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What will I be learning in this unit?  Why is it important that I learn this? 
In this unit, we are going to be exploring narrative structures through the study of mythology.  
You are going to read a number of myths taken from across the world with a focus on how they 
use archetypal characters (e.g. the trickster, hero, villain) and archetypal plots (e.g. stealing 
fire, creation, overcoming the monster).  You will then use what you have learnt to create your 
own mythological story using an extract from Thor. 

What will my assessment piece be? 
Part 1: knowledge of 

key terminology 
A knowledge quiz on key subject terminology from the unit. 

Part 2: Reading Task A series of comprehension questions to test your understanding of a 
myth. 

Part 3: Writing Task Creative writing – your own myth. 
How will I be assessed? 

Reading Writing 

 

 

 

 
RO1: 

Reading for understanding 
– selecting and interpreting 

information, ideas and 
perspectives 

WO1: 
Sense of audience and 
purpose – adapt form, 
tone and register for 
specific purposes and 

audiences 

WO2:  
Organisation, planning, 
sentence structures, 

appropriate paragraphing 

WO3: 
Clarity – write clearly 

using a range of 
vocabulary and accurate 
spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 
 

 Reading Writing 
 RO1 WO1 WO2 WO3 
Excelling I can confidently infer meaning 

from a text. 
I can explain a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 
I can draw upon well-chosen 
references to the text to 
support my ideas and explain 
these. 

I can adapt the form, tone 
and register of my writing 
according to the intended 
audience and purpose. 
I can use a range of 
stylistic devices 
appropriate to the 
purpose, audience and 
form of my writing. 

I can organise my 
writing with 
appropriate structural 
and grammatical 
features. 
I can construct a 
variety of sentence 
structures, often for 
effect. 
I can use a range of 
paragraphs lengths 
correctly. 

I can use an ambitious 
vocabulary. 
I can spell most words 
correctly. 
I can begin to use a 
wider variety of 
punctuation within my 
writing accurately. 

Advancing I can identify and retrieve key 
details from a text. 
I can begin to make inferences 
and deductions. 
I can identify a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 
I can support my ideas using 
relevant textual reference. 

I can write in an 
appropriate way showing 
some understanding of the 
intended purpose and 
audience of my writing. 
I can write with an 
appropriate tone. 
I can use a number of 
stylistic devices to suit the 
purpose of my writing. 

I can organise my 
writing using structural 
and grammatical 
features. 
I can begin to use a 
variety of sentence 
structures in my 
writing. 
I can use paragraphs 
accurately. 

I can use vocabulary that 
is appropriate. 
I can spell common 
words with accuracy. 
I can use a range of 
punctuation to 
demarcate my sentences 
accurately. 

Securing I can begin to identify and 
retrieve key details from a text. 
I can show a literal 
understanding of a text. 
I can begin to make inferences. 
I can begin to identify a writer’s 
intention and viewpoint.  
I can begin to support my ideas 
using relevant textual 
reference. 

I can begin to write in an 
appropriate way showing 
some understanding of the 
intended purpose and 
audience of my writing. 
I can begin to write with an 
appropriate tone. 
I can begin to use stylistic 
devices to suit the purpose 
of my writing. 

I can begin to organise 
my writing showing 
some awareness of 
structural and 
grammatical features. 
I can use simple and 
compound sentence 
structures. 

I sometimes choose 
words that are 
appropriate to the task. 
I can spell common 
words with some degree 
of accuracy. 
I can use the basic 
punctuation to 
demarcate my sentences 
accurately. 
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Big questions 

LE1 BQ1: What is a noun?  What is the 
difference between a common noun and 
a proper noun? 

BQ2: What is a myth?  What are the 
three types of myth?   

Page 
5 

LE2 BQ3: What is the difference between a 
concrete noun and an abstract noun? 

What is the myth of Pangu and 
Nuwu?   
BQ4: How are myths structured? 

Page 
7  

LE3 Revision: types of noun What is the myth of ‘Coyote Steals 
the Fire for the People’? 
BQ5: How are myths structured: what 
is Freytag’s pyramid? 

Page 
12  

LE4 BQ6: What is an adjective? BQ7: When should a new paragraph 
be started? 

Page 
20  

LE5 BQ8: What is the difference between a 
comparative adjective and a superlative 
adjective? 

BQ9: Why is it important to vary our 
paragraph lengths? 

Page 
24  

LE6 BQ10: What is the difference between 
the definite and indefinite article? 

BQ11: What are the main character 
archetypes? 

Page 
28  

LE7 BQ12: What is a noun phrase?  Page  
33 

LE8 BQ13: What is a pronoun?  What are the 
different types of pronoun? 

BQ14: How are myths structured? 
What are the Seven Basic Plots? 

Page 
41  

LE9 BQ15: What is a verb?  What is the 
difference between dynamic and stative 
verbs? 

What is the myth of the Mapinguary? 
Show me what you know quiz 

Page  
44 

LE10 Revision lesson / consolidation of 
homework 
BQ16: What is a simple sentence? 
BQ17: What is a compound sentence? 
BQ18: What is a complex sentence? 

 Page 
51 

LE11 BQ19: What is an adverb?  Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Narrative structure 

Page 
57  

LE12 BQ20: How do we demarcate our 
sentences?  

Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Exposition 

Page 
60  

LE13 BQ21: How do we correctly punctuate 
speech? 

Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Inciting incident 

Page 
65  

LE14 BQ22: What is a comma?  Why do we 
use commas? (Listing)  
BQ23:  What is a comma?  Why do we 
use commas? (Marking clauses) 

Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Rising Action 

Page 
69  

LE15 BQ24: What is ellipsis? BQ25: What is a simile? 
BQ26: What is a metaphor? 
Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Climax 

Page 
76 

LE16 BQ27: What is a sentence containing a 
fronted adverbial? 

BQ28: What is pathetic fallacy? 
Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Falling Action 

Page 
81 

LE17 BQ29: What is an appositive? Writing assessment: The Quest for 
the Hammer – Denouement 

Page 
85 
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Date: LE1: BQ1: What is a noun?  What is the difference between a proper 
noun and a common noun?  BQ2: What is a myth?  What are the three 
types of myth?  Why is learning mythology relevant for me in today’s 

society? 
 

New knowledge: Nouns 
A noun is a word used to refer to a person, place or object. 

A proper noun is the name of a specific person, place, object or thing.  All proper nouns begin 
with a capital letter. E.g. Paris, Sarah, The Guardian 

A common noun  is a non-specific name (a general noun) used to refer to people, places, object 
or things. E.g. city, girl, newspaper 

 
Pen to Paper 

Look at the following sentences.  Can you  
a. Identify the nouns in the sentence? 
b. Determine whether they are examples of proper nouns (P) or common nouns (C) 

 
1. A creature was born: Pangu, a giant covered in hair. 

 
2. He began stretching his arms and legs until something cracked. 

 
3. With each day, the sky rose and the Earth lowered. 

 
 

Recap prior learning 
This term we are going to be studying ‘mythology’. 
 
Key questions: 
What do you already know about myths? 
Do you know what a myth is? 
Have you read any myths? 
Do you know why myths were written?   
Do you know why myths are relevant today? 

New knowledge: What is a myth? What are the three types of myth? 
What is a myth? 
 
A myth is a traditional story from early history, usually explaining how things came to be. 
 
There are three types of myth: 
 

Aetiological myths Historical myths Psychological myths 
They explain the reason why 
something is the way it is 
today.   
For example, a story that 
explains why we have 
seasons or explains the 
natural world. 

These are told about a 
historical event; they help to 
keep the memory of that 
event alive, even if the story 
changes over time. 

These try to explain why we 
feel and act the way we do; 
gods control or punish 
behaviours, or choices, that 
humans make. 
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New knowledge: Why is learning about mythology important for us today in the 21st century? 

 
Myths are stories that define 
us. 

Reading myths helps us to 
understand narrative 
traditions. 

We can learn a lot about the 
importance of narrative 
through the reading of myths. 

Reading myths helps to 
develop our cultural capital. 

But why is learning about 
mythology important for us 

today in the 21st century? 

Reading mythology is 
enjoyable. 

The tropes and characters 
that exist in myths will 
become recognisable in 
future texts. 

Understanding myths helps us 
to understand the origin of 
storytelling – especially 
orally. 

Mythology reflects the needs 
of society to explain things. 

 
In addition, mythological references are everywhere….so our understanding of texts can be 
enhanced. 
 

  
Y9 Julius Caesar 

 
‘I, as Aeneas, our great ancestor, Did from the 

flames of Troy upon his shoulder The old 
Anchises bear, so from the waves of Tiber.’ 

(Act 1, Scene 2) 

Y10 Macbeth 
 

‘Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood 
clean from my hand.’ 

(Act 2, Scene 2) 

 

   
 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s stone 

 
The forbidden corridor 
guarded by a three-headed 
dog (called Fluffy). 

Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians 

 
In the film, the Minotaur is a 
monster sent by Hades to 

Thor 
 

A character in the infamous 
Avengers series. 
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In Greek mythology, the 
three-headed dog is called 
Cerberus who guards the 
gates to hades, the kingdom 
of the dead situated in the 
underworld. 

capture Sally Jackson, the 
mother of Percy Jackson. 
 
In Greek mythology, the 
Minotaur is a monster who 
had the body of a man and the 
head of a bull.  Sent to Minos 
by Poseidon as a sacrifice, 
Minos decided to keep it alive 
and made Pasiphae fall in 
love with it. 

In Norse mythology, Thor is a 
Norse god who holds a 
magical hammer that only he 
can raise.  He is the god of 
thunder. 

 
Reflection 

Key reflection questions: 

1. What is a myth? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are the three types of myth? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Identify three reasons why we should still continue to read myths in the 21st century. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: LE2: BQ3: What is the difference between a concrete noun and an 
abstract noun?  What is the myth of ‘Pangu and Nuwu’?  BQ4: How are 

myths structured? 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

noun? 
 
 
 

2. What is the 
difference 
between a 
proper noun and 
a common noun? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
myth? 
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4. What are the 
three types 
of myth? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why is it still 
important to 
learn 
mythology? 

 
 
 
 

 
New knowledge: What is the difference between a concrete noun and an abstract noun? 

A concrete noun is a noun that can be seen, heard, touched, smelt or tasted.  For example, ball, 
cat, man. 
An abstract noun is a concept, belief, idea or emotion.  For example, love, fear, happiness. 
 

Pen to Paper 
Identify whether the following nouns, taken from our first ‘myth’, are examples of proper nouns, 
common nouns, concrete nouns or abstract nouns.  (HINT: they can be more than one) 

 Proper Common Concrete Abstract 
Pangu  

 
   

disorder  
 

   

Wind  
 

   

Earth  
 

   

Egg  
 

   

satisfaction  
 

   

Sky  
 

   

 
New knowledge: Pangu and Nuwa (China) 

In today’s lesson we are going to read our first myth – Pangu and Nuwa from China. 

 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
 
7 
8 
9 
 

Pangu and Nuwa from Chinese mythology 
 

From the middle of the dark and vast universe swirling with stars and 
rocks, a giant black egg emerged.  It glittered like the cosmos itself, 
twinkling with constellations but also roiling with disorder.  Inside the 
egg, the conflicting forces of yin and yang mixed and tumbled, swirling 
together and apart by a raging wind.  Yin: dark, lunar, cold and feminine.  
Yang: light, solar, warm and masculine. 
 
In the middle of this black egg, a creature was born: Pangu, a giant 
covered in hair, with two horns on top of his head and two tusks 
protruding from his face.  He remained curled in the fetal position, with a 
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10 
11 
 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
 
47 
48 
49 
50 
 
51 
52 
53 

magical axe lying at his side.  There Pangu lay and grew bigger over 
18.,000 years, with yin and yang becoming more ordered as time passed. 
 
After thousands of years, Pangu awoke inside the egg.  It was dark and 
silent as night.  The nascent giant felt enclosed within something but did 
not know what it was.  So he began stretching his arms and legs until 
something cracked.  It was the egg’s shell!  Pangu continued pushing the 
shell apart more and more, expanding outward, and even used his 
magical axe to help.  He swung his blade to and fro, splitting yin and 
yang apart.  The darker half, yin, sank down and became the Earth.  The 
lighter half, yang, became the sky.  Pangu was pleased with this, as 
Earth and sky felt as though they should be two separate things. 
 
At this point, the Earth and sky were still very close together.  Pangu 
was worried the two halves would collapse onto each other and seal up 
again, so he came between them and pushed them apart – his arms 
sending yang upwards and his feet sending yin downwards.  With his 
efforts, the two halves moved away from each other over time: with 
each day, the sky rose 10 feet and the Earth lowered 10 feet. And each 
day, Pangu grew 10 feet longer.  For another 18,000 years, Pangu pushed 
upwards and downwards, growing and expanding the world to what we 
now know it to be.  He was a dedicated soul. 
 
When Pangu was absolutely certain that the Earth and sky were far 
enough apart that they would not fall onto one another, he considered 
his job done.  Pangu had finally settled both yin and yang into their 
rightful places and secured them.  And with the satisfaction of a job well 
done, Pangu collapsed.  As he lay dying, his final breath morphed into 
the rushing wind and dewy clouds.  His voice boomed into thunder and 
the glint from his eyes became lightning.  In his death, Pangu’s left eye 
rose into the sky and became the sun, while his right eye circled the 
Earth as its moon.  Then Pangu’s body broke into parts – arms, legs, 
hands, feet and torso – and became mountains and hills.  The blood that 
had once coursed through his veins turned into rivers flowing between 
those hills.  His flesh covered the Earth and became fertile land, budding 
with trees, grasses and flowers.  Pangu’s sweat turned into rainwater 
and fell upon the fertile land.  His bones sank into the ground to become 
prized jewels and mineral deposits; his teeth soon followed and turned 
into precious metals underground.  Pangu’s hair, horns and tusks 
whirled into outer space, becoming galaxies. 
 
Pangu’s death had given life to the Earth, but for thousands of years, the 
world was a beautiful but lonely place, as there were no people to enjoy 
its bounty.  That is until the goddess Nuwa roamed the wild and dazzling 
Earth. 
 
Nuwa was formed from the yin and yang that Pangu had once separated.  
Bits of sky and bits of Earth had combined to form this strong goddess, 
and she felt right at home in her environment.  But just like Pangu had 
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54 
55 
 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
 
61 
62 
63 
64 
 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 

been, Nuwa was alone in the world and eventually wanted some 
company. 
 
At first, the sun and moon, wind and water were her happy companions, 
but one day she walked to the muddy banks of the Yellow River and saw 
her reflection.  She realised there was no one in the world who looked 
like her, or who could talk or think like her.  She longed to laugh with 
friends, to share ideas with companions, to love someone. 
 
Out of the mud from the Yellow River’s banks, Nuwa began forming little 
figures, then animating them with her powers.  She patted the first 
figure until it was fully moulded, and placed it down on the ground.  The 
tiny mud woman did a jig, so happy was she to be alive. 
 
“Thank you, goddess Nuwa, for creating me!” the little woman said.  
Nuwa smiled and felt a happy satisfaction throughout her body.  She set 
to work, making more humans in this way.  Little men and women of 
clay hopped out of her hands and mingled with each other, each one 
thanking her for the privilege of being alive.  With this, Nuwa began 
populating the Earth. 
 
After creating the first hundred, she set to work making more, but her 
hands were getting very tired.  Nuwa realised that it would take an 
eternity for her to make enough people to fill up the vast Earth.  And so 
she grabbed a branch from a nearby tree, dragged it along the muddy 
banks and flung drops of mud onto the land.  As they hit the ground, they 
sprang little feet and began running this way and that, turning into 
thousands more little humans.  With a few more flicks of her wrist, 
Nuwa had populated the entire Earth!  However, she saw that as her 
humans died, there would be the need to make more of them.  So clever 
Nuwa split the humans into female and male.  This way they could 
reproduce themselves, allowing her to enjoy and admire what she had 
created for all time. 

 
Pangu and Nuwa: Glossary 
 
L1 vast adjective Something that is vast is extremely large 
L3 roiling verb Something that is roiling is full of violent movement and is 

extremely rough 
L5 lunar adjective The word lunar means relating to the moon. 
L9 protruding verb If something is protruding, it means it is sticking out. 
L13 nascent adjective Nascent things are just beginning and are expected to become 

stronger or to grow bigger 
L17 to and fro idiom If you go to and fro, you move backwards and forwards. 
L34 morphed verb If something morphs into another thing, especially something 

very different, the first thing changes into the second. 
L35 dewy adjective Something that is dewy is wet with dew – small drops of water. 
L40 coursed verb If something is coursing, it is moving quickly. 
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L41 fertile adjective Land that is fertile is able to support the growth of a large 
number of strong healthy plants. 

L44 deposits noun A deposit is an amount of a substance that has been left 
somewhere. 

L49 bounty Noun A bounty is something that is provided in large amounts. 
L68 mingled verb When you mingle, you move around and mix with people. 
L73 eternity noun Eternity is a time without any end.  It lasts forever. 

 
Pen to paper 

What have I understood? 

1. What was the first 
thing inside the 
egg to emerge? 

 
 
 
 

2. What did Pang do 
to Yin and Yang? 

 
 
 
 

3. As he lay dying, 
what did Pang’s 
body become? 

 
 
 
 

4. How was Nuwa 
formed? 

 
 
 
 

5. What did Nuwa 
long for and what 
did she do as a 
result? 

 

6. How did she 
ensure that the 
Earth never ran 
out of humans? 

 

7. What type of myth is 
this myth?  Aetiological?  
Historical? 
Psychological?  Why do 
you think what you do? 

 

 
New knowledge 

This term you are going to be tasked with writing your own myth.  One of the key aspects of 

writing is thinking about how we structure our writing.   

1. What does the term ‘structure’ mean?  

2. How is this myth ‘structured’? 
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The term ‘structure’ refers to the way in which a text is organised. 

This text is structured chronologically – in the order of the events that happened. 

This text uses paragraphs. 

This text uses time connectives. 

Pen to paper 
Questions to consider 

1. How do we know this 
text is structured 
chronologically? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is the purpose of 
the paragraphs in this 
text?  How do they help 
to organise the myth? 

 

3. What time connectives 
are used?  Why are 
time connectives 
used? 

 

 

Reflection 
As we read more myths, we are going to compile our writer’s toolkit.  This toolkit will help us 

identify some of the common features of mythological writing.  It will help us when we come to 

produce our own myth so we are able to follow the conventions of the form. 

So far we have established that myths  

✓ Explain how things came to be 

✓ Are chronological 

✓ Use time connectives 

✓ Use paragraphing with purpose 

 

Date: LE3: What is the myth of ‘Coyote Steals the Fire for the People’? 
BQ5: How are myths structured: what is Freytag’s pyramid? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between a 
concrete 
noun and an 
abstract 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What does 
the adjective 
‘vast’ mean? 
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3. What type of 
myth is 
Pangu and 
Nuwa? 

 
 
 
 

4. What did the 
myth of 
Pangu and 
Nuwa seek 
to explain? 

 
 
 
 

5. Identify 
three 
structural 
features of a 
myth.  

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: recap prior learning 
Over the past few lessons, we have been revising our understanding of proper, common, concrete and 

abstract nouns.   

Look at the painting below which is of the myth we read last lesson. If you were describing this 
painting to someone, what proper, common, concrete and abstract nouns might you use to aid 
you with the description?  Annotate your copy of the painting with your ideas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

New knowledge 
In this lesson we are going to read a myth entitled ‘Coyote Steals Fire for the People’. 
 

 
 
 

Coyote Steals Fire for the People from the Native American people of 
the United States 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
 
14 
15 
16 
 
17 
18 
 
19 
20 
21 
 
22 
 
23 
24 
 
25 
26 
 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
 
37 
38 
 
 

When the world was still brand-new, the Earth began turning with the 
seasons.  The people were happiest when spring blossomed and 
ripened the trees; when summer dropped plump and delicious fruit into 
their arms; and when autumn cast deep, warm colours into their 
dreams.  But the colours of autumn always faded, and then the 
pinpricks of frost came over the land, signalling winter. 
 
For the people, winter was brutal.  Each time the season rolled around, 
they became fearful and troubled, and some of the children and elders – 
the weaker ones of the tribe – died during the long, freezing nights.  The 
people had heard of fire, this mythical warmth-giving thing, but they had 
never seen it before and did not know where it came from.  “If only we 
had fire to stay warm during the winter!” they moaned, huddling 
together and mourning the recent death of one of their infants. 
 
Coyote, who with his thick coat had no need for fire, saw the people 
struggling year after year.  Their wails made the fur on his back stand 
on end.  Their sadness chilled Coyote to his bones. 
 
In early spring, before the chill had fully loosened its grip, Coyote found 
his animal friends.  He wanted to talk to them about helping the people. 
 
“It seems the people are not able to cope with our harsh winters,” 
Coyote said to Squirrel, Chipmunk and Frog.  “But we animals are able 
to survive the winter on our own.” 
 
Chipmunk nodded in agreement, “I hibernate…” 
 
“So do I,” Frog chimed in.  “I sleep for months on a bed of mud beneath 
the frozen surface of the pond.” 
 
“And I spend winters in my den, which is warm enough for me,” said 
Squirrel.  “And you have nice warm fur,” he said to Coyote. 
 
“You’re right, I am lucky,” said Coyote.  “The people are not so lucky.  I 
think I know a way to help them.  There is a mountaintop where the 
Fire-Beings live.  I stumbled upon these mystical creatures one evening 
while stalking the deep, enchanted parts of the forest.  Do you know of 
them?”  His friends all shook their heads.  “Well, these creatures are 
selfish and keep all the fire in the world to themselves, even though the 
people so desperately need it.  They closely guard their fire night and 
day, afraid that giving away their precious gift might lessen their power.  
But I’ve heard there is one moment in the early morning when they let 
their guard down.  At that moment, I will steal the fire for the people!” 
 
Coyote told his friends that he needed their help and they agreed to his 
plan. 
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39 
40 
41 
42 
 
43 
44 
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49 
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56 
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60 
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68 
69 
70 
 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
 
76 
77 

Coyote, Squirrel, Chipmunk and Frog set out for the camp of the Fire-
Beings.  The trail was still icy and just beginning to thaw, but the 
animals used their claws as they climbed the mountain where the Fire-
Beings lived. 
 
When they arrived close to the top of the mountain, it was the dead of 
night.  From a distance, the animals could see the orange glow of the 
fire and smell the piquant smoke.  However, only Coyote was to 
approach the camp of the Fire-Beings so he could secretly grab the fire 
and run when the time came.  The other animals stayed back, but not 
too far away, ready to help if necessary. 
 
As Coyote crept closer, he made sure to keep quiet, sleeping between 
the trees.  He saw four Beings, each sitting on their own blackened tree 
stump, forming a circle around a crackling bonfire.  Their bodies glowed 
red like coals and their eyes glinted like a flint.  At the ends of their 
fingers were long, vulture-like claws.  Their fire reached as high as the 
tops of the ancient trees surrounding the clearing and roared as it 
blazed. 
 
“So this is fire…” Coyote whispered to himself in awe. 
 
“Who goes there?” screeched one of the Fire-Beings as they all rose to 
their feet. 
 
“What do you want with us?”  screeched another. 
 
“It’s nothing,” said a third Being, peering directly at Coyote in his paltry 
hiding place.  “Just a mangy coyote who has no need for fire.”  And the 
Fire-Beings turned away from him. 
 
Coyote heaved a deep sigh and lay down on the ground, a few feet 
closer to the Fire-Beings’ camp.  They had mistaken him for an ordinary 
coyote and didn’t care that he was there.  Well then, Coyote thought, all 
the easier to inch even nearer to the prize. 
 
With fallen pine needles, dried hickory scraps and other detritus from 
the forest, the Fire-Beings fed the fire to grow to massive proportions. 
As the night wore on, each Fire-Being retreated to their shelter to 
sleep, one by one, until there was only one left on guard. 
 
As the deep night lightened into dawn, the last Fire-Being yawned 
deeply.  I t was nearly his turn to sleep, and Coyote could tell he was 
getting weary.  The Fire-Being slunk over to the shelter and called out, 
“Sister, come out here and watch the fire.  I’m tired now and I want to 
rest.” 
 
“I’m coming,” she replied, bleary-eyed and sluggish.  But she did not 
come right away. 
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This was the moment for Coyote to make his move! 
 
Seizing his chance, Coyote pounced – snatching a burning stick from the 
fire.  He placed it carefully between his teeth and sprang away down the 
mountain with the stolen prize. 
 
The Fire-Beings saw that they had been tricked.  Shrieking, they flew 
down the mountain after him.  As fast as Coyote could run, the Fire-
Beings were faster.  One of them reached out and grabbed the tip of 
Coyote’s tail, singeing it white with fierce heat.  This is why Coyotes’ tail 
tips are still white to this day. 
 
Coyote yelped in pain and his friends immediately came to help. 
 
“Squirrel, grab the fire!” Coyote shouted.  He tossed the burning branch 
to Squirrel, who placed it on her back and ran.  But the fire was too hot 
for Squirrel and it curled her tail right up and back, which is how 
squirrels’ tails became this shape. 
 
The Fire-Beings were too fast for Squirrel, too, and they soon caught up 
with her.  “Chipmunk, take the fire!” Squirrel yelled to her friend, who 
caught the fire.  But the Fire-Beings were catching up to him fast.  As 
Chipmunk turned to run away, one of the Beings scratched down the 
length of his back with its steely claws, creating the three lines that you 
can still see on a chipmunk’s back today. 
 
Thankfully, Frog hopped alongside and grabbed the fire from 
Chipmunk’s tiny claws.  The Fire-Beings grabbed Frog’s tail, trying to 
stop her.  Frog wriggled free, still holding on to the fire, but left her tail 
behind, which is why frogs now don’t have tails. 
 
“Over here,” yelled Wood, a gnarled tree trunk with two knots for eyes 
and a hollow opening for a mouth.  “Toss the fire to me!” 
 
Frog hopped as fast as possible towards Wood, just as the Fire-Beings 
were closing in.  She tossed the fire into Wood’s mouth, which then 
closed.  Everyone heard a faint sizzle as Wood swallowed the fire, and 
the chase ceased at once.  The animals heaved with relief. 
 
The Fire-Beings stopped in their tracks.  They gathered together, 
blinking their flinty eyes and glowing redder with every second, but they 
did not know how to get the fire out of Wood.  First, they tried to bribe it 
with gifts of smoke and light.  But what use were these to Wood?  Next, 
they sang enchanted songs, trying to coax the fire out of Wood.  But 
Wood did not hear their songs.  Becoming enraged, the Fire-Beings 
started to shout and threaten Wood with knives.  But Wood was immune 
to these threats, and the Fire-Beings had to give up.  Angry and 
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defeated, the Fire-Beings trudged back to their mountaintop, knowing 
that a piece of their precious fire had been relinquished. 
 
But Wood whispered to clever Coyote how to get the fire out of him!  
Coyote then went back to the people and showed them how to rub two 
dry wooden sticks together and spin a sharpened stick in a hole in 
another piece of wood. 
 
“This is how you make heat…” he told the people.  “And eventually fire.” 
 
The people would never again suffer during freezing winters.  They 
were forever grateful to Coyote for the gift of fire. 

Coyote Steals Fire for the People: Glossary 
 
L15 wails noun If someone wails, it means that they cry loudly in a high pitch. 
L30 enchanted verb If someone is enchanted, they are under a spell. 
L45 piquant adjective Something that is piquant has a pleasantly spicy taste. 
L60  paltry adjective A paltry amount of money or of something else is one that you 

consider to be very small. 
L61 mangy adjective A mangy animal looks dirty, uncared for or ill. 
L67 detritus noun The detritus is the small pieces of rubbish that remain after an 

event has finished or when something has been used. 
L85  singeing verb If you singe something, it burns very slightly. 
L96  steely adjective Steely is used to emphasise that something is hard, strong 

and determined. 
L107 ceased  verb If something ceases, it stops happening or existing. 
L112 coaxed verb If you coax someone into doing something, you gently try to 

persuade them to do it. 
L117 relinquished verb If you relinquish something such as power or control, you give 

it up. 
 

Pen to Paper 
What have I understood? 

1. What can the 
people not cope 
without? 

 
 
 
 

2. What plan did 
Coyote have? 

 
 
 
 

3. Why were the 
Fire-Beings 
undisturbed by 
Coyote? 

 
 
 
 



FXO2022 
 

18 
 

4. This myth explains 
how  
a. Coyote’s tails 
b. Squirrel’s tails 
c. Chipmunk’s 

Back 
d. Frog’s lack of a 

tail 
came to be.  Can you 
explain one in the 
space provided? 

 
 
 
 

5. Where did Frog 
send the fire and 
what did this 
mean for the 
Fire-Beings? 

 

6. What advice did 
Wood give them 
so that they could 
get to fire? 

 

7. What type of myth 
is Coyote Steals 
the Fire for the 
People? 

 
 
 

 
Pen to paper 

Last lesson we established the beginning of our writers’ toolkit for structuring a myth.  We 

established that the myth of Pangu and Nuwa drew upon the following elements: 

 Is this true for the myth ‘Coyote Steals Fire for the People’? 
 Yes, it is true.  My evidence 

is… 
No, it is not true.  My evidence 

is… 
Purpose: to explain how 
something came to be 

 
 
 

 

Chronological  
 
 

 

Time connectives  
 
 

 

Paragraphing with purpose  
 
 

 

 

New knowledge: The narrative arc 
Aristotle argues that effective stories can be broken down into elements, usually including 

exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution and that when writers are 

constructing a story they should include these five elements in order to write an engaging story. 

Exposition The start of the story.  Introduction to the setting and the characters. 
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Inciting incident A moment that acts as a trigger for the story – it kick starts the action. 

Rising action The characters and their situation is developed and a level of conflict is 
introduced. 

Climax The highest point of tension / the big moment. 
Falling action The consequences that follow as a result of the climatic event. 
Denouement The way in which the story ends – either where everything is resolved or a 

cliffhanger is used. 
 

 

Pen to Paper 
Let’s see if the narrative arc can be applied to the myth we have read in today’s lesson. 

Exposition: the start of 
the story.  Introduction 
to the setting and the 
characters. 

 
 
 
 
 

Inciting incident: a 
moment that acts as a 
trigger for the story – it 
kick starts the action. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rising action: the 
characters and their 
situation is developed 
and a level of conflict is 
introduced. 

 
 
 
 
 

Exposition 

Inciting 

incident 

Rising 

action 

Climax 

Falling 

action 

Denouement 
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Climax: the highest 
point of tension / the big 
moment. 

 
 
 
 
 

Falling action: the 
consequences that 
follow as a result of the 
climatic event 

 
 
 
 
 

Denouement: the way in 
which the story ends – 
either where everything 
is resolved or a 
cliffhanger is used. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Reflection 

As we read more myths, we are going to compile our writer’s toolkit.  This toolkit will help us 

identify some of the common features of mythological writing.  It will help us when we come to 

produce our own myth so we are able to follow the conventions of the form. 

So far we have established that myths 

✓ Can explain how something came to be 

✓ Are chronological 

✓ Use time connectives 

✓ Use paragraphing with purpose 

✓ Use a narrative arc: exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action and 

denouement. 

 

Date: LE4: BQ6: What is an adjective? BQ7: When should a new paragraph be 
started? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between an 
abstract noun 
and a common 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. Why did 
Coyote want 
to help the 
people? 

 
 
 
 

3. What did we 
learn about 
Coyote’s tails 
OR squirrel’s 
tails OR 
chipmunk’s 
back OR Frog’s 
lack of a tail? 
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4. How did the 
people 
acquire the 
fire in the 
end? 

 
 
 
 

5. How are 
narratives 
structured 
according to 
Freytag? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is an adjective? 
An adjective is a word that is used to describe a noun. 
 
Look at the following sentences.  Can you identify the adjectives within each sentence?  
 

1. The trail was still icy. 

2. From a distance, the animals could see the orange glow of the fire and smell the piquant 

smoke. 

3. As Coyote crept closer, he made sure to keep quiet. 

4. He saw four Beings, each sitting on their own blackened tree stump, forming a circle 

around a crackling bonfire. 

5. At the ends of their fingers were long, vulture-like claws. 

6. “It’s nothing,” said a third Being, peering directly at Coyote in his paltry hiding place.  “Just 

a mangy coyote who has no need for fire.”   

7. With fallen pine needles, dried hickory scraps and other detritus from the forest, the Fire-

Beings fed the fire to grow to massive proportions. 

8. Seizing his chance, Coyote pounced – snatching a burning stick from the fire.  

9. He placed it carefully between his teeth and sprang away down the mountain with the 

stolen prize. 

10. As Chipmunk turned to run away, one of the Beings scratched down the length of his back 

with its steely claws. 

 
New knowledge 

How are myths structured?  Paragraphing 
 
Over the past few lessons we have been exploring how myths are structured.  We have learnt 
that myths are written chronologically, using time connectives to sequence actions and key 
events.  We’ve also learnt that they can follow the narrative arc of exposition, inciting incident, 
rising action, climax, falling action, denouement. 
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This narrative arc is developed through the paragraphs that the writer constructs.  A paragraph 
is a section of a piece of writing.  A paragraph always begins on a new line and contains at least 
one sentence. 
 
New paragraphs begin for one of five main reasons: 
 
Ti Time Where there is a shift in time, a new paragraph should be started 
P Person / 

Speaker 
When a new person is introduced or if there is a change of speaker in dialogue, 
a new paragraph should be started 

To Topic If a new topic, idea or subject is introduced then a new paragraph should be 
started. 

P  Place Every time a new place is introduced, a new paragraph should be started. 
 

Pen to Paper 
Look at the paragraphs taken from the myth of Coyote Steals Fire From the People.  
 
Can you identify the reason a new paragraph has been started each time? 
 
Remember - Ti – Time / P – Person / Speaker / To – Topic / P – Place 
 

Paragraph Reason for change of 
paragraph 

For the people, winter was brutal.  Each time the season rolled 
around, they became fearful and troubled, and some of the 
children and elders – the weaker ones of the tribe – died during 
the long, freezing nights.  The people had heard of fire, this 
mythical warmth-giving thing, but they had never seen it before an 
did not know where it came from. 

 

“If only we had fire to stay warm during the winter!” they moaned, 
huddling together and mourning the recent death of one of their 
infants. 

 

Coyote, who with his thick coat had no need for fire, saw the 
people struggling year after year.  Their wails made the fur on his 
back stand on end. 

 

In early spring, before the chill had fully loosened its grip, Coyote 
found his animal friends.  He wanted to talk to them about helping 
the people. 

 

“It seems the people are not able to cope with our harsh winters,” 
Coyote said to Squirrel, Chipmunk and Frog.  “But we animals are 
able to survive the winter on our own.” 

 

 
Pen to Paper 

Now it’s your turn!  Look at the image on the next page.  I have used this image to construct a 
short paragraph of writing, which you can see next to it. 
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Prometheus, having been dragged to Causcasus, chained and kept 
prisoner for months on end, knew he had to escape.  It was time to pay 
Zeus a lesson.  Craftily and with great power, Prometheus conjured up a 
fire ball.  If Zeus wanted conflict, then Prometheus had every intention of  
destroying him in the most violent way possible.   
 
Now, in pairs, you are going to continue this piece of writing on for a 
minimum of two further paragraphs.  Each time you begin a new 
paragraph, however, will be for a different reason. 
 

▪ Paragraph 2: Person change 
▪ Paragraph 3: Topic change 
▪ Paragraph 4: Place change 
▪ Paragraph 5: Time change 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE5: BQ8: What is the difference between a comparative adjective and a 
superlative adjective?  BQ9: Why is it important to vary our paragraph 

lengths? 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between a 
proper and 
common 
noun? 

 
 
 

2. What is an 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
myth? 

 
 
 
 

4. What are the 
three types 
of myth? 

 
 
 
 

5. What five 
reasons are 
there for 
starting a 
new 
paragraph? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is the difference between a comparative adjective and a superlative adjective? 
A comparative adjective is an adjective used to compare two people or things. Most comparative 
adjectives end with -er.  For example: bigger 
 
A superlative adjective is an adjective used to compare three or more people or things.  Most 
superlative adjectives end with -est. For example: biggest 
 
Look at the following chart.  For each of the adjectives below, could you identify their 
comparative and superlative form. 
 

Adjective Comparative Superlative Adjective Comparative Superlative 
big   free   

mad   happy   
busy   little   
good   old   

 
Challenge: could you write your own sentences using a comparative and a superlative adjective? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



FXO2022 
 

25 
 

New knowledge 
Last lesson we were exploring why writers start new paragraphs.  There are four main reasons: 
a shift in time, a shift in place, a shift in person or speaker and a shift in topic. 
 
But one other thing writers do is they try to vary their paragraph lengths to make their writing 
more interesting.  Some paragraphs can be very short – even just one sentence, whilst others 
can be very long. 
 
In today’s lesson, I want us to think about why we might vary our paragraph lengths and have a 
go at doing so ourselves. 
 
Long paragraph 1 
Look at this paragraph.  This is quite a long paragraph.  It is also the first paragraph of today’s 
story. 
 
When the world was still brand-new, the Earth began turning with the seasons.  The people were 
happiest when spring blossomed and ripened the trees; when summer dropped plump and 
delicious fruits into their arms; and when autumn cast deep, warm colours into their dreams.  
But the colours of autumn always faded, and then the pinpricks of frost came over the land, 
signalling winter. 
 
 

Why do you think the writer has 
chosen to use a long paragraph 
here? 

 

 
 
Long paragraph 2 
Look at this paragraph.  This is also quite a long paragraph but it features later on in the story. 
 
The Fire-Beings stopped in their tracks.  They gathered together, blinking their flinty eyes and 
glowing redder with every second, but they did not know how to get the fire out of Wood.  First, 
they tried to bribe it with gifts of smoke and light.  But what use were these to Wood?  Next, they 
sang enchanted songs, trying to coax the fire out of Wood.  But Wood did not hear their songs.  
Becoming enraged, the Fire-Beings started to shout and threaten Wood with knives.  But Wood 
was immune to these threats, and the Fire-Beings had to give up.  Angry and defeated, the Fire-
Beings trudged back to their mountain top, knowing that a piece of their precious fire had been 
relinquished. 
 
 

Why do you think the writer has 
chosen to use a long paragraph 
here? 

 

 
 
Short paragraph 1 
Look at the middle paragraph below.  This is the shortest paragraph in the story. 
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As the deep night lightened into dawn, the last Fire-Being yawned deeply.  It was nearly his turn 
to sleep, and Coyote could tell he was getting weary.  The Fire-Being slunk over to the shelter 
and called out, “Sister, come out here and watch the fire.  I’m tired now and I want to rest.” 
 
This was the moment for Coyote to make his move! 
 
Seizing his chance, Coyote pounced – snatching a burning stick from the fire.  He placed it 
carefully between his teeth and sprang away down the mountain with the stolen prize. 
 
 

Why do you think the writer has 
chosen to use a short paragraph 
here? 

 

 
 
Short paragraph 2 
Look at the short paragraphs below. 
 
“So this is fire…” Coyote whispered to himself in awe. 
 
“Who goes there?” screeched one of the Fire-Beings as they all rose to their feet. 
 
“What do you want with us?” screeched another. 
 
“It’s nothing,” said a third Being, peering directly at Coyote in his paltry hiding place. 
 
 

Why do you think the writer has 
chosen to use short paragraphs 
here? 

 

 
 

Reflection 
So although this is a generalised list, we have learnt through our reading of Coyote Steals the 
Fire for the People that 
 
Long paragraphs: 

▪ Scene setting, background details, topics 
▪ Description 

 
Short paragraphs: 

▪ Quick dialogue / conversations 
▪ Dramatic tension 

 
Using a combination of long and short paragraphs makes our writing more interesting and 
engaging for the reader because it helps to vary the pace.  It avoid monotony. 
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Pen to paper 

You are now going to experiment in varying your paragraph lengths using the image below. 

 

Pgh 1: long paragraph –setting the scene 
which could include details about the setting, 
the character and how he has ended up where 
he is. 
 
Pgh 2: short sentence - Dramatic tension 
 
Pgh 3: sequence of short sentences – dialogue 
 
Pgh 4: long paragraph – descriptive details, 
perhaps leading up to an attack. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Date: LE6: BQ10: What is the difference between the definite and indefinite 
article?  BQ11: What are the main character archetypes? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is an 

adjective? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
comparative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
superlative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

4. Why might 
writers craft 
long 
paragraphs in 
their writing? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why might 
writers craft 
short 
paragraphs in 
their writing? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is the difference between the definite and indefinite article? 
The definite article ‘the’ is used before a noun to indicate that the identity of the noun is known to 
the reader.  For example: I think an animal is in the garage. 
 
The indefinite article ‘a’ or ‘an’ is used before a noun that is general or when its identity is not 
known.  For example: A boy near me raised his hand. 
 
What about this example? 
 

I ate an apple yesterday.  The apple 
was juicy and delicious. 

 

  
Can you explain the use of the definite and indefinite articles in the examples below? 
 
Anansi the Spider 
sat in his web up 
in a tree.  
 
Definite – the 
(spider) 
Indefinite – a 
(tree) 
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You see, all the  
world’s stories 
were kept locked 
in a big wooden 
box by the sky god, 
Nyame. 
 
Definite – the 
(world’s stories / 
sky god) 
Indefinite – a (big 
wooden box) 

 

 
New knowledge 

In this lesson we are going to read the start of our new myth – all the way from Africa!  It is 
called Anansi and the Box of Stories. 
 

 
 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
 
6 
 
7 
 
8 
9 
 
10 
11 
12 
 
13 
14 
15 
 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
 
 

Anansi and the Box of Stories from the Ashanti people of present-day 
Ghana. 

 
One clear and beautiful night, when the stars shone like punctures in 
the fabric of the dark sky, Anansi the Spider sat in his web up in a tree.  
He was enjoying himself immensely, looking down on a group of 
villagers sitting around a roaring fire.  But the villagers didn’t seem to 
be enjoying themselves as much as he. 
 
“I’m bored,” said one of the villagers, yawning. 
 
“There’s nothing to do,” said another, staring blankly into the distance. 
 
“Just another ordinary night around the fire,” a woman said, rolling her 
eyes. 
 
Bored on a glorious night like tonight?  Anansi thought.  How can I help?  
Anansi the Spider loved a bit of fun and was saddened to see the people 
so spiritless. 
 
Then, clear as the sky, the perfect solution appeared: Anansi would 
retrieve the box of stories for them!  Then they’d be entertained and 
delighted. 
 
You see, all the world’s stories were kept locked in a big wooden box by 
the sky god, Nyame.  Famous stories!  Funny stories!  Frightening 
stories!  Nyame kept every single story dating back to the beginning of 
time, so the box contained the ancestral tales of any person or animal 
who had ever lived.  The people around the fire would be absolutely 
delighted! 
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But how could he get that box of stories?  Now, Anansi the Spider was a 
trickster of the highest order.  He could deceive almost anybody into 
doing almost anything.  Anansi talked the toad out of eating him more 
than once.  He had conned the centipede out of either of his most 
comfortable slippers.  And most often he coerced flies into his web by 
telling them jokes.  He even got around by hitching rides on the backs of 
people – some of the most spider fearing creatures of all.  Yes, Anansi 
was clever.  But Nyame was a god, and too smart to be tricked into 
giving him that precious box.  Still, Anansi loved a challenge as much as 
he loved a bit of fun. 

 
Pen to Paper 

What have I understood? 

1. The exposition is 
where we are 
introduced to the 
characters and the 
setting.  What is the 
exposition of this 
myth? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is the 
inciting incident? 

 
 
 
 

3. Identify 2 time 
connectives the 
writer has used to 
help structure 
this myth. 

 
 
 
 

4. We have been 
learning about why 
writers start new 
paragraphs?  Look at 
the following 
paragraphs and 
identify why a new 
paragraph has been 
started. 

Paragraph 2: 
 
Paragraph 6: 
 
Paragraph 7: 
 
 
 

5. Paragraphs 2-4 are 
a sequence of short 
paragraphs.  Why 
have a sequence of 
short paragraphs 
been used here? 

 

6. Paragraph 8 is a 
long paragraph.  
Why has the 
writer chosen to 
use a long 
paragraph here? 
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7. What type of 
character is 
Anansi, the 
spider? 

 
 
 

 
New knowledge: Character archetypes 

At the start of this myth, we are told that Anansi is a trickster. A trickster is a character 

archetype.  An archetype is something that is considered to be a perfect or typical example of a 

particular kind or person or thing, because it has all their most important characteristics. 

The trickster archetype – a character in a story who navigates their way through their wit.  They 

are highly intelligent, craft and possess some kind of secret knowledge, which they use to trick 

other characters.   

 

What evidence is there from the 
myth that Anansi is a trickster? 

 

 

Vladimir Propp (1895-1970) was a folklorist researcher who claimed that characters could be 

classified into certain roles or archetypes that progress a story.  He believed these were 

important because he argued that stories are character driven and that plots develop from the 

decisions and actions of characters and how they function in a story.  He identified 8 character 

archetypes: 

 

The Hero Propp defined two types of Hero. 
1. The seeker who goes on a quest to defeat evil. 
2. The victim who directly suffers from the action of the villain at the 

start of the story. 
The Villain The character who causes some form of ‘misfortune, damage or harm’ by 

stealing a magical object for their own gain, ruining crops, kidnapping a 
person, or committing a murder. 
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The Donor The character who is prepared to help the hero by providing something 
crucial. 

The Helper The character who uses their force or cunningness to help the hero  
The Princess The sought-after character. 
The Dispatcher The character who sends the hero on their quest. 
The False-Hero The character who initially appears as good but turns out to be evil. 

 
Pen to paper 

Thinking about the myths we have read and the characters we have encountered so far (Pangu, 

Nuwa, Coyote, the Fire-Beings, Squirrel, Chipmunk and Frog) along with your own reading / 

viewing habits (any films you have watched), can you identify examples of each of the character 

archetypes? 

The Hero 1. The seeker who goes on a 
quest to defeat evil 

2. The victim who directly 
suffers from the action of 
the villain at the start of the 
story 

 
 
 
 

The Villain The character who causes some 
form of ‘misfortune, damage or 
harm’ by stealing a magical 
object for their own gain, ruining 
crops, kidnapping a person or 
committing a murder. 

 
 
 
 

The Donor The character who is prepared 
to help the hero by providing 
something crucial 

 
 
 
 
 

The 
Helper 

The character who uses their 
force or cunningness to help the 
hero. 

 
 
 
 
 

The 
Princess 

The sought-after character  
 
 
 
 

The 
Dispatcher 

The character who sends the 
hero on their quest. 

 
 
 
 
 

The False-
Hero 

The character who initially 
appears as good but turns out to 
be evil. 
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Reflection 

As the years have gone by, the list of character archetypes or stock characters has grown over 

time.  Other stock characters are not inclusive of but can include: 

Anti-hero Bad boy Battle-axe Black knight Boy or girl next 
door 

The brains The con artist Damsel in 
distress 

doppelganger Joker 

Femme fatale Foil Geek Loner Mad scientist 
Nemesis Sidekick Village idiot Wise man Yuppie 

 

What other archetypes or stock 
characters can you think of? 

 

 

Date: LE7: BQ12: What is a noun phrase?  What is the myth of ‘Anansi and the 
Box of Stories’? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

definite 
article? 

 
 
 

2. What is the 
indefinite 
article? 

 
 
 

3. What is the 
name of the 
myth we 
started 
reading and 
where is it 
from? 

 
 
 
 

4. Who was 
Vladimir 
Propp? 

 
 
 

5. What are 
Propp’s 8 
character 
archetypes? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now:  What is a noun phrase? 
What is a noun phrase? 

A noun is a word used to refer to a person, place or object. 

A phrase is a small group of words that stand together and have meaning. 
A noun phrase is a phrase that has a noun as its head – e.g. the most important word within the 
phrase. 
The definite article ‘the’ is used before a noun to indicate that the identity of the noun is known to 
the reader.  



FXO2022 
 

34 
 

The indefinite article ‘a’ or ‘an’ is used before a noun that is general or when its identity is not 
known.   
An adjective is a word that is used to describe a noun. 
 
For example, 
 

The Bored villagers. 
 

definite article 
 

Adjective 
 

noun (collective – a group) 
 
 
Now look at the following noun phrases, can you identify 

a. The article 
b. The adjective/s 
c. The noun (and its type) 

1.  The Vast universe  
  

 
   

 
2.  A nascent giant.  
  

 
   

 
3.  The Dewy misty morning 
  

 
   

 
4.  The Fertile green lands. 
  

 
   

 
5.  A Steely resilient warrior. 
  

 
   

 
New knowledge 

Last lesson we started reading the myth ‘Anansi and the Box of Stories’.  We learnt that the 
villagers were bored so Anansi had a plan to find the book of stories to try and entertain them.  
BUT, in order to do so he would have to trick Nyame, the sky god. 
 
 

 
 
 
32 
 
33 
34 
35 

Anansi and the Box of Stories from the Ashanti people of present-day 
Ghana. 

 
… 
 
The next morning, Anansi spun a silken thread long and strong enough 
to lead him up into the sky, where Nyame lived.  With the help of the 
gentle breeze, Anansi arrived at Nyame’s heavenly home. 
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Bowing to the god on his eight little legs, Anansi said, “Great sky god, 
Nyame!  What must I do to acquire your box of stories?  I want to bring 
them to the people of Earth to enjoy.” 
 
Nyame laughed so hard, the sky shook.  His voice boomed with thunder.  
“How do you propose to afford my box of stories, little spider?  Kings 
have tried to buy my box, but even their riches were not enough to pay 
the price.  Great warriors have tried to steal it, but they have never 
been able to wrest it from me.” 
 
Anansi asked again what he must do to get the stories.  Nyame thought 
for a moment, a sneaky smile creeping up into the corners of his 
mouth.  He said, “Bring me these four things: Onini the Python, who can 
swallow a goat whole; Osebo the Leopard, with his spear-sharp teeth; 
Mmoboro the Hornet, whose sting feels like red-hot needles; and 
Mmoatia the Invisible Fairy, with the most terrible temper.” 
 
Anansi was frightened.  Any one of these four creatures could easily kill 
him.  He couldn’t trick his way through this impossible task.  But still, he 
wanted the people to have their stories.  “I promise to return with the 
creatures you desire!” he exclaimed with false confidence. 
 
First up…Onini the Python! 
 
To try and capture this snake as big as a tree trunk, Anansi went down 
to the watering hole where Onini drank. 
 
“My oh my!” said Anansi, in a mocking tone, while scurrying back and 
forth along the bank of the watering hole.  “You’re a pretty big python, 
Onini.  But I don’t think you’re nearly as long as this stick I have here…” 
 
Anansi feigned a confident posture atop a large stick on the ground.  
Onini flicked his diamond-shaped head in the direction of the tiny voice 
that taunted him.  Who would dare say such things to the snake who 
could swallow a goat whole?  The python unfurled his hefty body slowly 
and deliberately, displaying ever colourful scale, and glided right up to 
the spider.  His giant grin bared knife-like fangs.  Anansi looked up at 
Onini and suppressed the shiver running through all eight of his legs, 
but he did not flinch. 
 
“Indeed, I am every bit as long as your stick, you puny spider.  In fact, 
I’m bigger!”  Onini the Python replied, incredulous.  And to prove that he 
was longer than the stick, he lay down next to it, stretching out his body 
for what seemed like miles to Anansi. 
 
“No, no, no,” said Anansi, trying his luck.  “You’re not lying down straight 
enough.  We can’t truly measure your impressive length unless I attach 
you to the stick.”  Onini reluctantly agreed, and Anansi quickly bound the 
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python to the stick with his web.  The massive snake thrashed against 
the sticky web, which did not budge but became tighter with every 
movement. 
 
“You’re mine now!” Anansi celebrated.  And the spider took Onini the 
Python, who could swallow a goat whole, up to Nyame in the sky. 
 
Nyame was surprised to see the spider dragging the great Onini to his 
doorstep.  No matter, thought Nyama, let’s see him try to catch the 
Leopard! 
 
Next, Osebo the Leopard… 
 
Anansi was terrified of this killing machine – with his powerful jaws 
and body that could easily crush a spider – so he had to be extra tricky 
and extra clever.  Anansi knew that the fearsome Osebo walked the 
same route to the watering hole every night.  So during the day, Anansi 
dug a deep pit in the ground along the well-trodden path and covered it 
with sticks and leaves.  It was completely hidden from sight.  When 
Osebo strode to the water hole that night, he fell right in! 
 
“Help! I’m trapped!  Somebody, please help me…” the Leopard begged as 
he hopelessly flailed and lunged about the pit.  Anansi could see and 
hear Osebo’s long tail whipping through the air, and he approached the 
hole with great care. 
 
“I can help you, Osebo,” Anansi called as he threw long, silken threads 
of web down to him.  “Wrap these around yourself like ropes, and I will 
pull you out.” 
 
Osebo was so thirsty he would have done anything to get out of the pit.  
So, he wrapped himself in Anansi’s sticky web.  Osebo soon realised 
he’d been tricked, because with each twist of the web, the leopard 
became more entangled and more afraid.  He strained his muscular 
body within the spider’s silk wrapping. 
 
When Anansi pulled Osebo out, the great creature could hardly move.  
The spider bound him even tighter. 
 
“You’re mine now!” Anansi celebrated.  And the spider took Osebo the 
Leopard, with spear-sharp teeth, up to Nyame in the sky. 
 
Nyame was shocked when he spotted Anansi hauling Osebo through 
the air.  I cannot believe it, thought Nyame as Anansi delivered the 
mighty leopard.  Well, that’s only two out of four.  Surely Anansi will 
soon run out of his clever tricks. 
 
Thurd, Mmoboro the Hornet… 
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Now carrying a calabash – a hollowed-out gourd – filled with water, 
Anansi went to the forest where Mmoboro the Hornet lived.  Fearful of 
this creature’s red-hot sting, he devised a plan to capture him.  Anansi 
climbed to a branch just above the hornet’s nest and poured some of 
the water onto a banana leaf above his own head.  He then poured 
some water on the hornet’s nest and shouted to Mmoboro, “It’s raining 
very hard!” 
 
The hornet peered out of his nest, droning loudly.  Anansi couldn’t tell 
what the sound meant.  Was Mmoboro curious or annoyed?  Was he 
alerting scores of fellow hornets, waiting to mobilise them with a single 
buzz? 
 
“Your nest is getting wet,” Anansi added.  “Quick, fly into my calabash!  It 
will keep you dry.” 
 
Mmoboro, seeing all the dripping water, flew quick-as-a-flash toward 
the calabash – but the sight of Mmoboro’s stinger sent shocks through 
Anansi.  The spider flinched, causing the hornet to miss the gourd and 
bump his head on the rim.  Mmoboro staggered backwards and Anansi 
gasped.  Oh no! He thought.  I’ve missed my chance! 
 
“What is this trick?” Mmoboro buzzed angrily.  “Let me in!” Anansi tilted 
the calabash’s opening toward the hornet, and prayed he’d make it 
inside this time.  Mmoboro landed at the bottom of the calabash – 
success!  Anansi quickly covered the opening with the banana leaf and 
wrapped his sticky web around the whole thing. 
 
Mmoboro was trapped…and he was furious!  Anansi heard him sounding 
a pattern of buzzes: long-short-short-long, long-short-short-long.  
With no time to celebrate, Anansi glided away quickly on the breeze, 
and up, up, up toward Nyame in the sky.  Mmoboro was safely in tow, 
and the rest of the swarm was far behind. 
 
Nyame saw Ananasi gliding along the breeze with a wrapped calabash 
held firmly in his eight legs.  “Here!” Anansi said, out of breath, dropping 
the calabash at Nyame’s feet.  “Inside this calabash is Mmoboro the 
Hornet, whose sting feels like red-hot needles!”  Anansi glided off to 
capture the last of the four, leaving Nyame slack-jawed on his own 
doorstep.  At this point, the sky god thought to hide his box of stories.  
But a promise was a promise, and there was still one more chance for 
Anansi to mess up. 
 
And lastly, Mmoatia the Invisible Fairy… 
 
Anansi knew that catching the Invisible Fairy would be the hardest task 
of all…and one of the most dangerous.  When she got angry – and that 
was often – she could kill any living thing with just a touch of her finger.  
She could throw lightning from her eyes and set whole forests on fire.  
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Her screech could cause small creatures like Anansi to disintegrate at 
once. 
 
And Anansi couldn’t even see her, so how could he capture her?!  He 
knew he had to make her – or her terrible temper – visible somehow.  
So the clever trickster created a little doll out of twigs and leaves and 
pieces of fluff and smeared sticky sap all over it.  The doll was exactly 
the same size as Mmoatia, the Invisible Fairy, and looked sweet and 
friendly.  He brought the doll to the thicket where fairies were known to 
play, placed it against a tree and set a bowl of delicious yams in front of 
it.  Then Anansi scurried onto a low branch nearby to wait. 
 
And sure enough, Mmoatia, the Invisible Fairy, eventually arrived that 
evening when the moon was high in the sky.  She ate the delicious 
yams and sighed a satisfied sigh, thanking the doll.  But when the doll 
said nothing in return, Mmoatia’s temper began to bubble and boil. 
 
“You’re incredibly rude!” she shouted at the doll, then slapped it with 
both hands.  Nothing happened to the doll, of course, but Mmoatia’s 
fingers stuck to the sticky sap.  “Let me go, or I’ll kick you!” the fairy 
shouted. 
 
Struggling with the doll, Mmoatia kicked with both her invisible feet and 
they got stuck too.  While Anansi still couldn’t see the fairy, he could 
see the doll being tossed everywhere.  From the safety of his low 
branch, he giggled at his cleverness, thinking of the box of stories that 
was soon to be his.  But Anansi knew he had to act quickly, as 
Mmoatia’s temper was growing. 
 
The fairy thrashed about on the ground, trying to unstick herself from 
the doll.  But with every punch and jerk of her body, Mmoatia became 
more trapped.  Anansi had to be very careful not to get crushed, so he 
waited for a lull in the action.  Then he swiftly picked up the doll and the 
invisible fairy and wrapped his web many times around them both. 
 
Mmoatia tried to lash out and unleashed a bolt of lightning from her 
eyes, which hit a tree and set it on fire.  Soon the whole fairy thicket 
was crackling in flames.  Anansi scurried left and right, holding onto the 
doll and the fairy while dodging burning branches falling from the trees.  
The heat was almost unbearable for the little spider, and Mmoatia’s 
cackle sounded in his ears, making him stagger. 
 
Anansi managed to throw a silken thread in the direction of the upward 
wind.  The silk caught the strong breeze and floated the spider, the doll 
and the tempestuous fairy up and away. 
 
“You’re mine now!” Anansi celebrated as they cleared the burning 
forest.  And the spider took Mmoatia, the Invisible Fairy, with the most 
terrible temper, up to Nyame in the sky. 
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Anansi had done it!  He’d captured Onini, the Python, Osebo the Leopard, 
Mmoboro the Hornet and Mmoatia the Invisible Fairy…all for Nyame the 
Sky God.  The wooden box of stories would soon be his to deliver to the 
people! 
 
When Anansi arrived at the doorstep with the fourth and final creature, 
Nyame was defeated – but impressed.  The sky god bowed his head for 
the very first time.  Anansi bowed back, grateful for the challenge and 
glorying in his success. 
 
“Clever, little spider,” Nyame said to Anansi, “you have done what many 
great kinds and warriors have not been able to.  As promised, and with 
many blessings, I grant you my wooden box of stories!” 
 
As Anansi released the stories, the world began to take on a more 
vibrant colour, which intensified the more the stories were told and 
retold.  The wind laughed, the animals cheered and the people listened 
to the stories and loved them.  The stories entertained, delighted and 
deepened their lives, just as Anansi had hoped.  The people told the 
stories to their children, and their children told the stories to their 
children, and so on, passing them down for generations. 
 
And this is how you are able to hear the tale of "Anansi and the Box of 
Stories” even today. 
 

Anansi and the Box of Stories: Glossary 
 
L37 acquire verb If you acquire something, you buy or obtain it for yourself, or 

someone gives it to you. 
L57 scurrying verb If someone or something scurries, then they move there 

quickly and hurriedly. 
L60 feigned verb If someone feigns a particular feeling, attitude or physical 

condition, they try to make other people think that they have it 
or are experiencing it, although this is not true. 

L62 taunted verb If someone taunts you, they say unkind or insulting things to 
you. 

L63 hefty adjective Hefty means large in size, weight or amount. 
L69 incredulous adjective If someone is incredulous, they are unable to believe 

something because it is very surprising or shocking. 
L92 Flailed verb If your arms or legs flail, they wave about in an energetic but 

uncontrolled way. 
L112 calabash noun A calabash is a tropical American evergreen tree. 
L112 gourd noun A gourd is a large round fruit with a hard skin. 
L119 droning verb If something drones, it makes a low, continuous, dull noise. 
L144 slack-jawed adjective If you say that someone is slack-jawed, you mean that their 

mouth is hanging open, often because they are surprised. 
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190 tempestuous adjective If you describe a situation as tempestuous, you mean that 
very strong and intense emotions, especially anger, are 
involved. 

 
Pen to Paper 

What have I understood? 

1. What does Nyame 
tell Anansi he has 
to do in order to 
acquire the book 
of stories? 

 
 
 
 

2. How did Anansi 
trick Onini, the 
python? 

 
 
 
 

3. How did Anansi 
trick Osebo, the 
leopard? 

 
 
 
 

4. How did Anansi 
trick Mmoboro, 
the Hornet? 

 
 
 
 

5. How did Anansi 
trick Mmoatia, the 
Invisible Fairy? 

 
 
 
 

6. What effect did 
the book of 
stories have on 
the people? 

 

 
Reflection 

If we reflect on our writer’s toolkit, to what extent does the myth of Anansi and the Book of 

Stories conform to the features of myth writing? 

Can explain how something came to 
be 

 
 

Are chronological  
 

Use time connectives  
 

Use paragraphing with purpose  
 

Use a narrative arc: exposition, 
inciting incident, rising action, climax, 
falling action and denouement 
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Date: LE8: BQ13: What is a pronoun?  What are the different types of pronoun? 
BQ14: What are the seven Basic Plot types? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

noun 
phrase? 

 
 
 
 

2. What are the 
constituent 
parts of a 
noun 
phrase? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is an 
archetype? 

 
 
 
 

4. Who was 
Vladimir 
Propp? 

 
 
 
 

5. What were 
the 8 
character 
archetypes 
Propp 
identified? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now:  What is a pronoun?  What are the different types of pronoun? 
A pronoun is a word that you use to refer to someone or something when you do not need to use 
a noun, often because the person or thing has been mentioned earlier. 
 
The different types of pronouns 
Subject pronouns: the pronouns that perform the action in a sentence 
Object pronouns: the pronouns that receive the action in a sentence 
Possessive pronouns: a pronoun that indicates possession 
Reflexive pronouns: pronouns that refer back to a person or thing 
 

 Subject 
pronouns 

Object 
pronouns 

Possessive 
pronouns 

Reflexive 
pronouns 

1st person 1 me mine myself 
2nd person you you yours yourself 
3rd person (male) he him his himself 
3rd person (female) she her hers herself 
3rd thing it it (not used) itself 
1st person plural we us ours ourselves 
2nd person plural you you yours yourselves 
3rd person and thing plural They Them theirs themselves 
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Look at the following sentences.  For the pronoun highlighted 

a. Identify what the pronoun is referring to (if it is clear) and 
b. What type of pronoun it is 

 
Sentence Pronoun Who or what is the 

pronoun referring to? 
What type of 
pronoun is it? 

One clear and beautiful night, when the stars 
shone like punctures in the fabric of the dark 
sky, Anansi the Spider sat in his web up in a 
tree.  He was enjoying himself immensely. 

   

But the villagers didn’t seem to be enjoying 
themselves as much as he. 

   

“Just another ordinary night around the fire,” 
a woman said, rolling her eyes. 

   

Anansi would retrieve the box of stories for 
them! 

   

Nyame laughed so hard, the sky shook.  His 
voice boomed with thunder. 

   

 
New knowledge 

Last lesson we were looking at character archetypes.  Similarly, there are archetypes when it 
comes to the narrative structure of a piece of writing.  Christopher Booker has posited that there 
are only 7 Basic Plots, which most stories conform to. 
 

1. Overcoming the monster: The protagonist (main character, often the hero) sets out to 
defeat an antagonistic force (main character, often the villain) that threatens the 
protagonist and / or protagonist’s homeland. 
 

2. Rags to riches: The poor protagonist acquires power, wealth, and / or a partner, loses it all 
and gains it back, growing as a person as a result. 

 
3. The quest: The protagonist and companions set out to acquire an important object or to get 

to a location.  They face temptations and other obstacles along the way. 
 

4. Voyage and return: The protagonist goes to a strange land and, after overcoming the 
threats it poses or learning important lessons unique to that location, they return with 
experience. 
 

5. Comedy: A light and humorous tale with a happy or cheerful ending; a dramatic work in 
which the central motif is the triumph over adverse circumstances, resulting in a 
successful or happy conclusion. 
 

6. Tragedy: The protagonist is a hero with a major character flaw or great mistake which is 
ultimately their undoing.  Their unfortunate end evokes pity at their folly and the fall of a 
fundamentally good character. 
 

7. Rebirth: An event forces the main character to change their ways and often become a 
better individual. 
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Pen to Paper 

If we think about the three myths we have read: 
 

▪ Pangu and Nuwa 
▪ Coyote Steals The Fire For the People 
▪ Anansi and the Box of Stories 

 
How would you classify these myths using Christopher Booker’s 7 Basic plots and why? 
 

Myth Plot type Justification 
Pangu and 
Nuwa 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Coyote Steals 
the Fire For the 
People 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Anansi and the 
Box of Stories 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Reflection 

This lesson we have been considering the Seven Basic Plots.  For each plot type, can you come 

up with an example of a famous story (myth, novel, film etc) that follows it. 

Overcoming the 
monster 

 
 

Rags to riches  
 

The quest  
 

Voyage and return  
 

Comedy  
 

Tragedy  
 

Rebirth  
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Date: LE9: BQ15: What is a verb? 
What is the myth of The Mapinguary? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

pronoun? 
 
 
 
 

2. What are the 
different 
types of 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. Can you 
identify the 
different 
types of 
pronoun? 

You 
 
His 
 
Them 
 

4. What are the 
Seven Basic 
plots? 

 
 
 
 

5. What plot 
type is 
Anansi and 
the Box of 
Stories? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is a verb? 
A verb is a word that indicates an action or a state of being. 
 
There are two main types of verbs: dynamic and stative. 
 
Dynamic verbs are verbs that indicate actions, processes or sensations. 
Stative verbs are verbs that often relate to thoughts and opinions. 
 
Look at the following sentences and  

a. Identify the verbs within the sentence 
b. Decide whether they are dynamic or stative verbs 

 
Sentence Verbs Dynamic or stative? 

Many wealthy men from all 
over the Americas hired him 
to lead their expeditions 
around the Amazon’s Urubu 
River. 

  

But gory narratives of the bird 
had haunted him as a little 
boy. 
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Even now, he shouted out in 
his sleep and awoke sweating 
from nightmares of the foul 
beast. 

  

He thought about how he 
might capture the bird. 

  

 
New knowledge 

In this lesson, we are going to read our last myth: The Mapinguary, which comes from Brazilian 
mythology. 
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The Mapinguary from Brazilian mythology 
 
The Amazon rainforest spans almost the entirety of Brazil, an 
enormous country.  As the world’s largest tropical rainforest, it 
contains more animals, insects and plants than can even be counted.  
With dense trees tall enough that you cannot see their crowns, a 
canopy so thick that sunlight cannot penetrate, poison frogs, spiders as 
large as melons, prowling jaguars and a million other creeping 
creatures, this wild and untamed landscape was home to Inocencio, the 
best hunter and guide in all of Brazil.  Many wealthy men from all over 
the Americas hired him to lead their expeditions around the Amazon’s 
Urubu River.  They didn’t trust anyone else – only Inocencio, since he 
was the smartest, the strongest and the bravest hunter around.  His 
crew of men would follow him into the darkest, most dangerous places. 
 
But there was one thing – and one thing only – that made Inocencio’s 
body tingle with fear: a beast called the mapinguary.  Was the creature 
real?  Was it a myth? Living in the rainforest, Inocencio had heard many 
cautionary tales of strange beasts, both mythical and true.  But gory 
narratives of the mapinguary had haunted him as a little boy and still 
held fast to his most frightful fantasies.  Even now, he shouted out in 
his sleep and awoke sweating from nightmares of the foul beast.  One 
could say Inocencio was obsessed. 
 
Several trustworthy people had told him graphic, vivid accounts of the 
monster and the bloody carnage it reaped in the dead of night.  The 
mapinguary was said to look like a giant sloth, but terrible and rabid.  It 
walked on all fours, but when it encountered a man, it reared up on its 
hind legs and became seven feet tall.  Slow as molasses but also smart 
and ferocious, it could trick a man into dropping his weapons and 
freezing in place, turning even the greatest warrior into lowly prey. 
 
Every account of the mapinguary described its features in the same 
way: one large, glassy eye that it used to stun its victims; long, pointed 
claws like giant machetes; blood-red fur with a thick, scaly layer of 
bulletproof skin underneath; and two terrible mouths – one on its face 
and the other on its belly.  That scared Inocencio the most – two 
mouths meant two chances to be devoured by the foul beast. 
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The mapinguary only ventured out at midnight.  Sometimes it screamed 
in order to confuse its victims.  But it could also remain silent as it 
slowly stalked the forest.  However, it could not hide its stench, which 
had been known to make strong men weak and cloud their sane minds.  
The beast was said to smell like decay and death, the mixed scent of 
rotten flesh, vomit and excrement rising from its every pore. 
 
No matter had hard Inocencio tried to put on a brave face, there was 
little he could do to hide his fear of this terrifying figure. 
 
Which is why his knees now shook uncontrollably, and cold sweat 
prickled his skin with goosebumps.  It was darkest midnight and 
Inocencio was somehow alone.  That never happened – he was always 
with his crew.  His men gravitated towards him, looking to him for 
instructions and security.  Now, he was the person who needed help.  
Thankfully, his torch still glowed.  But it was beginning to flicker. 
 
Earlier that day, his group had spotted something rare and unsettling: 
four large and putrid-smelling footprints.  Inocencio had a nagging 
feeling that he knew exactly what had left those giant tracks…and he 
was terrified. 
 
Like a fool, he had trekked out at twilight to see those tracks again, 
telling his crew he’d be right back.  But it had quickly grown dark, and 
suddenly Inocencio was lost and in deep trouble. 
 
Inocencio kept his eyes and ears wide open and held his breath, trying 
to figure out what to do next.  His torch threw spooky shadows on the 
trees.  A tingle went up his spine, and he stilled himself. 
 
Then he saw them: the same ghastly footprints from earlier in the day, 
but now there were more of them! Inocencio gasped.  When he kneeled 
down to get a closer look, the stench of death and decay tossed him 
backwards.  Inocencio rubbed his nose, trying to rid it of what he knew 
he had smelled before…but only in his nightmares.  That’s when his 
fears were confirmed: these were the tracks of the mapinguary! 
 
Inocencio suddenly felt ill and dizzy.  He placed his hand on his hunting 
rifle, although it was almost impossible to kill the mapinguary.  His 
heart drummed like madness in his chest and his eyes began to twitch.  
Inocencio tried to compose himself so he could escape, but then… 
 
Bloodcurdling screams shook the forest!  Inocencio jumped three feet 
into the air and fell with a thud.  The dreadful screams were constant 
and closing in.  Now the noise was all around him, full of deep, guttural 
grunts and repulsive slobbering. 
 
Inocencio shone his torch all around and tried running in every 
direction, but he could not find his escape.  His scrambled mind and 
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confused legs drove him right into the stomach of the mapinguary, 
where he came face-to-mouth with the beast! 
 
“Ahhhhh!” Inocencio bounced off the hairy torso and dropped his torch, 
which was smothered, plunging both man and beast into total darkness.  
He scurried up the nearest tree as fast and as high as he could. 
 
Inocencio had narrowly escaped being devoured by the mapinguary.  
But he was not stuck in the tree as the mapinguary bellowed and 
grunted and screamed below him.  The beast slashed and crashed 
around, scrabbling for Inocencio, who clung with white knuckles to the 
tree’s bark.  Sweat streamed off his body, making the mapinguary even 
more ferocious.  The mapinguary’s screech became even wilder as it 
became angrier. 
 
In the darkness, Inocencio could hardly see a thing, but he felt his own 
fear rise with the screams and grunts coming from the mapinguary’s 
two mouths.  And that smell!  It was enough to make Inocencio want to 
cut off his own nose.  His tree began to quake as the smell got closer, 
closer, and closer…until Inocencio felt hot, thick breath on his ankles.  
The mapinguary was climbing his tree!  The hunter was now the hunted. 
 
Inocencio swung himself up to a higher branch.  Several knife-like 
claws grazed his legs, so he reached for his rifle and fired several 
shots at the mapinguary.  The beast’s blood-curdling scream echoed 
through the trees and Inocencio had to cover his ears.  Suddenly, there 
was a thud and an eerie scrape scrape scrape across the jungle floor 
as the mapinguary seemed to slink away. 
 
Could it be true?  Had Inocencio wounded the beast?  He had no more 
strength left to even ponder it.  Inocencio’s eyes rolled back in his head 
and he passed out. 
 
The lingering smell of rotting flesh roused Inocencio from a darkness 
blacker than black.  This time he woke from his nightmare still clinging 
to the tree branch he had scrambled to the night before. 
 
Inocencio rubbed his aching neck.  The beast was no longer beneath 
him.  He was still shivering, and the pit of his stomach felt rotten.  But 
he was alive.  And he had seen the mapinguary! 
 
“Inocencio!” He heard a voice call in the distance.  It was his crew! 
 
Inocencio called back and jumped down from the tree, landing in a giant 
muddy footprint, which splashed up as he landed.  Immediately, 
Inocencio smelled the sour odour of the mapinguary over his whole 
body.  He tried to wipe his hands, but there was blood everywhere.  
Inocencio panicked again until he realised he was fine.  The muddy 
footprint was filled with blood. Mapinguary blood.  His whole body was 



FXO2022 
 

48 
 

114 
115 
 
116 
 
117 
118 
119 
 
120 
121 
 
122 
123 
 

covered in it.  Inocencio must have struck the beast with his bullets 
after all! 
 
But it had got away... 
 
Inocenci's men shouted his name again and ran to his side, holding their 
noses in disgust and fear.  Inocencio didn’t even know where to begin to 
tell them what had happened, what he’d seen, and what he’d endured. 
 
He immediately declared their expedition over and led his men back 
home, quicker than he had ever trekked in his whole life. 
 
For while Inocencio had impossibly survived the mapinguary this time, 
he knew the beast still stalked the jungle… 
  

The Mapinguary: Glossary 
 
L4 dense adjective Something that is dense contains a lot of things or people in a 

small area 
L5 canopy noun A canopy is a decorated cover, which is placed above 

something such as a bed or a seat. 
L5 penetrate verb If something or someone penetrates a physical object or an 

area, they succeed in getting into it or passing through it. 
L16 cautionary adjective A cautionary story is one that is intended to give a warning to 

people. 
L21 vivid adjective If you describe memories and descriptions as vivid, you mean 

that they are very clear and detailed. 
L22 carnage noun Carnage is the violent killing of large numbers of people, 

especially in a war. 
L22 reaped verb If you reap the benefits or rewards of something, you enjoy, 

the good things that happen as a result of it. 
L23 rabid adjective If someone is rabid, they are very strong. 
L26 ferocious adjective A ferocious animal, person or action is very fierce and violent. 
L33 devoured verb If a person or animal devours something, they eat it quickly 

and eagerly. 
L34 ventured verb If you venture somewhere, you go somewhere that might be 

dangerous. 
L49 putrid adjective Something that is putrid has decayed and smells very 

unpleasant. 
L67 compose verb If you compose yourself or if you compose your features, you 

succeed in becoming calm after you have been angry, excited 
or upset. 

L70 guttural  Adjective Guttural sounds are harsh sounds that are produced at the 
back of a person’s throat. 

L101 roused verb If someone rouses you, they encourage you to do something. 
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Pen to Paper 
Show me what you know 

 
What does it mean if a 
text is written 
chronologically? 

 

Identify two time 
connectives or 
phrases from the 
Mapinguary myth. 

 

Has Freytag’s 
narrative structure 
been employed in the 
story of the 
Mapinguary? 

Exposition  
 
 

Inciting incident  
 
 

Rising action  
 
 

Climax  
 
 

Falling action  
 
 

Denouement  
 
 

Do you think the myth 
of the Mapinguary 
follows any of the 7 
Basic Plots?  Why?  
 

Overcoming the monster  
 

Rags to riches  
 

The quest  
 

Voyage and return  
 

Comedy  
 

Tragedy  
 

Rebirth  
 

There are three characters 
in this myth: Mapinguary, 
Inocencio and Inocencio’s 
crew.  According to 
Vladimir Propp, what 
character archetypes 
would these characters be 
classified as? 

Mapinguary 
 

 

Inocencio  

Inocencio’s crew  



FXO2022 
 

50 
 

Look at each of the 
paragraphs.  Can you 
identify why a new 
paragraph has been 
started?  Is it because 
there is a change in 
time, person, topic or 
place? 

Paragraph 2: 
But there was one thing – and one thing only – that 
made Inocencio’s body tingle with fear: a beast called 
the mapinguary.   

 

Paragraph 8: 
Earlier that day, his group had spotted something 
rare and unsettling 

 

 Paragraph 15: 
“Ahhhhh!” Inocencio bounced off the hairy torso and 
dropped his torch, which was smothered, plunging 
both man and beast into total darkness.   

 

Paragraph 18: 
Inocencio swung himself up to a higher branch.   

 

The first paragraph of 
this myth is quite long.  
Why is a long 
paragraph effective 
here? 

 

The writer has used a 
single short sentence 
paragraph when they 
wrote: ‘But it had got 
away…’  Why is this short 
paragraph effective 
paragraph? 

 

There is limited dialogue 
in the myth.  Could you 
construct a dialogue 
between Inocencio and 
his crew after his 
escape from the 
Mapinguary using a 
sequence of three short 
paragraphs. 

 

 
Reflection 

Thinking about what I think I know 

Which questions in this quiz did I feel 
confident answering and feel I have got 

correct? 

Which questions in the quiz did I feel less 
confident about answering and am uncertain 

whether I have got correct. 
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Date: LE10: BQ16: What is a simple sentence?  BQ17: What is a compound 
sentence?  BQ18: What is a complex sentence? 

The Quest for the Hammer 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

verb? 
 
 
 

2. What is the 
difference 
between a 
dynamic 
verb and a 
stative verb? 

 
 
 
 

3. Despite 
being the 
best hunter, 
what is 
Inocencio 
afraid of? 

 
 
 
 

4. Identify two 
things we 
learnt about 
the 
Mapinguary. 

 
 
 
 

5. What does 
the word 
canopy 
mean? 

 
 
 
 

 

Reviewing prior learning: What is a simple sentence? 
A simple sentence is a sentence that consists of just one independent clause. 
An independent clause is a clause that makes complete sense by itself.  It has one subject and 
one verb. 
A subject is the person or thing doing the action. 
A verb is the action or the state. 
  

For example,  

Jack read his book.  
 
 
✓ Makes complete sense  
✓ Subject: Jack  
✓ Verb: read  

Sofia thought about her 
homework.  
 
✓ Makes complete sense  
✓ Subject: Sofia  
✓ Verb: thought  

Miss Odell taught the lesson.  
 
 
✓ Makes complete sense  
✓ Subject: Miss Odell  
✓ Verb: taught  
  

 
Pen to Paper 

Look at each of the simple sentences below that have been taken from the myth The 
Mapinguary.  For each simple sentence, can you identify the subject and the verb?  
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Subject  Verb  

The Amazon rainforest is vast.      

Inocencio feared the mapinguary.   
  

  

His group had spotted something rare.   
  

  

Inocencio jumped three feet.   
  

  

The Mapinguary was slobbering everywhere.   
  

  

  
Simple sentences are used to convey basic information quickly.  They can also be used to be 
impactful – to shock the reader, or create tension or draw emphasis to a particular point.  
 

Reviewing prior learning: What is a compound sentence? 
A compound sentence is a sentence that joins two simple sentences (or independent clauses) 
using a conjunction. 
An independent clause is a clause that makes complete sense by itself.  It has one subject and 
one verb. 
A subject is the person or thing doing the action. 
A verb is the action or the state. 
A conjunction is a word that is used to connect clauses. 
 
For example,  

Jack read his book and Claudio 
watched television.  
 
 
✓ Two simple sentences 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense.  

✓ Independent clause 1: Jack 
read his book   

✓ Independent clause 2: 
Claudio watched television  

✓ Two subjects: Jack and 
Claudio  

✓ Two verbs: read and 
watched  

✓ Linking conjunction: and  

Sofia thought about her 
homework and Marco played 
football.  
 
✓ Two simple sentences 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense.  

✓ Independent clause 1: 
Sofia thought about her 
homework  

✓ Independent clause 2: 
Marco played football  

✓ Two subjects: Sofia and 
Marco  

✓ Two verbs: thought and 
played  

✓ Linking conjunction: and  

Miss Odell taught the lesson but 
the pupils ignored her.  
 
 
✓ Two simple sentences 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense:  

✓ Independent clause 1: Miss 
Odell taught the lesson   

✓ Independent clause 2: The 
pupils ignored her  

✓ Two subjects: Miss Odell 
and pupils  

✓ Two verbs: taught and 
ignored  

✓ Linking conjunction: but   

 
Pen to Paper 

Look at each of the compound sentences on the next page that have been taken from The 
Mapinguary.  For each compound sentence, can you identify   

1. The two independent clauses  
2. The two subjects  
▪ The two verbs  
▪ The linking conjunction  
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Compound sentence  Independent clause 1  Independent clause 2  Two subjects  Two verbs  Conjunction  

Gory narratives of the mapinguary 
had haunted him as a little boy and 
still held fast to his most frightful 
fantasies.   

  
 
  
  
  
  

        

Inocencio reached for his rifle but 
the shots he fired missed the 
mapinguary.   

  
  
  
  
   

        

It could trick a man into dropping 
his weapons and turn even the 
greatest warrior into lowly prey. 

  
  
  
  
  
   

        

His knees now shook 
uncontrollably, and cold sweat 
prickled his skin with goosebumps.   

  
  
  
  
  
  

        

It was darkest midnight and 
Inocencio was somehow alone.   
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Reviewing prior learning: What is a complex sentence? 
A complex sentence is a sentence that has both an independent clause and a dependent clause. 
An independent clause is a clause that makes complete sense by itself.  It has one subject and 
one verb. 
A dependent clause does not make sense by itself and cannot stand alone. 
An embedded clause is a dependent clause which is within a main clause and usually marked by 
commas.  
 

Jack, who was 10 and incredibly 
energetic, read his book.  
  
 
✓ One simple sentence 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense: Jack 
read his book  

 
✓ One dependent clause that 

does not make complete 
sense and is embedded 
inside the independent 
clause: who was 10 and 
incredibly energetic  

  

Sofia, who wanted to do well in 
her test, thought about her 
homework.  
  
✓ One simple sentence 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense: 
Sofia thought about her 
homework.  

 
✓ One dependent clause that 

does not make complete 
sense and is embedded 
inside the independent 
clause: who wanted to do 
well in her test.  

Miss Odell, who had yet to have 
coffee, taught the lesson.  
  
 
✓ One simple sentence 

(independent clauses) that 
makes complete sense: Miss 
Odell taught the lesson.  

 
✓ One dependent clause that 

does not make complete 
sense and is embedded 
inside the independent 
clause: who had yet to have 
coffee  

  
   

 
Pen to Paper 

Look at each of the complex sentences on the next page that have been taken from The 
Mapinguary.  For each complex sentence, can you identify   

▪ The independent clause  
▪ The dependent clause  

  
The use of dependent clauses is a brilliant way of conveying quick information about the subject 
it is describing.  It helps to add layers of description to our writing!  
  

Complex sentence  Independent clause  Dependent clause  

Inocencio, who was the greatest 
hunter, feared the mapinguary. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The mapinguary, who looked 
like a giant sloth, was terrible 
and rabid.  
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The mapinguary, who only 
ventured out at midnight, 
screamed to confuse its 
victims. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Inocencio, who shone his torch 
all around, ran in every 
direction. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Inocenci’s men, who shouted 
his name loudly, ran to his side 
quickly. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Reviewing prior learning: What is a complex sentence? 
A complex sentence is a sentence that has both an independent clause and a dependent clause. 
An independent clause is a clause that makes complete sense by itself.  It has one subject and 
one verb. 
A dependent clause does not make sense by itself and cannot stand alone. 
A subordinating conjunction joins a dependent clause to the main clause. 
 
Examples of subordinating conjunction: 
 

After Although As As if 
As long as As much as As soon as As though 
Because Before Even if Even though 

How If In so much as In order that 
Lest Now that Provided Since 

So that Than That Though 
Till Unless Until When 

Whenever Where Wherever While 
 
We are going to consider a complex sentence where the dependent clause is introduced by a 
subordinating conjunction. 
   
Look at the examples below:  
 
1. Although he was only 10 and incredibly energetic, Jack settled down to read his book.  
2. Jack settled down to read this book although he was only 10 and incredibly energetic.  
 
In sentence 1, although, the subordinating conjunction appears at the start.  Here, a comma is 
inserted to show where the independent clause begins.  
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In sentence 2, although, the subordinating conjunction appears later end.  As it is works to 
connect the independent to the dependent, no comma is needed.  
  

Despite wanting to do well in her homework, 
Sofia decided to watch television instead.  
  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the 

dependent clause.  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the 

subordinating conjunction  
✓ A comma is used to signal the start of the 

independent clause.  

Sofia decided to watch television instead despite 
wanting to do well in her homework.  
  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the independent 

clause.  
✓ The subordinating conjunction links the 

independent clause to the dependent clause.  
✓ No comma is needed  

Even though she was yet to have her coffee, 
Miss Odell taught the lesson.  
  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the 

dependent clause.  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the 

subordinating conjunction  
✓ A comma is used to signal the start of the 

independent clause.  

Miss Odell taught the lesson even though she was 
yet to have her coffee.  
  
✓ Complex sentence begins with the independent 

clause.  
✓ The subordinating conjunction links the 

independent clause to the dependent clause.  
✓ No comma is needed  

 
Pen to Paper 

Look at the following complex sentences.  For each sentence, I’d like you to do three things:  
 
1. Decide whether the sentence starts with the independent or dependent clause.    
2. Identify the subordinating conjunction.  
3. Decide whether the sentence needs a comma or not to separate the clauses.  If so, identify     
           where you would place the comma.  
  

Complex sentence  Does this sentence start 
with the independent or 

dependent clause?  

Subordinating 
conjunction  

Does the sentence 
require a comma?  

He placed his hand on 
his hunting rifle, 
although it was almost 
impossible to kill the 
mapinguary.   

  
  
  
  
  

    

When he kneeled down 
to get a closer look, the 
stench of death and 
decay tossed him 
backwards.   

  
  
  
  
  

    

As Anansi released the 
stories, the world began 
to take on a more 
vibrant colour, 
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When Anansi arrived at 
the doorstep with the 
fourth and final 
creature, Nyame was 
defeated 

  
  
  
  
  

    

We can’t truly measure 
your impressive length 
unless I attach you to 
the stick.   

  
  
  
  
  

    

 
Reflection 

Look at the picture below of the mapinguary.  Using this image as a stimulus come up with a 

simple sentence, a compound sentence, a complex sentence with an embedded clause and a 

complex sentence that uses a subordinating conjunction. 

Simple sentence: 

 

Compound sentence:  

 

Complex sentence (embedded clause): 

 

Complex  

 

 

Date: LE11: BQ19: What is an adverb? 
The Quest for the Hammer 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

simple 
sentence? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
compound 
sentence? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
complex 
sentence? 
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4. What is the 
difference 
between an 
independent 
and 
dependent 
clause? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is a 
subordinating 
conjunction? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is an adverb? 
An adverb is a word that modifies the verb. 
 
There are five main types of adverb: 
 
Adverbs of manner: these adverbs tell you more about how an action was carried out 
Adverbs of place: these adverbs tell you more about where the action took place 
Adverbs of time: these adverbs tell you more about when the action took place 
Adverbs of degree: these adverbs tell you about the intensity of something 
Adverbs of frequency: these adverbs tell you how often the verb is happening 
 

Manner Place Time Degree Frequency 
softly 

clearly 
fluently 
happily 
angrily 

outside 
there 
here 

somewhere 
inside 

yesterday 
tomorrow 

later 
next 

afterwards 

too 
very 
little 

barely 
fully 

regularly 
never 

usually 
always 
often 

 
 

Pen to paper 
Look at the following sentences taken from the myths we have studied.  For each sentence, can 
you identify the adverb and also the type of adverb that has been used. 
 
 Adverb Type of adverb 
When Pangu was absolutely certain that the Earth and sky 
were far enough apart, he considered his job done.   

  

But the colours of autumn always faded, and then the 
pinpricks of frost came over the land, signalling winter. 

  

In early spring, before the chill had fully loosened its grip, 
Coyote found his animal friends.   

  

Anansi the Spider loved a bit of fun and was saddened to 
see the people so spiritless. 

  

Inocencio looked everywhere but could not find his escape.  
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New knowledge 
Over the past few lessons we have been exploring mythology.  We have explored myths from 
China (Pangu and Nuwa), North America (Coyote Steals Fire), Africa (Anansi and the Box of 
Stories) and Brazil (The Mapinguary). 
 
Today we are going to start thinking about creating our own narrative rooted in mythology. 
 
The piece you are going to write will be entitled: The Quest for the Hammer. 
 

Pen to Paper 
We are going to first focus on the organisation of our narrative.  We are going to use two things 
to help us do this: 
 

1. A clip from Thor 
2. Freytag’s pyramid 

 
As you are watching the clip, which will form the basis of your narrative, can you identify what 
would make up the exposition, the inciting incident, the rising action, the climax, the falling action 
and the denouement.  You don’t need to note down every detail – just have a summary of the key 
sections as you see them. 
 

Thor extract 
Exposition:  
The start of the 
story.  Introduction 
to the setting and 
the characters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Inciting incident: 
A moment that acts 
as a trigger for the 
story – it kick starts 
the action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rising action: 
The characters and 
their situation is 
developed and a 
level of conflict is 
introduced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Climax: 
The highest point of 
tension / the big 
moment. 
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Falling action: 
The consequences 
that follow as a 
result of the 
climatic event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Denouement: 
The way in which 
the story ends – 
either where 
everything is 
resolved or a cliff-
hanger is used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reflection - Oracy opportunity 

You have now watched the key extract from Thor.  We are going to use this extract to create our 

mythological narrative. 

As you were watching you should have identified the exposition, the inciting incident, rising 

action, climax, falling action and denouement. 

In your talk partners, can you retell the extract using the Freytag pyramid structure to help you 

organise the narrative? 

Challenge: can you use time connectives to help you structure your retelling? 

Time connectives: first, next, just then, meanwhile, when, before long, in the end, later, finally, 

after a while, immediately, eventually, after some time, in due course, at first, until then, after 

that, in the mean time, once. 

 

Date: LE12: BQ20: How do we demarcate our sentences?   
The Quest for the Hammer: The Exposition 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
What is the 
difference 
between a 
proper noun 
and a common 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

What is a myth?  
 
 
 

What are the 
three types of 
myth? 
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What is an 
adverb? 

 
 
 
 

What are the 
five different 
types of adverb? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: How do we demarcate our sentences? 
When we demarcate our sentence, we end it.  There are three ways in which we can end our 
sentence – three different punctuation marks we can use: 
 

▪ Full stop 
▪ Exclamation mark 
▪ Question mark 

 
The piece of punctuation we choose to use also helps us to identify the sentence type. 
 
A declarative sentence is a sentence that makes a statement and uses a full stop. 
An exclamatory sentence is a sentence that exclaims something – it expresses strong feelings or 
emotions and uses an exclamation mark. 
An interrogative sentence is a sentence that asks a question and uses a question mark. 
 

Pen to paper 
Look at the following sentences.  Can you demarcate these sentences and, therefore also, 
identify the sentence type. 
 
 Which punctuation mark 

should I use to 
demarcate this sentence? 

What type of 
sentence is this 
sentence? 

“If only we had fire to stay warm during the 
winter ” 

 
 
 

 

Had Inocencio wounded the beast  
 
 

 

At this point, the Earth and sky were still very 
close together 

 
 
 

 

“What is this trick ” Mmoboro buzzed angrily  
 
 

 

His scrambled mind and confused legs drove 
him right into the stomach of the mapinguary, 
where he came face-to-mouth with the beast 

  

 
Challenge: construct your own sentences, demarcating them in a variety of ways. 
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New knowledge 
Last lesson we were introduced to the extract we are going to use for our writing.  In today’s 
lesson we are going to focus in on the exposition where we introduce our characters and our 
setting. 
 
To help us do this, we are going to think very carefully about the adjectives we might choose to 
help us describe our character and our setting. 
 

Pen to Paper 
Now, using your knowledge of adjectives, how many adjectives can you thought shower to 
describe either this setting or this character. 
 
 

Person A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Person B 

 
 
 
 
 

 
a. Once you have identified your adjectives, share these with a partner and add to each 

other’s thought showers. 
 

b. Let’s now reflect on our adjective choices.  Are they ambitious enough?  Are they mainly 
polysyllabic? Use a thesaurus or your device to come up with REALLY ambitious synonyms 
for your original word choices. 
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c. Now choose 1 adjective to describe the setting and 1 adjective to describe the character to 
post-it note and share on our working wall.  Which adjectives do you think describe the 
setting or the characters best AND are really ambitious? 

 
Mentor text 

Let’s look at this exposition from another, more classical myth. 

The island of Crete was ruled by King Minos, whose reputation for 
wickedness had spread to every shore.  One day he summoned to 
his country a famous inventor named Daedalus.  “Come, Daedalus, 
and bring your son, Icarus, too.  I have a job for you, and I pay well.” 

King Minos of Crete was a powerful man, feared by the rulers of 
the lands around him.  When he demanded goods or men for his 
great armies, they felt they had to agree.  When he demanded they 
send tributes to honour him, they sent them without question.  It 
was the only way they could stop him going to war with them.  But 
his demands on Athens became too much for them to bear. 

Midas was a king of great fortune who ruled the country of Phrygia, 
in Asia Minor.  He had everything a king could wish for.  He lived in 
luxury in a great castle.  He shared his life of abundance with his beautiful daughter.  Even 
though he was very rich, Midas thought that his greatest happiness was provided by gold.  His 
avarice was such that he used to spend his days counting his golden coins!  Occasionally, he 
used to cover his body with gold objects, as if he wanted to bath in them.  Money was his 
obsession.  
 

Key reflection questions: 

▪ Are we introduced to a character? 

▪ Do we get a sense of who they are? 

▪ Are we introduced to a setting? 

 
Pen to paper 

Now it is time to write your exposition to ‘The Quest for the Hammer’ 

You are looking to introduce the characters of Thor (and potentially Jane) to the readers as well 

as place them within the setting of The Shield Facility. 

Success criteria: 

✓ A long paragraph to provide background information about our character and our setting 

✓ Ambitious adjectives to describe the setting in a suspenseful way 

✓ Ambitious adjectives to describe our character in a way that makes him seem daring and 

brave 

✓ A complex sentence to add extra details about our character using an embedded 

dependent clause 

✓ An appositive used to describe the setting to highlight its importance 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 

Now read through your work to self-assess whether you have met the success criteria for this 

paragraph 

Criterion Have I included this in my own writing? 
A long paragraph to provide background 
information about our character and our setting 

 

Ambitious adjectives to describe the setting in a 
suspenseful way 

 

Ambitious adjectives to describe our character in a 
way that makes him seem daring and brave 

 

A complex sentence to add extra details about our 
character using an embedded dependent clause 

 

An appositive used to describe the setting to 
highlight its importance. 

 

 

Date: LE13: BQ21: How do we correctly punctuate speech?  
The Quest for the Hammer: The Inciting Incident 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between a 
concrete 
noun and an 
abstract 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What are the 
six stages of 
Freytag’s 
narrative 
pyramid? 

 
 
 
 

3. What are the 
three 
different 
ways in which 
we can 
demarcate 
our 
sentences? 

 
 
 
 

4. What are the 
three 
sentence 
types? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is an 
adjective? 
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Do it now: How do we correctly punctuate speech? 

Every narrative will contain an element of speech.  There are two types of speech in narrative 
writing: 
 
Direct speech – This is where the exact words used by the speaker are shared.  What is said is 
usually placed in speech marks and accompanied by a reporting verb.   
For example: “I have exciting news,” Shirley whispered. 
 
Indirect speech – This is where a summary of what was said is provided by someone else.  For 
example: The teacher asked me where my textbook was. 
 
When we are writing direct speech we need to remember three things: 

▪ To use speech marks (“ ”) around anything that is spoken 
▪ To place the punctuation within the speech marks 
▪ To start a new line, every time there is a new speaker. 

 
Pen to paper 

Look at the following examples of direct speech.  However, they have not been written correctly.  
Can you re-write these examples following the rules above? 
 
Thank you, goddess Nuwa, for 
creating me the little woman 
said.   

 
 
 
 
 

Chipmunk nodded in agreement, 
I hibernate…  So do I, Frog 
chimed in.  I sleep for months 
on a bed of mud beneath the 
frozen surface of the pond 

 

 
Review prior learning 

Our inciting incident: the sighting of the hammer. 
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Consider, 
 
 ▪ Why does Thor need the hammer (Mjolnir)? 

▪ What will happen if he doesn’t get the hammer (Mjolnir)? 
▪ Therefore, how important is this quest? 

 
 

Pen to Paper 
In our inciting incident paragraph, we are aiming to show Thor seeing the hammer and revealing 
the importance of his quest. 
 
Success criteria: 

✓ A one sentence paragraph to focus the reader on the hammer 
✓ 2-3 short paragraphs of dialogue between Thor and Jane to show us that they have seen 

the hammer and that Thor desperately needs to get it back 
✓ Correctly punctuated dialogue using speech marks to show when Thor or Jane is 

speaking. 
✓ Correctly punctuated dialogue using a new paragraph every time a new speaker talks. 
✓ A sentence ending in an exclamation mark to show Thor’s desire to get the hammer 
✓ A compound sentence to reveal two reasons why Thor must get the hammer. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Reflection 

Now ask a partner to read through your work to see whether you have addressed the success 

criteria in your own writing. 

Criterion Have they included this in their writing? 
A one sentence paragraph to focus the reader on 
the hammer. 

 

2-3 short paragraphs of dialogue between Thor and 
Jane to show us that they have seen the hammer 
and that Thor desperately needs to get it back. 

 

Correctly punctuated dialogue using speech marks 
to show when Thor or Jane is speaking. 

 

Correctly punctuated dialogue using a new 
paragraph every time a new speaker talks. 
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A sentence ending in an exclamation mark to show 
Thor’s desire to get the hammer. 

 

A compound sentence to reveal two reasons why 
Thor must get the hammer. 

 

 

Date: LE14: BQ22: What is a comma?  Why do we use commas? (listing) 
BQ23: What is a comma?  Why do we use commas? (clauses) 

The Quest for the Hammer: Rising Action 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is an 

adjective? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
comparative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is the 
difference 
between 
direct and 
indirect 
speech? 

 
 
 
 

4. What rules 
must we 
follow when 
crafting 
speech? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is the 
inciting 
incident of 
our 
narrative? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is a comma?  Why do we use commas? (Listing) 
A comma is a punctuation mark (,) 
 
We use commas for two main reasons: to separate items in a list and to mark clauses.  In this Do 
it Now, we are going to concentrate on commas to separate items in a list. 
 
For example: 
 
Then Pangu’s body broke into parts – arms, legs, hands, feet and torso – and became mountains 
and hills.   
 
The commas here separate the different parts of Pangu’s body that broke into pieces: Arms / legs 
/ hands / feet. 
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Pen to paper 

Now it’s your turn!  Look at the following sentences.  They all contain lists but the punctuation is 
missing.  Can you insert the commas where they need to go? 
 

1. Coyote Squirrel Chipmunk and Frog set out for the camp of the Fire-Beings.   
 

2. Anansi dug a deep pit in the ground along the well-trodden path and covered it with 
sticks leaves and bark from the trees. 

 

3. The Amazon rainforest contains more animals insects and plants than can even be 
counted.   

 

4. Inocencio, was the smartest the strongest and the bravest hunter around.   
 

Challenge: now construct two of your own sentences containing a list.  Make sure you use the 
commas correctly! 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 

Do it now L2:  What is a comma?  Why do we use commas? (To mark clauses) 
A comma is a punctuation mark (,) 
 
We use commas for two main reasons: to separate items in a list and to mark clauses – e.g. to 
identify where the dependent clause from the independent clause.  In this Do it Now, we are 
going to concentrate on commas to mark clauses. 
 
For example: 
 
From the middle of the dark and vast universe swirling with stars and rocks, a giant black egg 
emerged. 
 
This sentence is a complex sentence.   
The independent clause is - a giant black egg emerged. 
The dependent clause is – From the middle of the dark and vast universe swirling with stars and 
rocks 
The comma signals the start of the independent clause. 
 

Pen to paper 
Now it’s your turn!  Look at the following sentences.  Can you identify where the comma should 
go to mark the clauses? 
 
Hint: start by identifying your independent and dependent clause. 
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1. In the middle of this black egg a creature was born. 
 

2. When Pangu was absolutely certain that the Earth and sky were far enough apart that 
they would not fall onto one another he considered his job done.   

 

3. For the people winter was brutal.   
 

4. Coyote who with his thick coat had no need for fire saw the people struggling year 
after year.   

 

5. With each twist of the web the leopard became more entangled and more afraid.   
 

6. Fearful of this creature’s red-hot sting he devised a plan to capture him 
 

Challenge: now construct two of your own sentences using commas to separate the clauses.  
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 

New knowledge 
In today’s lesson we are going to consider and plan for our Rising Action.  This is where the 
characters and their situation is developed and a level of conflict is introduced. 
 
Key question: What is the level of conflict that is introduced? 
 
We are going to watch our clip several times to plan out the section in which the action rises 
before we even start to write it up. 
 
As we are watching the first time, I want you to remind yourselves of the section we are focused 
in on. 
 

Pen to Paper 
On our next couple of viewings, we are going to start to work with the storyboard.  At each point, 
can you record what is happening.  The first one has been done for you. 
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Thor extract: Rising Action 

T
im

e
 c

o
n

n
e

c
ti
v
e

 What happens  Dramatic verbs 

 Thor attacks the guards 
who discover he has 
broken through the 
fence. 
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Pen to paper 

Because this section is about increasing tension – with a sense of danger and threat – and there 

is a sequence of fighting, we will need to think carefully about the verbs we choose to make our 

writing really dramatic and tense. 

1. Look at the verb from Descriptosaurus – which of the verbs do you think would be most 

appropriate for our passage of writing? 

2. Can you think of any synonyms for these words that also might be really engaging?  

(Remember, we want polysyllabic words!) 

 

Pen to paper 
Finally, a lot will happen in a short space of writing.  What we really need to show is the 

sequence in which these actions happen.  To do this, we will use our TIME CONNECTIVES.  You 

might not want to use a TIME CONNECTIVE for every action on the storyboard, but you should 

definitely aim to use at least 4 TIME CONNECTIVES across this section.  Identify which TIME 

CONNECTIVES you would like to use and where. 

New knowledge - Mentor text 
See how the Rising Action is done in this classical myth: 

IN AN INSTANT his world turned upside-down, quite literally.  He was picked up between the 
Minotaur’s horns and tossed high into the air.  WHEN he landed on the hard cold stone, he felt the 
animal’s huge hooves come down on his chest.  Every last breath seemed to be knocked out of 
him and he struggled to stay alive in the darkness. 
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But Theseus was no ordinary man.  He was the son of the King, he was brave and he was 
stubborn.  AS the Minotaur bellowed in his ear and grabbed at him with its hairy arms, Theseus 
found a strength which he did not know he possessed. 

He grabbed the animal’s huge horns, and kept on twisting the great head from side to side.  As 
the animal grew weak, Theseus gave one almighty tug on the head, turning it almost right around.  
The creature’s neck snapped, it gurgled its last breath and fell to the floor with an enormous 
thud. 

IT WAS OVER, HE HAD DONE IT.  The Minotaur was dead. 

Pen to paper 
Now we are ready to write: 

Paragraph 1: Boxes 1-4 – Thor’s approach to the facility, the tunnel and fighting off the guards 
Paragraph 2: Box 5 – Hawkeye grabbing his bow 
Paragraph 3: Box 6 and 8 – Thor fighting the guards 
Paragraph 4: Box 7 and 9 – Hawkeye getting into position 
Paragraph 5. Box 10 – Thor seeing the hammer. 
 
Success criteria: 

✓ 1 longer paragraph describing Thor’s actions as he tries to defeat his enemies and get to 
the hammer  

✓ A sequence of shorter paragraphs to contrast between Thor’s actions and Hawkeye 
getting into position and create even more tension. 

✓ A compound sentence to connect a sequence of actions. 
✓ A list to connect a sequence of actions. 
✓ Dramatic verbs to help create tension. 
✓ An exclamation mark for dramatic effect 
✓ An ellipsis for dramatic effect 
✓ Time connectives to show the order of events.  
✓ A short one sentence paragraph at the end to show that Thor has defeated his enemies. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 

Now this time use the success criteria below to review your own writing before asking a partner 

to read through your work to see whether you have addressed the success criteria as well. 

 Self-
assessment 

Peer-
assessment 

1 longer paragraph describing Thor’s actions as he tries to defeat 
his enemies and get to the hammer  

  

A sequence of shorter paragraphs to contrast between Thor’s 
actions and Hawkeye getting into position and create even more 
tension. 

  

A compound sentence to connect a sequence of actions.   
A list to connect a sequence of actions.   
Dramatic verbs to help create tension.   

An exclamation mark for dramatic effect   
An ellipsis for dramatic effect   
Time connectives to show the order of events.   
A short one sentence paragraph at the end to show that Thor has 
defeated his enemies. 

  

 
Date: LE15: BQ24: What is ellipsis? 

BQ25: What is a simile?  BQ26: What is a metaphor? 
The Quest for the Hammer: Climax 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

superlative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is the 
definite 
article? 

 
 
 
 

3. What five 
reasons are 
there for 
starting a 
new 
paragraph? 

 
 
 
 

4. What two 
reasons are 
there for 
using 
commas? 

 
 
 
 

5. Identify 
three 
powerful 
verbs that 
you have 
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used in your 
writing. 

 

 

 

Do it now: What is ellipsis? 
Ellipsis is a punctuation mark (…) 
 
It is used to indicate that a word, sentence or whole section from a text has been left out.  This is 
usually done on purpose and for dramatic effect in narrative writing. 
 
For example, 
 
What do you want with us…?”  screeched another. 
Here the ellipsis is used to create a dramatic pause.  The characters are obviously in distress 
and scared and so by including this ellipsis, we, the reader, are meant to pause and feel a bit 
scared for them too as we wonder what the creature actually does want with them. 
 
 

Pen to paper 
Now look at the following sentences.  For each sentence can you explain why the ellipsis has 
been used – what it intended effect is? 
 
“I was thinking…” Coyote said.  

 
 

Inocencio had trained…and trained…and 
trained for this moment. 

 
 
 

Summer came…and then autumn…and that’s 
when the trouble started. 

 
 
 

Nuwa was struggling to cope…another idea 
was needed. 

 
 
 

 
Challenge: construct two of your own sentences that uses ellipsis for an intended effect. 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 

New knowledge 
What is a simile?  What is a metaphor? 

 
A simile is a comparison between two different things that have a common quality linking them.  
A simile will use either the word ‘like’ or ‘as’ to introduce the comparison. 
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Her smile is as 
bright as the 
sun. 

What is the comparison?  What is being compared to what?  What common 
quality links these two different things that makes this effective? 

 
A metaphor is a comparison that links two unrelated things to give an object a deeper meaning.  
A metaphor will state that something ‘is’ (was) something else.  (It will not use ‘like’ or ‘as’ to 
suggest some element of comparison). 
 
He had a heart 
of stone. 

What is the comparison?  What is being compared to what?  What is the 
stone revealing here about the heart?  What is the deeper meaning? 

 
 

Pen to Paper 
Look at the following sentences.  Which of these sentences contain examples of similes and 
which of these sentences contain examples of metaphor?   
 
 Simile Metaphor 
The stage had been set.  He was going in to get his hammer.  

 
 

He fought as bravely as a lion, going into the den with a level of 
brutality not seen before. 

  

Her words were music to his ears.  He could achieve anything if he had 
her support. 

  

He was a lion, heading into the den with a level of brutality she had not 
seen before. 

  

He was as strong as an ox: his muscles were contracting as he pumped 
himself up ready to fight. 

  

She retreated like a mouse.  She knew no good could come of this.  
 

 

 
Challenge: can you identify what is being compared to what? 
Challenge 2: can you explain why the comparison has been made? 
 
 

Pen to Paper 
How could we use a simile or a metaphor to describe the importance of the hammer to Thor? 
 
Step 1: What could we compare the hammer to?  Why? 
 
E.g. soul, artefact, ruby 
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Next, we need to think about how we could extend these similes or metaphors. 
 
For example: 

▪ The hammer was as precious as his family’s soul, glowing in the darkness providing hope. 
▪ Thor treated his hammer like the world’s most precious artefact, brushing the dust off it to 

regain its past glory… 
▪ The hammer was as precious as a ruby, glittering in the sand. 

 
 
Now you choose three of your own at least to extend: 
 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Pen to Paper 
Now we are ready to write… 
 
Success criteria: 

✓ 1 paragraph starting with ‘There it was…’ or something similar to introduce the hammer 
into the scene 

✓ Either a simile or metaphor to describe the hammer to reveal just how important or 
special the hammer is to Thor 

✓ An extension of this simile or metaphor to make Thor’s reaction to the hammer really 
special 

✓ A complex sentence starting with a subordinating conjunction to reveal Thor’s reaction to 
the hammer. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Reflection 

Now review your own writing against the success criteria – have you done everything you need 

to for this paragraph? 

1 paragraph starting with ‘There it was…’ or something similar to introduce the 
hammer into the scene 

 

Either a simile or metaphor to describe the hammer to reveal just how important or 
special the hammer is to Thor 

 

An extension of this simile or metaphor to make Thor’s reaction to the hammer really 
special 

 

A complex sentence starting with a subordinating conjunction to reveal Thor’s 
reaction to the hammer. 

 

 

Date: LE16: BQ27: What is a sentence containing a fronted adverbial? 
BQ28: What is pathetic fallacy? 

The Quest for the Hammer: Falling action 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

indefinite 
article? 
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2. What is a 
noun 
phrase? 

 
 
 
 

3. What are the 
main 
character 
archetypes 
as 
suggested 
by Vladimir 
Propp? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is 
ellipsis? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is the 
difference 
between a 
simile and a 
metaphor? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Do it now: What is a sentence containing a fronted adverbial? 
A sentence containing a fronted adverbial is when the adverbial word or phrase is moved to the 

front of the sentence, before the verb.  In this lesson, we are going to focus in on adverbs of 

manner. 

For example, 

Confidently, Pangu settled both yin and yang into their rightful places and secured them.   

Notice the comma after the adverbial word. 
 

Pen to paper 
Look at the following sentences.  For each sentence identify the adverbial word or phrase and 

insert a comma appropriately. 

 Adverbial 
word / phrase 

 
Absolutely certain that the Earth and sky were far enough apart, Pangu 
considered his job done.   
 
 

 

 
Successfully Nawu used branches to created more humans, making her job 
easier. 
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Upsettingly the people could not get warm. 
 

 

 
Bravely Coyote decided to acquire fire from the Fire-Beings. 
 

 

 

Now look at each of the sentences below and add in your own adverbial word or phrase to start 

the sentence: 

1. __________________ Anansi talked the toad out of eating him more than once.   

 

2. __________________ any one of these four creatures could easily kill him.   
 

New knowledge: What is pathetic fallacy? 
Pathetic fallacy is a really simple device that a writer can draw upon.  It is when the weather is 
sued to reflect the mood of the character or the event that is occurring.  What mood would be 
best evoked through the following weather symbols? 
 

 
 

Pen to Paper 
Now let’s have a think about how we could use pathetic fallacy in our own piece of writing?  Look 
at the image below of Hawkeye… 
 

What is literally happening in this scene? 
How could you use pathetic fallacy to enhance the 
tension of the moment? 
How could you rephrase the dialogue into a question? 
What incredible verbs could you use to describe the 
action he is taking? 
Can you think of a dramatic adverbial to start a 
sentence with to increase the moment of tension? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Pen to Paper 

Now we are ready to write… 
 
Success criteria: 

✓ 1 short paragraph describing Hawkeye getting ready to shoot Thor. 
✓ A line of dialogue as Hawkeye radios the facility to get his instruction 
✓ An adverbial start to one of the sentences (ly and punctuated properly) to make the 

moment seem dramatic and tense 
✓ Use of pathetic fallacy to add dramatic tension to the scene. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Reflection 

Now get a partner to peer assess your paragraph to check that you have included all of the key 

features: 

1 short paragraph describing Hawkeye getting ready to shoot Thor.  

A line of dialogue as Hawkeye radios the facility to get his instruction  

An adverbial start to one of the sentences (ly and punctuated properly) to make the 
moment seem dramatic and tense 

 

Use of pathetic fallacy to add dramatic tension to the scene.  
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Date: LE17: BQ29: What is an appositive? 
The Quest for the Hammer: Denouement – resolution or cliffhanger? 

 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

pronoun? 
 
 
 
 

2. What are the 
different 
types of 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. What are the 
Seven basic 
plots? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is the 
difference 
between a 
dynamic and 
stative verb? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is 
pathetic 
fallacy? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: What is an appositive? 
An appositive is a second noun, or a noun phrase that is placed beside another noun to explain it 
more fully.  An appositive is surrounded by commas, much like an embedded clause. 
 
For example, 
 
Pangu, a giant covered in hair, with two horns on top of his head and two tusks protruding from 
his face.   
 
The appositive in this sentence is ‘a giant (common noun) covered in hair’ which is used to 
provide more detail about Pangu.(proper noun). 
 

Pen to Paper 
Look at the following sentences.  Can you identify the appositive in each sentence? 
 
 The appositive is… 
The darker half, yin, sank down and became the Earth.    

 
Nuwa, a goddess, roamed the wild and dazzling Earth. 
 

 
 

Anansi, the Spider, sat in his web up in a tree.    
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Nyame, a cruel and unfeeling sky god, laughed so hard, the sky 
shook.   
 

 

The Mapinguary, a terrifying creature, looked like a giant sloth. 
 

 

 
Now have a go at creating your own appositives to describe the following characters, settings or 
objects. 
 
Thor  

 
 

Jane  
 
 

The Science 
Facility 

 
 
 

The hammer  
 
 

 
Reviewing prior learning 

Over the past few lessons we have been constructing our own myth: The Quest for the Hammer.  
We have considered the exposition, the inciting incident, the rising action, the climax and the 
falling action. 
 
In this lesson, you are going to consider the denouement.  Endings of stories can follow two 
forms: 
 

▪ Resolution – ties everything together and has a everyone lives happily ever after feel. 
▪ Cliff-hanger – is when a narrative doesn’t end neatly but instead finishes with a big 

dramatic question that the reader is meant to consider.  It also enables the reader to come 
up with their own ending. 

 
For this denouement, you will need to decide whether you end the narrative with a neat 
resolution or whether you end the narrative on a cliff-hanger. 
 

Pen to Paper 
Look at the image below.  This is the moment of truth and the focus of our denouement.  What 
might the potential resolutions be?  How might this end on a cliffhanger? 
 
Resolution 

 

Cliff-hanger 
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You are going to be left to decide how you end this narrative.  But before you write, just remind 
yourself of the key success criteria for your piece: 
 

Writing 
WO1: audience and purpose, 

stylistic devices 
WO2: structure and organisation 

– paragraphs and sentences 
WO3: vocabulary, spelling 

and punctuation 
Do you use features appropriate 
to a myth?  
Do you use features appropriate 
to descriptive writing? 
 
 

Have you paragraphed your 
work? 
Are the paragraphs varied? 
Are you using a variety of 
sentence structures? 

Is your vocabulary 
ambitious? 
Is your spelling accurate? 
Have you used a variety of 
punctuation? 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 

Now take a moment to think about your learning in this unit.  Answer the following questions: 

What have you enjoyed the 
most about this unit? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you feel you have 
learnt the most about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you feel you still 
need to learn about, work 
on or practise? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What effort grade would you 
give yourself for this unit? 
Why? 
A – Excellent 
B – Good 
C – Satisfactory 
D - Unsatisfactory 
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Grammar knowledge 
1. What is a noun? A word used to refer to a person, place or object. 11 What is a stative verb? Verbs are verbs that often relate to thoughts and opinions. 

2. What is a proper noun? The name of a specific person, place, object or thing. E.g. 
Rome 

12 What is an adverb? A word that modifies the verb. 
 

3. What is a common noun? A non-specific name used to refer to people, places, 
object or thing. E.g. city 

Sentence structures 

4. What is a concrete noun? A noun that can be seen, heard, touched, smelt or 
tasted. 

1. What is a simple 
sentence? 

An independent clause with one subject and one verb. 

5. What is an abstract noun? A concept, belief, idea or emotion. 2. What is a compound 
sentence? 

A sentence that joins two simple sentences (or independent 
clauses) using a conjunction. 

6. What is an adjective? A word that describes the noun. 3. What is a complex 
sentence? 

A sentence that has both an independent clause and a 
dependent clause. 

7. What is a comparative 
adjective? 

An adjective used to compare two people or things. 
Most end with -er.  For example: bigger  

4. What is an 
appositive? 

A second noun, or a noun phrase that is placed beside another 
noun to explain it more fully.  

8. What is a superlative 
adjective? 

An adjective used to compare three or more people or 
things.  Most end with -est. For example: biggest  

5. What is a fronted 
adverbial? 

A sentence where the adverbial word or phrase is moved to 
the front of the sentence. 

9. What is the definite article? ‘The’ used before a noun to indicate that the identity of 
the noun is known to the reader. 

Sentence types 

10. What is the indefinite 
article? 

‘A’ or ‘an’ used before a noun that is general or when its 
identity is not known. 

1. What is a declarative 
sentence? 

A sentence that makes a statement. 

11. What is a noun phrase? A phrase that has a noun as its head – e.g. the most 
important word within the phrase. 

2. What is an 
exclamatory 
sentence? 

A sentence that exclaims or expresses extreme emotion, 
using an exclamation mark for emphasis. 

12. What is a pronoun? A word that you use to refer to someone or something 
when you do not need to use a noun, often because the 
person or thing has been mentioned earlier. 

3. What is an 
interrogative 
sentence? 

A sentence that asks a question and uses a question mark. 

13. What is a subject pronoun? The pronoun that performs the action in the sentence. Punctuation 

14. What is an object pronoun? The pronoun that receives the action in a sentence. 1. How do we 
demarcate our 
sentences? 

We can use a full stop, an exclamation mark or a question 
mark to finish a sentence. 

15. What is a possessive 
pronoun? 

A pronoun that indicates possession. 2. How do we 
accurately punctuate 
speech? 

We need to use speech marks, include all other punctuation 
within the speech marks and every time a new speaker is 
introduced, we should start a new line. 

16. What is a reflexive 
pronoun? 

A pronoun that refers back to a person or a thing. 3. Why do we use 
commas? 

This punctuation mark is used to separate items in a list or to 
mark clauses. 

17. What is a verb? A word that indicates an action or a state of being. When do we use 
ellipsis? 

This punctuation mark is used to indicate that a word, 
sentence or whole section from a text has been left out.   18. What is a dynamic verb? Verbs that indicate actions, processes or sensations. 
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Mythology 
1. What is an 

aetiological myth? 

A myth that explains the reason why 
something is the way it is today. 

2. What is a 
historical myth? 

A myth that is told about a 
historical event. 

3. What is a 
psychological myth? 

A myth that tries to explain why we 
feel and act the way we do. 

Structural knowledge Character archetypes Seven Basic Plots 
1. What does the term 

‘structure’ mean? 

The way in which a text is organised. 1. The Hero The seeker who goes on a 
quest to defeat evil or the 
victim who suffers from the 
action of the villain at the 
start of the story. 

1. Overcoming 
the 
monster 

The protagonist (main character, often 
the hero) sets out to defeat an 
antagonistic force (main character, often 
the villain) that threatens the protagonist 
and / or protagonist’s homeland. 

2. What does it mean if a 
text is organised 
chronologically? 

When events are presented in the order they 
happened. 

3. What is a paragraph? A section of a piece of writing indicated by a 
new line.   

2. The Villain The character who causes 
some form of ‘misfortune, 
damage or harm’ by stealing 
a magical object, kidnapping 
a person, or committing a 
murder. 

2. Rags to 
riches 

The poor protagonist acquires power, 
wealth, and / or a partner, loses it all 
and gains it back, growing as a person 
as a result. 

4. What are time 
connectives? 

A word or phrase which tells the reader when 
an action is happening. 

5. What is Freytag’s 
pyramid? 

A structure that outlines the sequence of 
events in a narrative. 

3. The Quest The protagonist and companions set out 
to acquire an important object or to get 
to a location.  They face temptations and 
other obstacles along the way. 

6. In a narrative, what is 
an exposition? 

The start of the story where the setting and the 
characters are introduced. 

3. The Donor The character who is 
prepared to help the hero by 
providing something crucial. 7. In a narrative, what is 

an inciting incident? 

A moment that acts as a trigger for the story 
and kick starts the action. 

4. Voyage and 
return 

The protagonist goes to a strange land 
and, after overcoming the threats it 
poses or learning important lessons 
unique to that location, they return with 
experience. 

8. In a narrative, what is 
the rising action? 

A moment where the characters and their 
situation is developed and a level of conflict is 
introduced. 

9. In a narrative, what is 
the climax? 

The highest point of tension in a narrative. 4. The Helper The character who uses 
their force or cunningness 
to help the hero 

5. Comedy A light and humorous tale with a happy 
or cheerful ending; a dramatic work in 
which the central motif is the triumph 
over adverse circumstances, resulting in 
a successful or happy conclusion. 

10. In a narrative, what is 
the falling action? 

The consequences that follow as a result of the 
climatic event. 

11. In a narrative, what is 
the denouement? 

The way in which the story ends – either with 
resolution or a cliffhanger. 

5. The 
Princess 

The sought-after character. 6. Tragedy The protagonist is a hero with a major 
character flaw or great mistake which is 
ultimately their undoing.  Their 
unfortunate end evokes pity at their folly 
and the fall of a fundamentally good 
character. 

12. When must a new 
paragraph be started? 

When there is a shift in time, person (or 
speaker), topic or place. 

6. The 
Dispatcher 

The character who sends 
the hero on their quest. 

13. When is it effective to 
use a long paragraph? 

When setting the scene or introducing 
characters and their back stories or for 
description.   

7. The False-
Hero 

The character who initially 
appears as good but turns 
out to be evil. 

14. When is it effective to 
use a short 
paragraph? 

For dramatic impact or to create tension or 
when presenting quick dialogues.   

  7. Rebirth An event forces the main character to 
change their ways and often become a 
better individual. 
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Tier 2 vocabulary 
vast (adj) Something that is vast is extremely large scurrying (v) If someone or something scurries, then they move there quickly and hurriedly. 

roiling (v) Something that is roiling is full of violent movement and is extremely 
rough 

feigned (v) If someone feigns a particular feeling, attitude or physical condition, they try to 
make other people think that they have it or are experiencing it, although this 
is not true. 

roused (v) If someone rouses you, they encourage you to do something. taunted (v) If someone taunts you, they say unkind or insulting things to you. 

protruding (v) If something is protruding, it means it is sticking out. hefty (adj) Hefty means large in size, weight or amount. 

nascent (adj) Nascent things are just beginning and are expected to become stronger 
or to grow bigger 

incredulous 
(adj) 

If someone is incredulous, they are unable to believe something because it is 
very surprising or shocking. 

acquire (v) If you acquire something, you buy or obtain it for yourself, or someone 
gives it to you. 

flailed (v) If your arms or legs flail, they wave about in an energetic but uncontrolled 
way. 

morphed (v) If something morphs into another thing, especially something very 
different, the first thing changes into the second. 

calabash (n) A calabash is a tropical American evergreen tree. 

dewy (adj) Something that is dewy is wet with dew – small drops of water. gourd (n) A gourd is a large round fruit with a hard skin. 

coursed (v) If something is coursing, it is moving quickly. droning (v) If something drones, it makes a low, continuous, dull noise. 

fertile (adj) Land that is fertile is able to support the growth of a large number of 
strong healthy plants. 

slack-jawed 
(adj) 

If you say that someone is slack-jawed, you mean that their mouth is hanging 
open, often because they are surprised 

deposits (n) A deposit is an amount of a substance that has been left somewhere. tempestuous 
(adj) 

If you describe a situation as tempestuous, you mean that very strong and 
intense emotions, especially anger, are involved. 

bounty (n) A bounty is something that is provided in large amounts. dense (adj) Something that is dense contains a lot of things or people in a small area 

mingled (v) When you mingle, you move around and mix with people. canopy (n) A canopy is a decorated cover, which is placed above something such as a bed 
or a seat. 

eternity (n) Eternity is a time without any end.  It lasts forever. penetrate (v) If something or someone penetrates a physical object or an area, they succeed 
in getting into it or passing through it. 

wails (n) If someone wails, it means that they cry loudly in a high pitch. cautionary 
(adj) 

A cautionary story is one that is intended to give a warning to people. 

enchanted (v) If someone is enchanted, they are under a spell. vivid (adj) If you describe memories and descriptions as vivid, you mean that they are 
very clear and detailed. 

piquant (adj) Something that is piquant has a pleasantly spicy taste. carnage (n) Carnage is the violent killing of large numbers of people, especially in a war. 

paltry (adj) A paltry amount of money or of something else is one that you consider 
to be very small. 

reaped (v) If you reap the benefits or rewards of something, you enjoy, the good things 
that happen as a result of it. 

mangy (adj) A mangy animal looks dirty, uncared for or ill. rabid (adj) If someone is rabid, they are very strong. 

detritus (n) The detritus is the small pieces of rubbish that remain after an event has 
finished or when something has been used. 

ferocious 
(adj) 

A ferocious animal, person or action is very fierce and violent. 

singeing (v) If you singe something, it burns very slightly. devoured (v) If a person or animal devours something, they eat it quickly and eagerly. 

steely (adj) Steely is used to emphasise that something is hard, strong and 
determined. 

ventured (v) If you venture somewhere, you go somewhere that might be dangerous. 

ceased (v) If something ceases, it stops happening or existing. putrid (adj) Something that is putrid has decayed and smells very unpleasant. 

coaxed (v) If you coax someone into doing something, you gently try to persuade 
them to do it. 

compose (v) If you compose yourself or if you compose your features, you succeed in 
becoming calm after you have been angry, excited or upset. 

relinquished 
(v) 

If you relinquish something such as power or control, you give it up. guttural 
(adj) 

Guttural sounds are harsh sounds that are produced at the back of a person’s 
throat. 
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