculum 
_______________________________________ 
 
Unit 1: English Literature – Of Mice and 
Men by John Steinbeck 
 
Miss Odell 

Name: 



FXO2022 
 

2 
 

What will I be learning in this unit?  Why is it important that I learn this? 
In this unit, you will read the ‘Modern Prose’ text, ‘Of Mice and Men’ in preparation for the IGCSE 
English Literature examination.  This is a seminal text exploring 1930s America, the life of 
migrant workers and societal structures, beliefs and values at the time. 
 
In our initial study we will read the text in its entirety with a focus on key events within the 
narrative, characterisation and significant themes.  Then across the year, after this initial read, 
we will delve deeper into the characterisation and core themes in order to prepare ourselves 
for Question 3 of your IGCSE English Literature examination.  

What will my assessment piece be? 
Reading 

Assessment 
Examination response linked to either character or theme. 

How will I be assessed? 
Reading 

 

 
 

AO1:  
Reading for understanding – selecting and interpreting 

information, ideas and perspectives 

AO4: 
Comparing across and between texts and the influence 

of different contexts  

 
Assessment: You will sit a range of practice questions linked to Of Mice and Men, with a focus on 

character or theme. 

Assessment criterion: 

AO1: Demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding of texts, 
maintaining a critical style and presenting an informed personal 

engagement 

AO4: Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and 
the contexts in which they were 

written 
Level 5 • Assured knowledge and understanding of the text. 

• The response shows assured personal 
engagement and a perceptive critical style. 

• Discriminating use of relevant examples in support 

Level 
5 

• Understanding of the 
relationship between 
text and context is 
integrated 
convincingly into the 
response 

Level 4 • Thorough knowledge and understanding of the text 
• The response shows thorough personal 

engagement and a sustained critical style. 
• Use of fully relevant examples in support 

Level 
4 

• There is a detailed 
awareness of the 
relationship between 
text and contexts. 

Level 3 • Sound knowledge and understanding of the text 
• The response shows relevant personal 

engagement and an appropriate critical style 
• Use of clearly relevant examples in support. 

Level 
3 

• There is relevant 
comment on the 
relationship between 
text and context. 

Level 2 • Some knowledge and understanding of the text 
• The response may be largely narrative with some 

evidence of personal engagement or critical style 
• Some use of relevant examples in support 

Level 
2 

• There is some 
comment on the 
relationship between 
text and context 

 

 



FXO2022 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big questions 

LE1 BQ1: Why is it important to understand a text’s social and historical backdrop before 
reading it? 

Page 
4   

LE2 BQ2: Who is John Steinbeck?  
BQ3: Where is ‘Of Mice and Men’ set?  
BQ4: How is the description of the setting influenced by contextual factors?   
BQ5: How do I construct an analytical paragraph of writing? 

Page 
7 
 

LE3 BQ6: Who is George? 
BQ7: Who is Lennie? 
BQ8: What do we learn about both in Section 1? 

Page 
16 

 
LE4 BQ9: What is the American Dream?  What is George and Lennie’s version of the 

American Dream? 
Page 

20 
LE5 BQ10: What do we learn about the life of migrant workers through the description of 

the bunk house? 
Page 

21 
LE6 BQ11: Who are George and Lennie introduced to on the ranch?  What do we learn 

about these characters? 
Page 

25 
LE7 BQ12: How does Steinbeck craft George and Lennie’s friendship to counteract the 

experience of ranch workers during the 1930s? 
Page 

32 
LE8 BQ13: What is allegory?   

BQ14: What is foreshadowing? 
Page 

34 
LE9 BQ15: How does Steinbeck present violence in the novella ‘Of Mice and Men’? Page 

36 
LE10 BQ16: What is white privilege?  

BQ17: What is segregation  
BQ18: What do we learn about the character of Crooks and the quality of his life in 
1930s America? 

Page 
38 

LE11 BQ17:  How is a lack of power presented through the minor characters in the 
novella? 

Page   
43 

LE12 BQ18: How does Steinbeck use language to make the reader feel sympathy for the 
character of Curley’s wife? 

Page 
45 

LE13 BQ19: What is a cyclical structure?  
BQ20: Does the novella provide a satisfactory ending? 

Page  
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Date: LE1: BQ1: Why is it important to understand a text’s social and historical 
backdrop before reading it? 

 

Do it now:  
Look at the following quotation from Nelson Mandela: 

 
 

 

According to the above, why is reading important? 
To what extent would you agree with the sentiment above? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
New knowledge 

As Nelson Mandela said, when we read we are able to travel to many places and over the next 
few weeks, we are going to travel back in time to 1930s America- a time period that was 
challenging for many.  As we share in the stories of a number of characters, we are going to ask 
ourselves ‘What do we learn about humanity from their story?’ before considering whether we 
have actually learnt anything at all.  
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Pen to paper 
We are now going to learn more about America in the 1930s.  As you are watching this short 
video, answer the questions in front of you. 
 
1. Where is Of Mice and Men 

set and what other name is 
given to this area? 

 
 
 
 

2. What industry was the 
Salinas area important for? 

 
 
 
 

3. Why did men drift from job 
to job? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is the name of the 
poet that influenced the 
novel’s title? 

 
 
 
 

5. What happened on October 
4th 1929? 

 
 
 
 

6. Identify at least two 
consequences of this 
event. 

 
 
 
 
 

7. What was the impact on 
California? 
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8. What is a migrant?  
 
 
 

9. What was the New Deal?  
 
 
 

10. What was the dustbowl and 
what were the 
consequences of this? 

 
 
 
 

11. Of Mice and Men is said to 
be a microcosm of America 
and the situation facing 
farm workers at the time.  
What is a microcosm? 

 
 
 
 

12. What is the American 
Dream? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Reflection 
Bearing in mind all that you have learnt today, I would like you to consider what life would have 

been like during the 1930s for the following people: 

 

What would life have been like for a woman in 1930s America? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

What would life have been like for a black man in 1930s America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What would life have been like for a ranch worker in 1930s America? 
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What would life have been like for a business owner in 1930s America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key reflection question: Why is it important to understand a text’s social and historical backdrop 

before reading it? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: LE2: BQ2: Who is John Steinbeck? BQ3: Where is ‘Of Mice and Men’ set? 
BQ4: How is the description of the setting influenced by contextual 

factors?  BQ5: How do I construct an analytical paragraph of writing? 
 

Do it now: recap questions 
 

1. What event 
triggered 
the Great 
Depression? 

 

2. Why did 
men move 
towards 
California 
during this 
time? 

 

3. Why was 
the Dust 
Bowl so 
significant? 

 

4. Was 1930s 
America a 
fair society 
in which to 
exist? 

 

5. In what 
ways were 
people 
offered 
hope during 
this time? 
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New knowledge 
This half term we will be studying the modern prose text ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck but 
what do we know about Steinbeck himself, and his motivations for writing this novella? 
 

1 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
 

14 
15 
 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
 

34 
35 
36 
37 
 

Who was John Steinbeck? 
 
John Steinbeck, the author of ‘Of Mice and Men’ was born on February 27, 1902 in Salinas, 
California.  Steinbeck was raised with modest means.  His father John Earnest 
Steinbeck, tried his hand at several different jobs to keep his family fed.  He owned a 
feed-and-grain store, managed a flour plant and served as a treasurer of Monterey 
County.  His mother, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck was a former school teacher. 
 
  For the most part, Steinbeck – who grew up with three sisters – had a happy childhood.  
He was shy, but smart, and formed an early appreciation for the land, and in particular 
California’s Salinas Valley, which would greatly inform his later writing.  According to 
accounts, Steinbeck decided to become a writer at the age of 14, often locking himself in 
his bedroom to write poems and stories.  In 1919, Steinbeck enrolled at Standford 
University – a decision that had more to do with pleasing his parents than anything else 
– but the budding writer would prove to have little use for college. 
 
  Over the next six years, Steinbeck drifted in and out of school, eventually dropping out 
for good in 1925, without a degree. 
 
Early Career 
Following Standford, Steinbeck tried to make a go of it as a freelance writer.  He briefly 
moved to New York City, where he found work as a construction worker and a 
newspaper reporter, but then scurried back to California, where he took a job as a 
caretaker in Lake Tahoe.  It was during this time that Steinbeck wrote his first novel, Cup 
of Gold (1929), and met and married his first wife, Carol Henning.  Over the following 
decade, with Carol’s support and paycheck, he continued to pour himself into his writing. 
 
  Steinbeck’s follow-up novels, The Pastures of Heaven (1932) and To a God Unknown 
(1933), received tepid reviews.  It wasn’t until Tortilla Flat (1935), a humorous novel about 
paisano life in the Monterey region, was released that the writer achieved real success.  
Steinbeck struck a more serious tone with In Dubious Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men 
(1937) and The Long Valley (1938), a collection of short stories. 
 
  Widely considered Steinbeck’s finest and most ambitious novel, The Grapes of Wrath 
was published in 1939.  Telling the story of a dispossessed Oklahoma family and their 
struggle to carve out a new life in California at the height of the Great Depression, the 
book captured the mood and angst of the nation during this time period.  At the height of 
its popularity, The Grapes of Wrath sold 10,000 copies per week.  The work eventually 
earned Steinbeck a Pulitzer Prize in 1940. 
 
Later Life 
Following that great success, John Steinbeck served as a war correspondent for the 
New York Herald Tribune during World War II.  Around this same time, he travelled to 
Mexico to collect marine life with friend Edward F. Ricketts, a marine biologist.  Their 
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38 
39 
 

40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

 
45 

 

collaboration resulted in the book Sea of Cortez (1941), which describes marine life in the 
Gulf of California. 
 
 Steinbeck continued to write in his later years, with credits including Cannery Row 
(1945), Burning Bright (1950), East of Eden (1952), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961) and 
Travels with Charley: In Search of America (1962).  Also, in 1962, the author received the 
Nobel Prize for Literature – ‘for his realistic and imaginative writings, combining as they 
do sympathetic humour and keen social perception.’ 
 
  Steinbeck died of heart disease on December 20, 1968, at his home in New York City. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pen to paper 
Let’s see what you have learnt about John Steinbeck.  Answer the following questions using full 
sentences: 
 
1. When was 

John 
Steinbeck 
born? 

 

2. What do 
we learn 
about the 
family’s 
finances? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What did 
John 
Steinbeck 
have an 
early 
appreciation 
for? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why did 
John 
Steinbeck 
drop out of 
university? 
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5. Why did 
John 
Steinbeck 
move to 
New York 
and why did 
he then 
leave? 

 

6. When was 
Of Mice 
and Men 
written? 

 

7. Why was 
the novel 
The Grapes 
of Wrath 
so popular 
at the 
time? 

 

8. When did 
John 
Steinbeck 
die? 

 

 

 

New knowledge 
Why did Steinbeck write ‘Of Mice and Men’ in 1937? 

Steinbeck wrote to a friend and said ‘I think I would like to write the story of this whole valley, of 

all the little towns and all the farms and the ranches in the wider hills.  I can see how I would like 

to do it so that it would be the valley of the world.’ 

Microcosm: a community, place, or situation regarded as encapsulating in miniature the 

characteristics of something much larger. 

It is no surprise then that the novella ‘Of Mice and Men’ starts with a beautiful description of the 

Salinas River. 

 

Let’s read the opening to ‘Of Mice and Men’ and Steinbeck’s description of the Salinas River. 

1 A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the  
2 hillside bank and runs deep and green.  The water is warm too, for it  
3 has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before  
4 reaching the narrow pool.  On one side of the river the golden foothill 
5 slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan mountains, but on the  
6 valley side the water is lined with trees – willows fresh and green with 
7 every spring, carrying in their lower lead junctures the debris of the  
8 winter’s flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent  
9 limbs and branches that arch over the pool.  On the sandy bank under 
10 the trees, the lizard makes a great skittering if he runs among them. 
11 rabbits come out of the brush to sit on the sand in the evening, and  
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12 the dame flats are covered with the night tracks of ‘coons, and with 
13 the spread pads of dogs from the ranches, and with the split-wedge  
14 tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark. 
  

15 There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path 
16 beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the  
17 deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps who come wearily down from  
18 the highway in the evening to jungle-up near water.  In front of the low 
19 horizontal limb of a giant sycamore there is an ash pile made by many 
20 fires; the limb is worn smooth by men who have sat on it. 
  

21 Evening of a hot day started the little wind to moving among the leaves. 
22 The shade climbed up the hills towards the top.  On the sand banks, 
23 the rabbits sat as quietly as little gray, sculptured stones.  And then  
24 from the direction of the state highway came the sound of footsteps on 
25 crisp sycamore leaves.  The rabbits hurried noiselessly for cover.  A 
26 stilted heron labored up into the air and pounded down the river.  For  
27 a moment the place was lifeless, and then two men emerged from the  
28 path and came into the opening by the green pool. 

 
 

Pen to paper 
Let’s focus in on the first paragraph. Re-read this paragraph.  What one word would you use to 

describe your impression of this setting? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My choice of word is: _____________________________________________________________ 

I have chosen this word because _________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pen to paper 
Why has Steinbeck presented the Salinas River in this way? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 
We are now going to write a response to consider how the Salinas River is presented at the start 

of the novella.  Writing strong analytical paragraphs of writing will be absolutely key to your 

success in the examination.  When writing such paragraphs, we draw upon the WHAT HOW WHY 

structure: 

WHAT – what do we learn? 

HOW – how have we learnt this? 

WHY – why is it significant? 

Let’s look at an example: 

 
How has Steinbeck presented the Salinas River at the start of ‘Of Mice and Men’? 

WHAT? What impression is formed of the Salinas River 
at the start of ‘Of Mice and Men’? 
▪ Strong topic sentence 
▪ Use of an adjective to convey an 

impression 
▪ Use of an evaluative adverb – Steinbeck 

successfully presents…. 

At the start of the novella, 
Steinbeck successfully 
presents the Salinas River as 
full of vitality when he 
describes the willow trees as 
both ‘fresh’ and ‘green’.  The 
use of the adjectives seek to 
highlight the vibrancy of the 
environment, with the 
adjective ‘fresh’ suggesting 
new life and health and the 
adjective ‘green’ reinforcing 
the vibrancy of the 
environment.  Interestingly, 
the use of the adjective ‘green’ 
is also used to describe the 
hillside bank so appears as 
the dominant colour, implying 
that the land is both fertile and 
healthy.  Having grown up in 
this environment and spent 

HOW? How does Steinbeck help us to arrive at this 
impression? 
▪ What evidence can you find to support your 

impression? 
▪ What methods has Steinbeck employed to 

help him present the Salinas River in this 
way? 

▪ How do these methods help to create an 
impression? 

▪ Use short quotations 
▪ Use subject terminology? 

WHY? Why does Steinbeck want to present the 
Salinas River in this way? 
▪ What is our overall impression of the 

Salinas River as a result of the description? 
(Bring it back to the topic sentence) 

▪ Why did Steinbeck portray the Salinas River 
in this way? 
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▪ How does this help the reader to establish 
why the Salinas River is so significant? 

many hours on the land, 
Steinbeck presents this 
setting in a favourable way 
because it is an environment 
that he loved so much to be 
immersed in and sets a 
positive tone for the start of 
the novella. 

 
Now it is your turn, construct one paragraph in which you consider the impression created of the 
Salinas River at the start of the novella. 
 
WHAT? What impression is formed of the Salinas River 

at the start of ‘Of Mice and Men’? 
▪ Strong topic sentence (E.g. At the start of 

the novella, Steinbeck successfully 
presents the Salinas River as….) 

▪ Use of an adjective to convey an 
impression 

▪ Use of an evaluative adverb – Steinbeck 
successfully presents…. / Interestingly 
 

 

HOW? How does Steinbeck help us to arrive at this 
impression? 
▪ What evidence can you find to support your 

impression? 
▪ What methods has Steinbeck employed to 

help him present the Salinas River in this 
way? 

▪ How do these methods help to create an 
impression? 

▪ Use short quotations surrounded by 
quotation marks 

▪ Use subject terminology 
 

WHY? Why does Steinbeck want to present the 
Salinas River in this way? 
▪ What is our overall impression of the 

Salinas River as a result of the description? 
(Bring it back to the topic sentence) 

▪ Why did Steinbeck portray the Salinas River 
in this way?  Think about the contextual 
backdrop to the novella. 

▪ How does this help the reader to establish 
why the Salinas River is so significant? 
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New knowledge 
But…the tone changes.  In your groups, discuss how the tone changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pen to paper 
Having discussed how the tone changes, find the evidence to support the following points, 

identifying any striking methods Steinbeck has used to help him. 

Man has little regard 
for nature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many men have made 
their way to the 
Salinas River 
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Pen to paper 

Let’s continue to practice our WHAT HOW WHY writing by considering the tonal shift. 

How has Steinbeck presented the Salinas River at the start of ‘Of Mice and Men’? 

WHAT? What tonal shift is evident in the 
opening description of the Salinas 
River? 
▪ Use of a connective to suggest a 

different point 
▪ Strong topic sentence 
▪ Use of an adjective to convey an 

impression 
▪ Use of an evaluative adverb 

 

HOW? How does Steinbeck convey the 
relationship between Man and the 
Salinas River? 
▪ What evidence can you find to 

support your point? 
▪ What methods has Steinbeck 

employed to help him present the 
relationship between man and the 
Salinas River? 

▪ How do these methods help to 
create an impression? 

▪ Use short quotations 
▪ Use subject terminology 

WHY? Why does Steinbeck want to present 
the Salinas River in this way? 
▪ What is our overall impression of 

the Salinas River as a result of the 
description? (Bring it back to the 
topic sentence) 

▪ Why did Steinbeck portray this 
aspect of the Salinas River in this 
way? 

▪ How does this help the reader to 
establish why the Salinas River is 
so significant? 

 

Reflection 

Think about the work we did today and then reflect upon the following question: To what extent 

can context influence a writer? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE3: BQ6: Who is George?  BQ7: Who is Lennie? 
BQ8: What do we learn about both in Section 1? 

 

Do it now:  
1. What 

relevance 
does the 
Californian 
landscape 
have for 
Steinbeck? 

 

2. How is his 
love for the 
Salinas 
River and 
surrounding 
area 
conveyed in 
the opening 
to chapter 1? 

 

3. What do we 
learn about 
the 
relationship 
between 
man and this 
part of 
California? 

 

 

New knowledge 
We are now going to read Section 1, pages 19-31 of ‘Of Mice and Men’.  In this section of the 

text, we are introduced to two ranch workers: George and Lennie.  

New knowledge 
How does an author create character? 

▪ Names 

▪ Use of imagery / symbolism associated with them 

▪ Comment in the narrative voice 

▪ What other characters say about them 

▪ What they say about themselves (in dialogue or narrative voice) 

▪ Their actions 

▪ Contrasts of character 

▪ Character groups / clusters 

▪ Portion of narrative dedicated to their character 

▪ Choice of detail – defining features specific to them 

Pen to paper 
You are now going to explore the characters of George and Lennie.   
 

Each person will be assigned one of two characters to look at. 
 

Using pages 19-31, what do we learn about George / Lennie? 
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Focus in on what we learn about their 

▪ Appearance 

▪ Behaviour in terms of what they do 

▪ What they say and how they say it 

▪ Their attitude towards the other 

Fill your person outline with quotations that you think help you to determine more about George / 

Lennie.  (You may want to use different colours for different aspects of the character). 

Pen to paper 
In addition, identify three adjectives you would use to describe either George or Lennie at the 
start of the novella.  Use a thesaurus to ensure your adjective choices are ambitious and try to 
justify your choices. 

George Lennie 
Adjective 
choice 1: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjective 
choice 1: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

Adjective 
choice 2: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjective 
choice 2: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

Adjective 
choice 3: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjective 
choice 3: 

Reason for adjective choice: 

 

Reflection 
It was uncommon for men during this time to travel around together as work was scarce. Why do 
Lennie and George, therefore, travel around together? 
 
New term: symbiotic – a relationship in which both people benefit.  A balance that can only be 
achieved by working together.  To what extent could we describe the relationship between 
George and Lennie as symbiotic? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lennie 
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Date: LE4: BQ9: What is the American Dream?  What is George and Lennie’s 
version of the American Dream? 

 

Do it now:  
Look at the following statements.  Summarise your thoughts on each.  
1. George is more of a parent 

to Lennie than a friend. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Lennie is naïve but 
manipulative. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. George is frustrated by his 
inability to live a ‘normal’ 
life? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Lennie lacks the 
understanding of the 
complexities of life during 
this time. 

 
 
 
 
 

5. George needs Lennie.  
 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
The American Dream 
In the definition of the American Dream by James Truslow Adams in 1931, ‘life should be better 
and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement, 
regardless of social class or circumstances of birth.’ 
 

Paired talk: 

1. Do you think the American Dream is real? 

2. Do you think your circumstances / social class affect your future? 
 

New knowledge 
We are now going to complete a class reading of pages 31-35.  As we are reading, what is 

the ‘dream’ for George and Lennie?  

Pen to paper 
If we think back to the definition of the American Dream from the start of the lesson where: ‘life 

should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability 
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or achievement, regardless of social class or circumstances of birth’, how far is this true for the 

characters in ‘Of Mice and Men’? 

1. Summarise George and 
Lennie’s dream. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. How does their dream 
relate to the idea of the 
American Dream? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you think their dream 
is achievable? Explain 
your answer. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. In referencing the 
American Dream at the 
start of the novella, do 
you think an optimistic or 
pessimistic tone is 
created? 

 
 
 

 

 

Reflection 
Poor and oppressed people the world over were attracted to America from the time of its 
discovery.  Conditions were hard for the early settlers, but ‘The American Dream’ was rooted in 
an individual’s pursuit of happiness with many seeing freedom, independence and owning one’s 
land as this.  
 
The dream was a real possibility while there was still a ‘frontier’ of unclaimed land, but by 1900 
there was no unsettled land in America, and in reality the dream was over.  It still survived in the 
popular imagination and in literature at least until the late 1920s.  By then America had built its 
own aristocracy on the basis of wealth and its own system of repression based on race.   
 
The final blow was dealt by the Wall Street Crash, when the value of shares on the stock market 
fell dramatically.  This marked the start of the Great Depression that swept the world in the 1930s 
and a period of time when the American Dream came into question. 
 

Date: LE5: BQ10: What do we learn about the life of migrant workers through 
the description of the bunk house?  

 

Do it now:  
Look at the following statements at the top of the next page.  Someone has got all their facts 
about Of Mice and men and Section 1 muddled up.  Can you sort these facts out so they are all 
true and correct? 
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New knowledge 
At the start of Section 2, George and Lennie arrive at the ranch they are going to work on.  A 
description of the bunkhouse, where the ranch hands sleep, is provided. 
 

1 The bunk house was a long, rectangular building.  Inside 
2 the walls were whitewashed and the floor unpainted.  In 
3 three walls there were small, square windows and in  
4 the fourth, a solid door with a wooden latch.  Against  
5 the walls were eight bunks, five of them made up with 
6 blankets and the other three showing their burlap  
7 ticking.  Over each bunk there was nailed an apple box 
8 with the opening forward so that it made two shelves for 
9 the personal belongings of the occupant of the bunk. 

10 And these shelves were loaded with little articles, soap 
11 and talcum powder, razors and those Western  
12 magazines ranch men love to read and scoff at and  
13 secretly believe.  And there were medicines on the  
14 shelves, and little vials, combs; and from nails on the  
15 box sides, a few neckties.  Near one wall there was a  
16 black cast-iron stove, its stove pipe going straight up 
17 through the ceiling.  In the middle of the room stood a  
18 big square table littered with playing cards, and around 
19 it were grouped boxes for the players to sit on. 

 

Pen to paper 
What inferences can you make about the bunkhouse environment and the men who live within it?  
Identify a minimum of 3 inferences about the bunkhouse with supporting evidence and a brief 
explanation. 
 

Inference 1:  
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Inference 2:  
 
 
 

Inference 3:  
 
 
 

 

Pen to paper 
 

What do we learn about the life of a migrant worker through the description of the bunkhouse? 
 

WHAT? What do we learn about the life of a migrant worker through the description of the 
bunkhouse? 
 
Strong topic sentence expressing one idea about the life of a migrant worker 
Use of an adjective to convey an impression 
Use of an evaluative adverb 

HOW? How does Steinbeck help us to arrive at this impression? 
 
What evidence can you find to support your impression? 
What methods has Steinbeck employed to help him present the lives of migrant 
workers in this way? 
How do these methods help to create an impression? 
Use short quotations 
Use subject terminology 

WHY? Why does Steinbeck want to present the bunkhouse in this way? 
 
What is our overall impression of the life of a migrant worker as a result of the 
description? (Bring it back to the topic sentence) 
Why did Steinbeck portray the bunkhouse in this way? 
How does this help the reader to establish why the bunkhouse is so significant? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection 
At the start of Section 1, we, the reader, are provided with a description of the Salinas River.  At 
the start of Section 2, we, the reader, are provided with a description of the bunkhouse. 

 

▪ How do these two settings compare? 
▪ What do you think Steinbeck was trying to convey through the description of these 

settings? 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE6: BQ11: Who are George and Lennie introduced to on the ranch?  
What do we learn about them? 

 

Do it now 
1. Why have George 

and Lennie left 
Weed? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Where were 
George and 
Lennie heading? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Were they full of 
optimism or 
pessimism? 

 
 
 
 
 

4. What did we learn 
about the life of a 
migrant worker 
through the 
description of the 
bunkhouse? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
We are now going to read Section 2 of the novella ‘Of Mice and Men’ (pages 38.60). 

In this section of the text, George and Lennie arrive at the ranch and meet the other ranch 

workers. 

Pen to paper 
In groups, you are going to be assigned to explore how we are first introduced to one of the 

characters George and Lennie are introduced to at the ranch.  You will need to consider:  

▪ The character’s appearance 

▪ The character’s personality / characteristics 

▪ What they say 

▪ What others say about them 

▪ The reason for their existence – why might Steinbeck have crafted these characters? 

After you have done this, you will be placed into jigsaw groups to present your character to other 

people within the class – make sure your notes are excellent! 

 

Reflection 
In this section we were introduced to the characters on the ranch. 

Share one detail you have found so far that you think is significant about the character you have 

been analysing and explain wh 
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Of Mice and Men: Section 2 – Character analysis 

Character: ______________________________ 

Track the appearance of your assigned character in Section 2 using quotations from the novella in 

response to the key questions. 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
appearance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
personality or 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the 
character’s dialogue 
reveal about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other people 
say about the 
character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think might 
be the purpose of this 
character?  Why might 
John Steinbeck have 
crafted this character? 

Own response required here based upon the evidence you have found: 
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Of Mice and Men: Section 2 – Character analysis 

Character: ______________________________ 

Track the appearance of your assigned character in Section 2 using quotations from the novella in 

response to the key questions. 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
appearance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
personality or 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the 
character’s dialogue 
reveal about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other people 
say about the 
character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think might 
be the purpose of this 
character?  Why might 
John Steinbeck have 
crafted this character? 

Own response required here based upon the evidence you have found: 
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Of Mice and Men: Section 2 – Character analysis 

Character: ______________________________ 

Track the appearance of your assigned character in Section 2 using quotations from the novella in 

response to the key questions. 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
appearance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
personality or 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the 
character’s dialogue 
reveal about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other people 
say about the 
character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think might 
be the purpose of this 
character?  Why might 
John Steinbeck have 
crafted this character? 

Own response required here based upon the evidence you have found: 
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Of Mice and Men: Section 2 – Character analysis 

Character: ______________________________ 

Track the appearance of your assigned character in Section 2 using quotations from the novella in 

response to the key questions. 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
appearance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
personality or 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the 
character’s dialogue 
reveal about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other people 
say about the 
character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think might 
be the purpose of this 
character?  Why might 
John Steinbeck have 
crafted this character? 

Own response required here based upon the evidence you have found: 
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Of Mice and Men: Section 2 – Character analysis 

Character: ______________________________ 

Track the appearance of your assigned character in Section 2 using quotations from the novella in 

response to the key questions. 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
appearance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we learn about 
the character’s 
personality or 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the 
character’s dialogue 
reveal about them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other people 
say about the 
character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think might 
be the purpose of this 
character?  Why might 
John Steinbeck have 
crafted this character? 

Own response required here based upon the evidence you have found: 
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Challenge: which character do you find most interesting and why? 

Construct a WHAT HOW WHY paragraph exploring the presentation of this character. 

WHAT? What do we learn about ___________? 
 
Strong topic sentence expressing an inference you have made about a particular 
character. 
Use of an adjective to convey an impression 
Use of an evaluative adverb 

HOW? How does Steinbeck help us to arrive at this impression? 
 
What evidence can you find to support your impression? 
What methods has Steinbeck employed to help him present this character? 
How do these methods help to create an impression? 
Use short quotations 
Use subject terminology 

WHY? Why does Steinbeck want to present the bunkhouse in this way? 
 
What is our overall impression of this character as a result of the description? 
(Bring it back to the topic sentence) 
Why do you think Steinbeck portrayed this character in this way? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE7: BQ12: How does Steinbeck craft George and Lennie’s friendship to 
counteract the experience of ranch workers during the 1930s? 

 

Do it now:  
Complete the following sentences based upon our reading of Section 2.   

1. Candy is presented as ___________ and ____________ because he… 

 

2. Crooks is presented as ____________ and ____________because he… 

 

3. The boss is presented as ___________ and __________ because he… 

 

4. Curley is presented as ____________ and ___________ because he… 

 

5. Curley’s wife is presented as ____________ and ___________ because she… 

 

6. Slim is presented as ___________ and ___________ because he… 

 
 

New knowledge 
We are now going to read the start of Section 3, in which George and Slim are sat around 

playing cards.  We are going to read pages 64-69. 

Pen to paper 
Through George’s conversation with Slim, we learn a lot about the relationship between George 

and Lennie.  Complete the following chart, summarising what we learn about their relationship. 

“It wasn’t much to you, maybe, but it was a hell 
of a lot to him.” 

 
 
 
 
 

George said proudly. “Jus tell Lennie what to 
do an’ he’ll do it if it don’t take no figuring.  He 
can’t think of nothing to do himself, but he 
sure can take orders.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“What’s funny about it?” George demanded 
defensively. 
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“He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’t crazy.  An’ I 
ain’t so bright neither, or I wouldn’t be buckin’ 
barley for my fifty and found.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“It ain’t so funny, him an’ me goin’ aroun’ 
together,” George said at last.  “Him and me, 
was both born in Auburn.  I knowed his Aunt 
Clara.  She took him when he was a baby and 
raised him up.  When his Aunt Clara died, 
Lennie just came along with me out workin’.  
Got kinda used to each other after a little 
while.” 

 

“Funny,” said George.  “I used to have a hell of 
a lot of fun with ‘im.  Used to play jokes on ‘im 
‘cause he was too dumb to take care of 
‘imself.  But he was too dumb even to know he 
had a joke played on him.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

George’s voice was taking on the tone of 
confession.  “Tell you what made me stop that.  
One day a bunch of guys was standin’ around 
up on the Sacromento River.  I was feelin’ 
pretty smart.  I turns to Lennie and says 
“Jump in.”  An’ he jumps.  Couldn’t swim a 
stroke.  He damn near drowned before we 
could get him.  An’ he was so damn nice to me 
for pullin’ him out.  Clean forgot I told him to 
jump in.  Well, I ain’t done nothing like that no 
more.’ 

 

“Course Lennie’s a God damn nuisance most 
of the time,” said George.  “But you get used to 
goin’ around with a guy an’ you can’t get rid of 
him.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Hell, no.  He just scared her.  I’d be scared too 
if he grabbed me.  But he never hurt her.  He 
jus’ wanted to touch that red dress, like he 
wants to pet them pups all the time.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sure he’s jes like a kid.  There ain’t no more 
harm in him than a kid neither, except he’s so 
strong.  I bet he won’t come in here to sleep 
tonight.  He’d sleep right alongside that box in 
the barn.  Well – let ‘im.  He ain’t done no harm 
out there.” 
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Reflection 
How does Steinbeck craft George and Lennie’s friendship to counteract the experience of ranch 

workers during the 1930s? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: LE8: BQ13: What is allegory?  BQ14: What is foreshadowing? 
 

Do it now:  
1. Identify five 

adjectives to 
describe George 
and the way he 
speaks about 
Lennie to Slim.  
Briefly justify 
your choices. 

 
 
 
 
 

2. How does the 
conversation 
between George 
and Slim 
reinforce our 
understanding 
that Slim is a kind 
and 
compassionate 
man? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
We are now going to read the next part of Section 3, in which it becomes apparent that 

Candy’s dog is a problem.  We are going to read pages 69-76 

New knowledge 
What is an allegory? 

An allegory is a form of extended metaphor. 
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Objects, persons, and actions in a narrative, are equated with the meanings that lie outside the 

narrative itself. 

The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious or political significance, and characters are 

often personifications of abstract ideas as charity, greed or envy. 

Thus an allegory is a story with two meanings: a literal meaning and a symbolic meaning. 

 

Pen to paper 
The shooting of Candy’s dog is an allegory for the lives of the migrants?  How so?  What is 

Steinbeck trying to tell us about the prospects of the weaker characters? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
What is foreshadowing? 
 
Foreshadowing is an advance sign or warning of what is to come in the future. 
 

Pen to paper 
How is the shooting of Candy’s dog an example of foreshadowing? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection 
How does Steinbeck’s use of allegory and foreshadowing help to heighten the tension on the 

ranch during Section 3? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE9: BQ15: How does Steinbeck present violence in the novella ‘Of Mice 
and Men’? 

 

Do it now:  
1. Why do the men 

on the ranch want 
to shoot Candy’s 
dog? 

 
 
 

2. Why is this a 
desperately sad 
situation for 
Candy? 

 

3. What is an 
allegory? 

 
 
 

4. In what way is the 
shooting of 
Candy’s dog an 
allegory for the 
life of the migrant 
worker? 

 

5. What is 
foreshadowing? 

 
 
 

6. What might the 
shooting of 
Candy’s dog 
foreshadow? 

 
 
 
 

 
New knowledge 

We are now going to read the end of Section 3, in which growing tension appears between 

Lennie and Curley.  We are going to read pages 76-94.  

Pen to paper 
Look at the extract on the next page.  We are going to use this extract to consider the following 
question: How does Steinbeck create tension and violent within this extract?  Challenge question: 
what is Steinbeck’s purpose in doing this? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pen to paper 
Lennie is, by nature, like a small simple child, without a mean impulse.  To what extent would you 

agree with this statement using evidence from Section 3? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 
Which character do you think has the most power on the ranch? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: LE10: BQ16: What is white privilege? BQ17: What is segregation BQ18: 
What do we learn about the character of Crooks and the quality of his 

life in 1930s America? 

Lesson credit to Stuart Pryke who is an absolute planning genius 😊 

Do it now:  
1. Why does Curley 

attack Lennie? 
 

2. How does Lennie 
respond?  Why 
does he respond 
in this way? 

 

3. How is language 
used to convey 
the differences 
between the two 
men? 

 

4. Who holds the 
most power on 
the ranch?  Why? 

 

5. What do you 
understand by the 
term ‘racism’? 

 

6. To what extent do 
you agree with 
the statement 
‘racism is taught’? 

 

 
New knowledge: What is white privilege? 

I am going to show you a clip.  As you watch the clip, write down your definition of white 

privilege.  What is it and why is it important that we are aware it exists? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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If you look it up in a dictionary, white privilege is described as ‘people with white skin having 

advantages in society that other people do not have.’  But what exactly does that mean? 

Kehinde Andrews is a professor of black studies at Birmingham City University and leads the 

Black Studies Association.  ‘For me, white privilege is the benefits that you get from being white.  

If you are an ethnic minority there are certain disadvantages you have,’ he said. 

‘For example, it’s a fact that you’re more likely to be unemployed.  White privilege is not having to 

deal with racism.’  According to the most recent government figures in the UK, over 6% of people 

are unemployed in the UK are non-white.  That’s compared to 3.6% of the white population. 

Courtney Ahn is a Korean-American designer from Portland in the USA. Her guide to white 

privilege attracted over 719,000 likes on the social media site, Instagram.  She told Newsround 

that white privilege doesn’t mean, or suggest, that you’ve had an easy life. ‘It doesn’t mean you 

haven’t earned your successes but it does mean that your life hasn’t been harder because of the 

colour of your skin,’ she said. 

Reduce the information above to four bullet points: 

▪ _________________________________________________________________________ 

▪ _________________________________________________________________________ 

▪ _________________________________________________________________________ 

▪ _________________________________________________________________________ 

In this learning episode we are exploring the character of Crooks.  Crooks is a black 

man who is poor but his character is written by a white man.  Why is it important that 

we are aware of this as we read? 

New knowledge 
We are now going to read the opening of Section 4 in which we see Crooks in his own 

space.  We are going to read pages 98-104 

Pen to paper 
Use what we have learnt from the opening to Section 4 to answer the following questions 
1. What do we learn about 

Crooks based on 
Steinbeck’s description of 
his ‘little room’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why does Crooks have a 
copy of the California civil 
code for 1905?  Why is it 
‘mauled’? 

 

3. Why do you think Lennie 
appears in Crooks’ room? 
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4. Crooks is extremely 
defensive and cold 
towards Lennie.  Why is 
this behaviour justifiable? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why do you think Crooks 
delights in torturing 
Lennie? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. What have we learnt 
about Crooks by reading 
this section of the text? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In 1930s America, racial segregation was in place.  Segregation is the action or state of setting 
someone or something apart from others. 

 
There were state laws in America that segregated black and white people between 1876-1965.  
They existed for about 100 years, from the post Civil War era until 1968 – and were meant to 
marginalise African Americans by denying them the right to vote, hold jobs, get an education or 
other opportunities.  Those who attempted to defy Jim Crow laws often faced arrest, fines, jail 
sentences, violence and death. 
 

 

It shall be unlawful for a 
white person to marry 
anyone except a white 
person. 

 

The schools for white 
children and the schools for 
black children shall be 
conducted separately. 

 

No person shall provide 
meals to white and 
coloured passengers in 
the same room, same 
table or same counter. 

 

Books shall not be 
interchangeable between 
white and black schools. 

 

It shall be unlawful for 
black people to frequent 
any park used and 
enjoyed by white people. 
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During the 1930s, after thousands of African Americans had been 
put to death by mobs, lynching was no longer an unusual or 
shocking event. 
 
Approximately 4,742 individuals were lynched between 1882 and 
1968; of the victims, 73 per cent were black. 
 
Typically, lynching took the form of hanging or people were 
burned to death by mobs, often in front of thousands of spectators, many of whom would take 
pieces of the dead person’s body as souvenirs to help remember the ‘spectacular’ event. 
 
 

Pen to paper 
The American Dream is rooted in the following beliefs that 

‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 

of Happiness.’ 

 

Is this true of Crooks? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
New knowledge 

Crooks is rarely referred to by his name by the other characters on the ranch.  He is 
referred to as the stable buck, which was a derogatory name for an African-American 
man who works in the stables.  Why do you think his name is taken away from him?  

Pen to paper 
Let’s now consider the description of Crooks at the start of Section 4.  Read the description of 
Crooks on the next page and answer the attached questions. 
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Why does Crooks keep his 
room ‘neat’? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This room was swept and 
fairly neat, for Crooks was a 
proud, aloof man.  He kept his 
distance and demanded that 
other people keep theirs.  His 
body was bent over to the left 
by his crooked spine, and his 
eyes lay deep in his head, and 
because of their depth 
seemed to glitter with 
intensity. His lean face was 
lined with deep black 
wrinkles, and he had thin, 
pain-tightened lips which 
were lighters than his face. 

What is Crooks like 
physically? 

Why does Crooks want others 
to keep their distance? 
 
 
 
 
 

What does ‘lean face’ imply 
about Crooks’ physical 
appearance? 

What does the description 
‘seemed to glitter with 
intensity’ tell you about 
Crooks’ intelligence? 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do you think Steinbeck 
describes Crooks’ lips as ‘pain 
tightened’? 

 
Pen to paper 

Let’s now zoom in on a couple of Steinbeck’s word choices within this extract to consider why he 
has made the choices he has..  For example, Steinbeck describes Crooks’ face as ‘lean’: 
 
Lean 
 
Reason 1: show that he is quite thin, perhaps through age or experience. 
Reason 2: implies he has had a tough life 
Reason 3: he looks as if he has been defeated by his experiences. 
 
Think of reasons as to why Steinbeck has used the following words: 
 

 

 
proud 

Having a high opinion of oneself 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
demanded 

An insistent request 



FXO2022 
 

43 
 

 
crooked 

Bent or twisted out of shape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
intensity 

Showing strong feelings or opinions.  Serious. 

 
Reflection 

Crooks is a character living in 1930s America, and yet his life and experiences are similar to what 

others experience in today’s society and the here and now. 

Why have things not changed? 

 

Date: LE11: BQ19: How is a lack of power presented through the minor 
characters in the novella? 

 

Do it now:  
1. What is white 

privilege? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How is Crooks 
presented at the 
start of Section 4? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. How does Crooks 
respond to Lennie 
and why does he 
respond in this 
way? 

 

4. What is 
segregation? 

 
 
 

5. What do we need 
to be mindful of 
when considering 
Steinbeck’s 
presentation of 
Crooks? 
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New knowledge 

We are going to continue our reading of the novella now in which we hear from the 

outsiders.   We are going to read pages 104-116. 

 

 

New knowledge 

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 

 

Look at Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs above.  Now consider: 

▪ Where are you on the scale? 

▪ Where are George and Lennie? 

▪ Where is Curley? 

▪ Where is Crooks? 

▪ Where is Curley’s wife? 

▪ Where is Candy? 

Pen to paper 

Now let’s consider how Steinbeck presents the ‘outcasts’: Crooks, Lennie, Candy and Curley’s 

wife. 

 Their physical 
appearance 

The dialogue – what they 
say about themselves and 

to each other. 

Their behaviour and 
actions 

Lennie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Crooks    
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Candy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Curley’s wife  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Reflection 

Who do you think is the most vulnerable and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: LE12: BQ18: How does Steinbeck use language to make the reader feel 
sympathy for the character of Curley’s wife? 

 

Do it now:  
Identify a minimum of five details you have already learnt about Curley’s wife? 

Challenge: can you remember exact quotations? 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
We are going to continue our reading of the novella now in which Curley’s wife approaches 

Lennie in the barn.  We are going to read pages 120-129. 

Pen to paper 
Each pair will be asked to focus on an extract from Chapter 5.  As a pair, you need to answer the 

following and be ready to feedback: 

1. What does the extract suggest about either Lennie or Curley’s wife? 

2. What words in particular make you think this? 

3. What does Steinbeck want us to think? 

E.g.  

1. This extract suggests Curley’s wife is a dreamer. 

2. For example, she says “I coulda been in the movies.” 

3. Steinbeck wants us to feel sorry for her, that she’s naïve because her dreams haven’t been 

realised.  The modal verb ‘coulda’ suggests an unfulfilled dream. 

 

How does Steinbeck use language to make the reader feel sympathy for the 

character of Curley’s wife? 

Quotation Effect - How does Steinbeck create sympathy 
for Curley’s wife through this quotation? Focus 
on the language used and any literary devices. 

“Curley’s wife came around the end of the last 
stall. She came very quietly, so that Lennie 
didn’t see her. She wore her bright cotton 
dress and the mules with the red ostrich 
feathers. Her face was made up and the little 
sausage curls were all in place. She was quite 
near to him before Lennie looked up and saw 
her.”  
 

 

She consoled him. ‘Don’t you worry none. He 
was jus’ a mutt. You can get another one easy. 
The whole country is fulla mutts.’  
 

 

‘If George sees me talkin’ to you he’ll give me 
hell,’ Lennie said cautiously. ‘He tol’ me so.’ 
Her face grew angry. ‘Wha’s the matter with 
me?’ she cried.   
 

 

‘Well, I ain’t told this to nobody before. Maybe I 
ought’n to. I don’t like Curley. He ain’t a nice 
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fella.’ And because she had confided in him, 
she moved closer to Lennie and sat beside 
him. ‘Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice 
clothes like they wear.’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Curley’s wife moved away from him a little. ‘I 
think you’re nuts,’ she said. 
‘No, ain’t,’ Lennie explained earnestly. ‘George 
says I ain’t. I like to pet nice things with my 
fingers, sof’ things.’ 
She was a little bit reassured. ‘Well, who 
don’t?’ she said.  
 

 

Curley’s wife laughed at him. ‘You’re nuts,’ she 
said. ‘But you’re a kinda nice fella. Jus’ like a 
big baby. But a person can see kinda what you 
mean. When I’m doin’ my hair sometimes I jus’ 
set an’ stroke it ‘cause it’s so soft.’ To show 
how she did it, she ran her fingers over the 
top of her head. 
 

 

She struggled violently under his hands. Her 
feet battered on the hay and she writhed to be 
free; and from under Lennie’s hand came a 
muffled screaming. Lennie began to cry with 
fright. ‘Oh! Please don’t do none of that,’ he 
begged. ‘George gonna say I done a bad thing. 
He ain’t gonna let me tend no rabbits.’ 
 

 

Curley’s wife lay with a half-covering of 
yellow hay. And the meanness and the 
plannings and the discontent and the ache for 
attention were all gone from her face. 

 

 

Pen to paper 
Now look at the statements below about Curley’s wife and put them in rank order. 

1. Nobody likes Curley’s wife.  
 

2. Steinbeck wants the reader to feel sympathy for her throughout the novel.  
 

3. Steinbeck only wants the reader to feel sympathy for Curley’s wife when she is 
dead. 

 

4. The dream ends because of Curley’s wife.  
 

5. Curley and his wife have never loved each other.  
 

6. Curley’s wife is responsible for her own death.  
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7. Curley’s wife is a good listener.  

 
8. Curley’s wife is naïve and innocent.  

 
9. The novel stereotypes women.  

 
10. Readers in 2017 are offended by the novel’s sexist attitudes.  

 
 

Wider reading 
Below is a letter that Steinbeck sent Miss Luce, an actress who was tasked with playing the 

character of Curley’s wife on stage. 
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Reflection 
Most readers when they first meet Curley’s wife take an instant disliking to her but our opinion of 

her changes in this final moment. We see that she has suffered and that the world has treated 

her unkindly.  Therefore, we become more sympathetic towards her.   

Which other characters in the novella are we made to feel sympathy for and why? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: LE13: BQ19: What is a cyclical structure? BQ20: Does the novella provide 
a satisfactory ending? 

 

Do it now 
Look at the two pictures below.  In pairs, circle as many differences between the two pictures 
are you can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New knowledge (Activity taken from Stuart Pryke) 
Just like the picture, we are going to spot the difference between the first and last chapter.  At 

the beginning of Chapter Six, Steinbeck returns to the location which opened the novel: the pool.  

This gives the novel a cyclical structure in that we finish our narrative where we began it. 

In one colour, highlight the differences (how the setting has changed since we last saw it). 

HINT: Remember how the setting is presented as a paradise in the first chapter?  How is it 

presented now? 
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In another colour, highlight the similarities between the two chapters. 

 

New knowledge 
We are going to continue our reading of the novella now in which Curley’s wife approaches 

Lennie in the barn.  We are going to read pages 129 to the end. 

Pen to paper 
Finally, consider the following: 

1. Why does the American Dream end when Lennie dies? 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which earlier event in the novel does the mercy killing of Lennie parallel? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why does George have to be the one to kill Lennie? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The symbiotic relationship between George and Lennie is destroyed.  What will happen to 

George now? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional questions: 

1. Why does Steinbeck have Slim say ‘You hadda, George.  I swear you hadda’? 

2. Did George have any choice? 

3. What does the title mean? 

4. Why do you think Steinbeck gives the last line of the novel to a minor character? 

5. Was Lennie’s death inevitable? 

6. How pessimistic is this novel? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection 
Now we have finished the book, what did you think? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


