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What will I be learning in this unit?  Why is it important that I learn this? 
We study poetry, as one of the main forms of literature, to garner a deeper understanding of different 
viewpoints and perspectives across the globe. This unit, in which a range of poems from across the 
world will be explored, will consider how poets present the importance of place in determining their 
sense of self.   
 
Through the study of poetry, however, we are also able to focus in on how writers create meaning to 
convey a range of emotions. A poem, as a shorter text, ask us, as readers, to consider more deeply the 
singular impact of each word, something you will consider in the poems you read and the poems you 
then go on to craft.  
 
Finally, the lyrical nature of poetry will be explored as you consider how to translate words from the 
page into a performance in a way that helps to convey the writer’s intended meaning. 

What will my assessment piece be? 
Reading 

Assessment 

A response to one poem from the anthology studied.  You will consider how the theme 
of identity is conveyed through the poem. 

How will I be assessed? 
RO1: Reading for understanding – selecting and 
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives 

RO2: Understanding how writers use structure and 
stylistic devices to achieve particular effects 

Excelling ✓ I can confidently infer meaning 
from a text. 

✓ I can explain a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can draw upon well-chosen 
references to the text to support 
my ideas and explain these. 

Excelling  ✓ I can clearly explain how 
language and structure features 
are used to achieve effects, 
including the use of vocabulary, 
sentence structures and other 
language features. 

Advancing ✓ I can identify and retrieve key 
details from a text. 

✓ I can begin to make inferences 
and deductions. 

✓ I can identify a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can support my ideas using 
relevant textual reference. 

Advancing ✓ I can identify language and 
structure features and 
demonstrate an understanding of 
how they have been used to 
create an effect to show a broad 
understanding. 

Securing ✓ I can begin to identify and 
retrieve key details from a text. 

✓ I can show a literal 
understanding of a text. 

✓ I can begin to make inferences. 
✓ I can begin to identify a writer’s 

intention and viewpoint. 
✓ I can begin to support my ideas 

using relevant textual reference. 

Securing ✓ I can begin to identify language 
and structure features. 

✓ I can begin to comment on how 
language and structure features 
have been used to create an 
effect. 

Developing ✓ I can begin to identify and 
retrieve key details from a text. 

✓ I can show a literal 
understanding of a text. 

✓ I can begin to identify a writer’s 
viewpoint. 

Developing ✓ I can begin to identify language 
and structure features. 
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Big questions 
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 BQ1: To what extent does place impact upon our own sense of 

identity? 
Page 5 

W
e

e
k
 1

 

BQ2: How does Fleur Adcock express her feelings about Stewart 
Island? 

Page 9 

BQ3: How can I use language and structural features to convey my 
feelings about a place? 

Page 14 

BQ4: Why might Fleur Adcock have such a negative response to such 
a beautiful place?  How might our lived experiences influence our 
feelings about a place? 

Page 18 
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BQ5: What is juxtaposition?  How is juxtaposition used in the poem 
‘Island Man’? 

Page 22 

BQ6: How does Nichols use language and structure to convey ideas 
about place? 

Page 26 

BQ7: How can I use language and structural features to convey a 
contrast between places? 

Page 30 
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BQ8: What impression is formed of Vietnam and the Vietnamese 
people at the start of the poem ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise 
Levertov? 

Page 33 

BQ9: How does Levertov uses language and structural features to 
convey the devastating impact of war on the people of Vietnam? 

Page 36 

BQ10: How can poets structure the lines within their poems to convey 
meaning? 

Page 42 

BQ11: How can I use language and structural features to convey how 
a place can be impacted by others? 

Page 46 
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BQ12: What is Zephaniah’s central concern when presenting the 
British in his poem of the same name? 

Page 49 

BQ13: How and why does Zephaniah use analogy in his poem ‘The 
British’? 

Page 53 

BQ14: How can I use language and structure to celebrate an aspect of 
place? 

Page 56 

E
n

d
 o

f 
u

n
it

 t
a
s
k
s

 BQ15: Assessment guidance Page 60  
BQ16: How can we use our voice, body language and other 
paralinguistic skills to perform poetry with meaning? 

Page 61 

BQ17: How can we use our voice, body language and other 
paralinguistic skills to perform poetry with meaning? - Poetry 
performances 

Page 64 
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 BQ18: To what extent does place impact upon our own sense of 

identity? 
 

Page 66 
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Taken from  https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Simple_world_map.svg 

Studied poem: 
Stewart Island 

Studied poem: 
Island Man 

Studied poem: 
What Were They 

Like 

Studied poem: 
The British 

Linked poem: 
To Autumn 

Linked poem: 
Hurricane Hits 

England 

Linked poem: 
Night of the 

Scorpion 

Linked poem: 
Presents from my 
Aunt in Pakistan 
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LE1: To what extent does place impact upon our own sense of identity? 
 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

collective 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
comparative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is an 
inference? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is a 
simile? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is an 
autobiography? 

 
 
 
 

 

Do it now: recap prior learning 
This year all of the topics we have studied have linked to the theme of ‘Emerging Identities’.  Let’s 
review our learning from this year, with this theme in mind. 
 
Turn to the road map at the start of this booklet.  What have you learnt about ‘Emerging Identities’ 
when we completed our mythology unit?  What did you learn about ‘Emerging Identities’ when we 
read The Terrible Thing that Happened to Barnaby Brocket?  What did you learn about ‘Emerging 
Identities’ when we read, and you crafted, memoir extracts? 
 
Try filling in as much detail on the road map as possible by yourself before sharing your ideas 
with your talk partner. 
 

New knowledge 
In this unit, we are going to explore the impact that place has on our identity.  The key question 
we are going to be asking ourselves is ‘To what extent does place impact our own sense of 
identity?’   
 

Pen to Paper 
Before we begin this unit, I want you to have a think: To what extent do you think place impacts 
our own sense of identity? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New knowledge 
For many of us, place plays a significant role in our lives. This could be because we were born 
somewhere entirely different to where we are now. It could be because we have parents who 
come from different countries.  But it could also be because we have travelled somewhere that 
has become significant to us.  In today’s lesson, we shall consider the impact that places have on 
us, who we are, as people. 
 
For me, there are two places that have had a significant impact on me: England and Italy. 
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Taken from: https://www.kindpng.com/imgv/iJJmT_glasses-png-spectacles-clipart-transparent-png/ 

https://www.kindpng.com/imgv/iJJmT_glasses-png-spectacles-clipart-transparent-png/
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Reflection 
Let’s now share our glasses with each other and explain the impact that particular places might 
have had on us already in our short lives. 
 
As you are listening to each other speak, what do you notice about HOW place has impacted 
someone’s life? 
 

LE2: How does Fleur Adcock express her feelings about Stewart Island? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

compound 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
superlative 
adjective? 

 
 
 
 

3. What does the 
phrase ‘implied 
meaning’ mean 
when talking about 
a writer’s work? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is a 
metaphor? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is a 
biography? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In today’s lesson we are going to learn about a place called ‘Stewart Island’ from the perspective 
of the poet, Fleur Adcock.  Stewart Island is set just south of New Zealand.  Here are some 
pictures of Stewart Island: 
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Pen to paper 

We are going to use these pictures to consider your initial impression of place.   

Nouns to describe Stewart Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjectives to describe Stewart Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My initial impression of Stewart Island is… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
However, we are going to learn whether our impression of Stewart Island is the same as the 
impression the poet, Fleur Adcock, has.  Let’s read her poem ‘Stewart Island’, which was written 
in 1971.  This poem is written using one long stanza and free verse, which means there is no 
rhyme. 

Stewart Island by Fleur Adcock (1971) 
 
‘But look at all this beauty’ 
Said the hotel manager’s wife 
When asked how she could bear to 
Live there.  True: there was a fine bay, 
All hills and atmosphere; white 
Sand, and bush down to the sea’s edge; 
Oyster-boats, too, and Maori 
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Fishermen with Scottish names (she 
Ran off with one that autumn). 
As for me, I walked on the beach; 
It was too cold to swim. My  
Seven-year-old collected shells 
And was bitten by sandflies; 
My four-year-old paddled, until 
A mad seagull jetted down 
To jab its claws and beak into  
His head. I had already decided to leave this country. 
 

 

 
Key question: How does Fleur Adcock view Stewart Island? 

 

Pen to Paper 
As you read a poem, or any text for that matter, we want to identify the BIG IDEAS of the poem.  
These are called the central concerns.  They are central concerns because they are the BIG 
IDEAS the writer is potentially wishing to communicate to their readers.  (When writing about 
texts, the central concern is the WHAT of our analytical paragraph). Here is what I think is the 
first central concern of this poem. 
 

Central concern Fleur Adcock recognises the beauty of Stewart Island. 
 

But our key question today is about HOW she expresses her feelings.  I think her recognition of 
Stewart Island’s beauty is done through the language choices she makes, in this instance, her 
use of nouns and noun phrases. I have identified the first one but how many other nouns or noun 
phrases can you find that show she recognises Stewart Island’s beauty. 
 

‘fine bay’ 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Nouns and noun phrases 
used to describe Stewart 

Island 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Key question: having pulled out the nouns and noun phrases, from the text, what impression do 
you think she has formed of Stewart Island? What does she recognise about the island? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pen to Paper 
Whilst Fleur Adcock recognises the beauty of Stewart Island, we see a volta appear.  This is a 
structural device.  Look at the following bits of evidence. 
 

As for me, I walked on the beach; 
It was too cold to swim. My 
Seven-year-old collected shells 
And was bitten by sandflies; 
My four-year-old paddled, until 
A mad seagull jetted down 
To jab its claws and beak into 
His head. 

 

 

 
Key question: What might the central concern be in the second part of the poem? 

 

The second central concern of the poem is 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

But our key question today is about HOW she expresses her feelings.  I think she does this 
through the use of contrasts.  This is a structural device. 
 

First part How is the 
contrast 

introduced? 

Second part Inference linked to Fleur Adcock’s 
feelings 

As for me, I 
walked on the 
beach; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It was too cold to 
swim. 

 

My seven-year-old 
collected shells 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And was bitten by 
sandflies. 

 

My four-year-old 
paddled,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Until / A mad 
seagull jetted down 
/ To jab its claws 
and beak into his 
head. 
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Reflection 
The key question for this Learning Episode was ‘How does Fleur Adcock express her feelings 
about Stewart Island?’ We have discovered that she uses nouns and noun phrases to illustrate 
how she recognises the island’s beauty and how she uses contrasts to imply she is at conflict 
with the reality of being on the island. 
 
This term, for your assessment, you will need to respond to one poem from the studied anthology 
to consider how place has an impact on one’s sense of identity.  You will need to construct a 
response using two WHAT HOW WHY paragraphs. 
 
What might an EXCELLING WHAT HOW WHY paragraph look like in response to this poem? 
 

RO1: Reading for understanding – selecting and 
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives 

RO2: Understanding how writers use structure and 
stylistic devices to achieve particular effects 

Excelling ✓ I can confidently infer meaning 
from a text. 

✓ I can explain a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can draw upon well-chosen 
references to the text to support 
my ideas and explain these. 

Excelling  ✓ I can clearly explain how 
language and structure features 
are used to achieve effects, 
including the use of vocabulary, 
sentence structures and other 
language features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the poem, Stewart Island, Fleur Adcock initially recognises the 
beauty of the island when she acknowledges its ‘fine bay’, ‘white sand’ 
and the ‘Maori fishermen’.  The use of the noun phrases here implying 
a beautiful, natural and peaceful environment.  The use of the adjective 
‘fine’ to describe the bay suggests that it is indeed beautiful and 
aesthetically pleasing.  This is reinforced by the adjective ‘white’ to 
describe the sand and helps the reader to imagine the clean, vibrant 
beach side.  Finally, the description of the ‘Maori fishermen’ gives an 
image of an area steeped in tradition with men going out to fish to 
supply the island with its food and connotes this idea of peace and 
serenity. 

However, despite the recognition of its natural beauty, Fleur Adcock 
does not, herself, feel at peace on Stewart Island.  This is most evident 
when she writes ‘My seven-year-old collected shells / And was bitten 
by sandflies.’  Here, Adcock effectively uses contrast to convey the 
destruction of what could have been a beautiful moment.  The verb 
phrase ‘collected shells’ provides the reader with a tranquil and 
enjoyable image of life on the island.  However, this is then contrasted 
with the verb phrase ‘bitten by sandflies.’  The use of the plosive ‘b’ 
conveys the idea that Adcock (and her son, whom she is protective of) 
feels under attack by these insects and that the pleasant experience 
has been completely ruined.  Here, she is communicating the idea that 
whilst the island may seem beautiful, in terms of its appearance, the 
reality of living there is very different. 
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LE3: How can I use language and structural features to convey my 

feelings about a place? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

concrete noun? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is a verb?  
 
 
 

3. What does 
literal 
information 
mean? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is 
personification? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is a 
memoir? 

 
 
 
 

 

Recap prior learning 
In the last learning episode we were looking at how Fleur Adcock conveyed her feelings about 
place – about Stewart Island.  Let’s recap 
 
Central concern 1  

 
 
 
 

Central concern 2  
 
 
 
 

 

What did you learn about Fleur Adcock’s use of language and structural elements to help her 
convey her feelings about place?  Annotate your copy of the poem on the next page with your 
learning from last lesson. 
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                                             Stewart Island by Fleur Adcock (1971) 
 

‘But look at all this beauty’ 
Said the hotel manager’s wife 
When asked how she could bear to 
Live there.  True: there was a fine bay, 
All hills and atmosphere; white 
Sand, and bush down to the sea’s edge; 
Oyster-boats, too, and Maori 
Fishermen with Scottish names (she 
Ran off with one that autumn). 
As for me, I walked on the beach; 
It was too cold to swim. My  
Seven-year-old collected shells 
And was bitten by sandflies; 
My four-year-old paddled, until 
A mad seagull jetted down 
To jab its claws and beak into  
His head. I had already decided to leave this country. 
 

Pen to paper 
In this learning episode we are going to utilise the beautiful structure of the poem ‘Stewart 
Island’ to construct our own poem about Rome. Whilst we all know living in Rome is a beautiful 
thing, it isn’t without its problems.  How others view Rome versus living here on a day-to-day 
basis could also be very contrasting.  Look at the contrasting images below. 
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We are now going to think about how we could take elements of Fleur Adcock’s poem ‘Stewart Island’ to 

help us write a poem about Rome. Rather than start positively and end negatively, we are going to 
start negatively and end positively. 
 

Nouns and noun phrases to describe the 
rubbish  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nouns and noun phrases to describe the busy 
traffic 

 

Contrasts – starting with the negative and turning it into a positive 
 

Sentence 1 (about the rubbish): using the semi-colon 
 
 
 
Sentence 2 (about the busy traffic): using a conjunction 
 
 
 
Sentence 3 (about a problem of your choosing): using a 
subordinating connective 

 
 
 

 

 Key verb choices linked 
to these contrasts 

 

 

Pen to paper 
Now you are going to have a go at writing your own poem about Rome that draws upon some of 
the structural choices made by Fleur Adcock. 
 

1. After ‘True:’ list the nouns and noun phrases you have identified to describe the rubbish, 
busy traffic or any other negative aspect of Roman life. 
 

2. Start with the negative detail – the rubbish, the traffic or something else.  How do you use 
contrasting details to turn the negative into a positive?  Look at my example to see how 
you might do this.  Use the semi-colon, a conjunction and a subordinating connective to 
highlight the contrasts between the negative aspect being presented and your positive 
response.  
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Stewart Island by Fleur Adcock (1971) 
 
‘But look at all this beauty’ 
Said the hotel manager’s wife 
When asked how she could bear to 
Live there.  True: there was a fine bay, 
All hills and atmosphere; white 
Sand, and bush down to the sea’s edge; 
Oyster-boats, too, and Maori 
Fishermen with Scottish names (she 
Ran off with one that autumn). 
As for me, I walked on the beach; 
It was too cold to swim. My  
Seven-year-old collected shells 
And was bitten by sandflies; 
My four-year-old paddled, until 
A mad seagull jetted down 
To jab its claws and beak into  
His head. I had already decided to leave 
this country. 
 

London Town by Miss Odell (2022) 
 
‘But the cost of living is so high’ 
Said the young girl 
When asked why she had decided to  
Leave there.  True: tasteless coffee, 
All froth and no bean; long train journeys 
Had gotten more expensive. 
First time apartments (that were the size of 
a stamp) were impossible to afford. 
As for me, I passed by Starbucks, 
It was nice picnic weather.  Perfect 
To enjoy the smoothie I had made at home, 
And healthier besides. 
My parents shunned the train 
And delighted in the sights on offer by bus. 
The beautiful countryside, wildlife lazing out 
in the sun and quaint little villages       
zoomed past. 
My friends decided not to buy their own 
flea-ridden, tiny apartment  
after seeing it was  
much  
more  
fun  
living with others.   
This was true.  I was having much more fun. 
 
I had already decided to stay in this country. 

Rome by ___________________ (2022) 

‘But look at all this rubbish’ 

Said the British expat 

When asked why she had decided to  

Leave there.  True: ____________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

As for me, I __________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

I had already decided to stay in this country. 
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Reflection 
Let’s hear what you have come up with.  Remember our focus is on 
 

▪ Effective nouns and noun phrases to present negative perceptions 
▪ Contrasts within lines using semi-colons, conjunctions and subordinating connectives 
▪ Verbs to illustrate the positive impact place has on you. 

 

LE4: Why might Fleur Adcock have such a negative response to such a beautiful 

place?  How might our lived experiences bias our feelings about a place? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is an 

abstract 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is an 
adverb? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
noun 
phrase? 

 
 
 
 

4. How are 
contrasts 
introduced in 
the poem 
‘Stewart 
Island’? 

 
 
 
 

5. What does 
Fleur Adcock 
think about 
Stewart 
Island? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
We have learnt that despite Stewart Island’s beauty, Fleur Adcock did not enjoy her time in 
Stewart Island.  Sometimes, however, this isn’t because of the place, but because of the 
experiences we have within a place. 
 
In this learning episode, we are going to learn more about Fleur Adcock’s life and how this might 
have influenced her writing of the poem ‘Stewart Island.’ 
 

Fleur Adcock 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Fleur Adcock was five years old when her parents moved her and her sister 
back to the UK from New Zealand, where she had been born.  The second 
world war was on the cards and her parents wanted to contribute to the war 
effort.  They settled briefly in Sidcup, then evacuated their daughters to 
distant relations on a Leicestershire farm. 
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6 
7 
8 
9 
 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

 
29 
30 
31 
 

32 
33 
34 
35 

 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

 
In England, Fleur found her spiritual home.  She loved the weather.  The 
seasons were real and distinct from one another. Winters were real winters 
with snow and summers were real summers and the skies changed face a 
million times a day, and there were primroses.  
  
They took her back to New Zealand after the war.  The long journey home 
marked the end and the culmination of her childhood.  She and her little 
sister strung up curtains in one of the ship’s corridors and put on 
entertainment for other children.  They wrote and performed a series of 
what they took to be hilarious plays.  England got further and further away 
until all she had left was an overwhelming sense of loss and a bad case of 
homesickness. 
 
Five years later, she was sitting her finals at Wellington University, pregnant 
and married to a Latin scholar.  She had fallen for her husband because of 
his handsome looks.  He looked like Gregory Peck only better, not as tall, 
alas, but divine.  He was a romantic poet, published, acclaimed, successful, 
all the things she wanted for herself.  She wanted, yes, to be him.  Instead, 
she married him.  It was a long time ago. “Look,” she says, “nobody took you 
seriously in the 50s unless you had a bloke or were married or something.” 
 
Suddenly there was a little house and a little mortgage, pushing a pram 
along the street, desperately pretending to be a grown up.  She was a 
suburban housewife, bored out of her mind. The marriage lasted five years.  
Somewhere along the line she had an affair, had a baby, got a job and took 
off. 
 
She left the first child with the father. It seemed fairer. He would have the 
same parent, the same home, the same bed, the same little tricycle, just a 
different mother. 
 
“I don’t recognise the girl who did this,” she says, her voice dropping like a 
stone. “I haven’t a clue how her mind worked.  Her past and her memories I 
can see, but I don’t recognise her in the mirror and I don’t like looking back 
at her.  I don’t admire her.” 
 
At 23, with a small baby and a university lectureship to bless herself with, 
she started to forge a more independent life.  The city of Dunedin, where she 
worked, was ‘respectable’ and a divorced woman was ostracised.  She had 
no idea how unhappy she was until one day she found herself standing by 
the wall in her kitchen, waiting for the kettle to boil, with unstoppable tears 
pouring down her face.  The enormity of it all hit her like a hammer. 
Trying to distract her, and cheer her up, her friends introduced her to a 
gentleman by the name of Barry Crump.  “But don’t marry him,” they 
counselled urgently, which was a mistake.  Barry Crump was incredibly 
famous in New Zealand.  He was a Crocodile Dundee sort of fellow who 
wrote adventure stories.  She married him.  However, he then soon routinely 
started hitting her in the mouth. 
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48 
49 
50 

 
51 
52 

 
The marriage lasted five months.  By the way of a divorce the £30 
settlement, Mr Crump agreed to pay her passage to England. And she ran 
away. No. She ran towards. 
 
It was mid-winter when she arrived in London, as though the whole of 
England had been kept on ice for her, waiting for her to come home.  

 

Pen to paper 
Looking back at Fleur Adcock’s life, which moments led to positive experiences for Fleur Adcock 
on the island and which moments led to negative experiences on the island?  Complete the chart 
below with examples from the newspaper article. 
 

Positive experiences on Stewart Island Negative experiences on Stewart Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Were there more positive or more negative experiences?  How might this affect the way she 
viewed the island? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 
We are now going to consider, once more, how her feelings about Stewart Island come across in 
her poem.  This time, we are a little bit more knowledgeable about why that might be.  When we 
explore some of the language and structural choices, can you see any potential links to her lived 
experience 
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Contextual link?                                                                                                         Contextual link? 
 
 
 
 Language analysis                                                      Language analysis 

 
 

 
 

 ‘…when asked 
how she could 
bear to / live 

there 
 

 ‘It was too 
cold to swim’ 

 

 Fleur 
Adcock’s 
view of 
Stewart 
Island 

 

‘bitten by 
sandflies’ 

 A mad seagull 
jetted down / 

To jab its 
claws and 

beak into / his 
head. 

 
 

Language analysis                                                      Language analysis 
 
 
 
Contextual link?                                                                                                         Contextual link? 

 
 
 
 

Reflection 
Key reflection questions: 

• To what extent might our lived experiences influence our feelings about a place? 
• Fleur Adcock suggests the appearance of a place versus its reality is disarming. Is this 

true of most places?  E.g. holidaying somewhere versus living somewhere offer very 
different experiences 

.________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LE5: What is juxtaposition? How are Guyana and London juxtaposed in the poem 

‘Island Man’? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between a 
proper noun 
and a common 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. What five 
senses might 
writers target 
in their writing 
to make it 
more 
evocative? 

 
 
 
 

4. Identify three 
things you 
learnt about 
Fleur Adcock 
last lesson? 

 
 
 
 

5. To what extent 
do you think 
our feelings 
about a place 
are influenced 
by our 
experiences 
whilst there? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In this learning episode, we are going to learn the term ‘juxtaposition’. 
 
Juxtaposition is when two or more things are placed side by side often to compare or contrast or 
to create an interesting effect.  
 
Examples of juxtaposition might include contrasting ideas such as these 

• light and darkness. 
• youth and experience. 
• wealth and poverty. 
• beauty and ugliness. 
• family and outsiders. 
• wisdom and foolishness. 

 
Pen to paper 

Now it’s your turn! Look at the two pictures below.  How are these pictures being juxtaposed? Try 
and think of all the different ways (Hint: lean on your senses!) 
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The two images above are juxtaposed because… 
Picture A Picture B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New knowledge 
The poem we are going to read today, Island Man by Grace Nichols, makes beautiful use of juxtaposition to 
help Nichols convey her feelings about two very different places: Guyana and London.  The poem was 
written in 1971.  Grace Nichols, herself, was born in Guyana and moved to London in 1971. 

 

Island Man by Grace Nichols (1984) 

Morning 
And island man wakes up 
To the sound of blue surf 
In his head 
The steady breaking and wombing 
 
Wild seabirds 
And fishermen pushing out to sea 
The sun surfacing defiantly 
From the east of his small emerald island 
He always comes back                groggily groggily 
 
Comes back to sands 
Of a grey metallic soar 
                                 The surge of wheels 
To dull north-circular roar 
 
Muffling muffling 
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His crumpled pillow waves 
Island man heaves himself 
 
Another London Day. 
 

Pen to paper 
You are now going to explore the juxtapositions evident in this poem 
 

 Guyana London 
The morning routine  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The sounds  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The scenes or sights  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The colours  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Any other juxtapositions  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Summary question: What do we learn about Guyana and London from this poem?  How do we 
think the man feels about both? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 
We are now going to bring our learning together to answer the key question: How are Guyana 
and London juxtaposed in the poem ‘Island Man’? 
 

Example paragraph: 

Grace Nichols juxtaposes Guyana with London through the morning routing when she describe 
the man as he ‘wakes up’ in Guyana but ‘heaves himself up’ in London.  The verb ‘wakes up’ 
suggests a sprightly movement that requires little effort with the implication being that it is a joy 
to wake up in Guyana.  However, this is juxtaposed through the use of the verb ‘heaves’ which 
has different connotations.  When you heave yourself up, it takes a lot of effort, almost as though 
your body is reluctant to move.  Therefore, we can connote that the man does not have the same 
sprightly energy in getting up as he did when in Guyana.  What we might surmise from this is that 
London is a much harder place for him to be, with little joy to look forward to hence the 
reluctance to get up from his bed. 

 

Why is this a great WHAT HOW WHY paragraph of writing? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now it’s your turn!  Construct one WHAT HOW WHY paragraph that explores how Guyana and 

London are juxtaposed.  Use my paragraph above to help you with yours, especially when initially 

introducing the juxtaposed evidence. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LE6: How does Nichols use language and structure to convey ideas 

about place? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between a 
countable and 
uncountable 
noun? 

 
 
 
 

2. When we 
‘structure’ a 
text, what are 
we doing? 

 
 
 
 

3. How does a 
biography 
differ from a 
memoir? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is 
juxtaposition? 

 
 
 
 

5. How are Guyana 
and London 
juxtaposed in the 
poem ‘Island 
Man’? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In a previous learning episode, we considered how the experiences Fleur Adcock went through 
whilst living on Stewart Island probably influenced her feelings towards place.  When we explore 
real life events and link them to the texts we read, we are referring to the context.  We are 
seeking to develop our understanding of events in the real world and consider how they might  
have influenced the writing of fiction. 
 
So what might have influenced Grace Nichols to write Island Man?  Let’s watch a short video to 

see what she has to say.  Use the space on the next page to record your thoughts. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.youtube.com/embed/1bACVeAclpU?feature=oembed
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 
In this learning episode you are going to consider, more closely, how Grace Nichol’s uses 
language and structural features to convey a sense of place to the reader. 
 
Grace Nichols feels aligned with both Guyana and London, but it took her some time to adjust to 
living in London.  In her poem ‘Island Man’ she juxtaposes the two places beautifully but draws 
upon language and structural features to do this. 
 
Look at the chart on the following page.  Nichols offers us an insight into both Guyana and 
London and uses a variety of different linguistic and structural techniques to do so.  Your task is 
to find an example of each technique within the poem and consider how the technique has been 
used to present the place and what we can infer as a result of the description.  We always need 
to remember that texts are crafted to create an impression on the reader and, therefore, we are 
focused on the impression Nichols wants to convey – both of Guyana and London.  The first one, 
exploring her use of rhythm has been done for you. 
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Rhythm - the sense of movement created by the 
sequence of stressed and unstressed syllables 

Adjectives – a word that describes the noun Personification – giving inanimate objects 
human qualities 

Example 
from the 
poem 

‘The steady breaking and 
wombing’ 
 

Example 
from the 
poem 

 Example 
from the 
poem 

 

What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a result? 

Breaking and wombing have 2 syllables 
each – stressed and unstressed.  
Reflective of the waves coming in and 
out along the shore.  Creates a rhythmic 
nature for the waves – very calming. 
 

What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a result? 

 What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a result? 

 

Metaphor – a comparison between two 
unrelated things. Island Man 

 

Interesting line lengths – short, long, 
indented 

Example 
from the 
poem 

 
 
 
 

Example 
from the 
poem 

 

What can 
we infer 
about the  
place being 
described 
as a result? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a result? 

 

Play on words (homophone – where words are pronounced 

the same but have different spelling and meaning) 
Alliteration – repeating the same consonant 

sound at the start of successive words 
Stanza lengths – one line stanza 

Example 
from the 
poem 

 
 
 
 

Example 
from the 
poem 

 Example 
from the 
poem 

 

What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a result? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described 
as a 
result? 

 What can 
we infer 
about the 
place being 
described  
as a result? 
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Reflection 

Key questions: 

1. What have you learnt about Guyana and London from reading this poem? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Nichol’s own experience come through in this writing? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What feelings are evoked about place when reading this poem? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which technique do you think has the biggest impact on you as a reader and why? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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LE7: How can I use language and structural features to convey a 

contrast between places? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is an 

adjective? 
 
 
 
 

2. If a text is 
written 
chronologically, 
how is it 
written? 

 
 
 
 

3. Writing can use 
the first 
person, second 
person or third 
person.  What 
do these look 
like in a text? 

 
 
 
 

4. What does 
context mean?  
What is the 
contextual 
backdrop to 
‘Island Man’? 

 
 
 
 

5. Identify three 
techniques 
Nichols used to 
convey ideas 
about place. 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
Over the past couple of lessons we have been exploring how Grace Nichols juxtaposed two 
places: Guyana and London.  In order to do this, she used a range of language and structural 
features.  In the space below, reflect upon how we can create a juxtaposition using language and 
structural features. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pen to paper 
In this learning episode we are going to utilise the beautiful crafting of the poem ‘Island Man’ to 
construct your own poem where you contrast two places. You could contrast being outside with 
being stuck in school or somewhere you go on holiday versus being at home or even your 
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country of origin versus Rome.  The choice is yours!  We are going to focus in on, however, how 
we create a strong juxtaposition between the two places. 
 
To do this we are going to plan how we could craft language specifically to really heighten the 

juxtaposition 

Place A Place B 
Sensory 
language 
What can you 
hear in place 
A? 

Sensory 
language 
What can you 
see in place A? 

What 
adjectives 
could you use 
to describe 
place A?  

Sensory 
language  
What can you 
hear in place 
B? 

Sensory 
language 
What can you 
see in place B? 

What 
adjectives 
could you use 
to describe 
place B? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

What could you 
personify within your 
place A? 

What metaphor could 
you use to emphasise 
its importance? 

What could you 
personify within your 
place B? 

What metaphor could 
you use to describe 
your place B? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Pen to paper 
You are now going to have a go at putting these ideas into a poetry response.  You should use 
‘Island Man’ to help you, looking carefully at how Nichols has structured her poem.
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Using Island Man to create our own poetry in which we also juxtapose two places 

Island Man by Grace Nichols (1984) What should I be describing? My poem 
Morning 
And island man wakes up 
To the sound of blue surf 
In his head 
The steady breaking and wombing 
 
Wild seabirds 
And fishermen pushing out to sea 
The sun surfacing defiantly 
From the east of his small emerald island 
He always comes back                groggily 
groggily 
 
Comes back to sands 
Of a grey metallic soar 
                                 The surge of wheels 
To dull north-circular roar 
 
Muffling muffling 
His crumpled pillow waves 
Island man heaves himself 
 
Another London Day. 
 

 

What can you hear as you 
wake up? 
 
 
What can you see? (Can you personify 
any of the elements of your place?) 
 
How important is this place to you? 
(Perhaps use a metaphor like Grace 
Nichols has) 
 
What do you come back to?   
What can you hear? 
(Perhaps you could you use 
adjectives to contrast) 

 
How do you feel? 
 
 
 

Morning 

And __________ wakes up 

To the sound of __________ 

__________ 

_________________________ 

 

______________ 

_________________________________ 

________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

He always comes back                groggily 

groggily 

 

Comes back to _______________ 

______________________________ 

                                 _________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

____________________ 

________________________________ 

___________________heaves himself 

Another ___________ Day. 
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Reflection 
Let’s hear what you have come up with.  Remember our focus is on 

▪ Creating an effective juxtaposition between two places 
▪ Using a variety of language devices to help you convey the differences between the two 

places 
 

LE8: What impression is formed of Vietnam and the Vietnamese people 

at the start of the poem ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise Levertov? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is 

‘tense’? 
 

 
 
 
 

2. What five 
reasons are 
there for 
starting a 
new 
paragraph? 

 
 
 
 

3. When we 
look for 
evidence, 
what are we 
trying to do? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is 
juxtaposition? 

 
 
 
 

5. How can we 
create a 
juxtaposition? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
So far, in this unit we have looked at how our own experiences can affect our views on a place 
and, that despite a place’s obvious beauty, this isn’t always enough to have you want to stay 
there.  We have also looked at what it means to move place and the emotions tied up in that, 
especially when the two places are so very different.  In this series of lessons we are going to 
look at a third poem entitled ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise Levertov and written in 1967.  What 
can you infer from this title? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pen to paper 
In exploring this poem, we are going to consider how events, such as a conflict, can affect a place 
and the people within it. 
 
The poem ‘What Were They Like?’ is unusually structured.  It is presented in two halves.  The first 
half is made up of a series of questions and the second half, answers to those questions.  It is 
written as though one person is being interviewed by another.  
 
In this learning episode, we are going to look at the first half of the poem to see what we can 
infer about Vietnam and the Vietnamese people.  Look at the first half of the poem on the next 
page and the accompanying images.  What can you infer about Vietnam and the Vietnamese 
people?  You may use your devices to help you with this task.  Jot down your ideas and what you 
learn around the stanza. 
 

Reflection 
Let’s bring our thinking together. At the start of the poem Denise Levertov asks us to reflect upon 
Vietnam and the Vietnamese people in the past. 
 

Central concern 
Denise Levertov presents 

Vietnam and the Vietnamese 
people as 

Evidence Inference 

The Vietnamese people were 
steeped in their traditions and 
rooted within their culture. 

Did the people of Vietnam 
use lanterns of stone? 

Lanterns of stone are archaic 
and less modern.  Reflective 
of ancient customs and 
traditional ornaments. They 
are also strong and hard to 
break. 
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1. Did the people of Viet Nam 
use lanterns of stone? 

2. Did they hold ceremonies  
to reverence the opening of buds? 

3. Were they inclined to quiet laughter? 
4. Did they use bone and ivory, 

jade and silver, for ornament? 
5. Had they an epic poem? 
6. Did they distinguish between speech and 

singing? 
7.  
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LE9: How does Levertov use language and structural features to convey 

the devastating impact of war on the people of Vietnam? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What three 

ways can we 
demarcate 
our 
sentences? 

 
 
 
 

2. Identify 
three time 
connectives. 

 
 
 
 

3. ‘I’, ‘his’, ‘you’, 
‘themselves’ 
are all 
examples 
of? 

 
 
 
 

4. Who wrote 
the poem 
‘What Were 
They Like’ and 
when was it 
written? 

 
 
 
 

5. What inferences 
did you make 
about the 
Vietnamese 
people based 
upon the first 
half of the poem? 

 
 
 
 

 

Recap prior learning 
Last lesson we started to explore the poem ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise Levertov, which 
was written in 1967.  We began by considering what we learnt about Vietnam and the Vietnamese 
people from the first stanza, which was presented as a series of questions.  
 
If we start today’s lesson by linking back to establishing a writer’s central concern when writing 
a text, what would you say Levertov’s central concern was in the first stanza? 
 
Central concern 
In the first stanza, Denise 
Levertov wished to 
communicate… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence and inference 
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New knowledge 
In this learning episode we are going to learn more about Levertov’s motivation for writing this 
poem.  Let’s read through the following information about Levertov and her central motivation.  
This information is taken from Oak National and provides some of the social and historical 
backdrop to the writing of the poem. 
 

1 
2 
3 
 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
 
12 
13 
14 
 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

‘What Were They Like’’ is written during the period of the Vietnam War, 
which was officially fought between South and North Vietnam between 
1955-1975. 
 
Political belief systems lay at the heart of the war. Whilst both sides of 
Vietnam, the north and the south, wanted a more unified country, the 
North wanted a nation modelled on communism whilst the South wanted 
to stay closely allied to the West and follow a more democratic path.  
North Vietnam was supported by the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics), China and other communist allies, whereas South Vietnam 
was supported by the United States, South Korea, the Philippines and 
Australia. 
 
The U.S. entered the war to try and reduce the spread of communism. By 
late 1963, there were more than 16,000 Americans advising troops in South 
Vietnam.  By 1966, there were 385,000 American troops in South Vietnam.   
 
However, an anti-war movement so the support for American involvement 
in the war wane and in 1973, US combat units were withdrawn.  In 1975, 
South Vietnam fell to a full-scale invasion by the North. 
 
During the war, 2 million Vietnamese civilians and 1.1 million Vietnamese 
fighters died.  A large part of Vietnam’s countryside was destroyed by 
bombs and laced with land minds, and its cities and towns were heavily 
damaged.  South Vietnam became a Communist state and many 
Vietnamese people who disagreed with this left the country. 
 
Levertov was part of a counter-culture movement that opposed authority, 
war and challenged social and economic inequality.  In the poem, Levertov 
criticises the American involvement in the Vietnam War and the 
disastrous effect it had on the country (Vietnam).  She was one of many 
artists of the time who criticised the War – Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and Pete 
Seeger all recorded protest songs, questioning American involvement in 
Vietnam. 

 

Key question: Based upon your reading of the above, what do you think the central concern of the 

second half of the poem will be?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Pen to paper 

Let’s start by looking at the responses given.  On the left hand side are the questions, can you match the response to the question? 

First stanza  No. Second stanza 
1. Did the people of Viet Nam 

use lanterns of stone? 
 

  Perhaps they gathered once to delight in blossom, 
but after their children were killed 
there were no more buds. 

2. Did they hold ceremonies  
to reverence the opening of buds? 

 

  A dream ago, perhaps.  Ornament is for joy. 
All the bones were charred. 
 

3. Were they inclined to quiet laughter? 
 

  There is an echo yet 
of their discourse which was like a song. 
It was reported that their singing resembled 
the flight of moths in moonlight. 
Who can say?  It is silent now. 

4. Did they use bone and ivory, 
jade and silver, for ornament? 

 

  Sir, their light hearts turned to stone. 
It is not remembered whether in gardens 
stone lanterns illumined pleasant ways. 

5. Had they an epic poem? 
 

  It is not remembered.  Remember, 
most were peasants; their life 
was in rice and bamboo. 
When peaceful clouds were reflected in the paddies 
and the water buffalo stepped surely along terraces, 
maybe fathers told their sons old tales. 
When bombs smashed those mirrors 
there was time only to scream. 

6. Did they distinguish between speech 
and singing? 

 

  Sir, laughter is bitter to the burned mouth. 
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What is your initial response?  How do you feel as you read the second half?  What point do you 

think Levertov is trying to make? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pen to paper 
We are now going to consider how Levertov conveys the impact of war on Vietnam and the 
Vietnamese people through the second half of her poem.  Look at each of the responses on the 
next page and consider what Levertov is trying to tell us about how the war has impacted the 
people of Vietnam.  Also, consider any particular words or phrases that strike you and if you 
really want to push yourself, can you identify any techniques she uses to really convey her 
message. 
 

Reflection 
The structure of this poem, using the question-and-answer format really helps to convey the 
impact that the war had on Vietnam and its people.  Having considered the questions and the 
responses and the language Levertov uses, we are now going to answer the following key 
question: How does Levertov convey the devastating impact of war on a place in her poem ‘What 
Were They Like? 
 

Look at my exemplar answer: 

In the poem ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise Levertov, Levertov uses a question and response 

format to show the difference in the people of Vietnam pre-and post-war. Levertov uses a 

persona to pose the following question: ‘Did the people of Vietnam use lanterns of stone?’ From 

this question, we can infer that the people of Vietnam were people rooted in ancient customs and 

traditions who crafted beautiful things from the natural resources of the world.  They were 

peaceful.  However, the response to the question post-war reveals that things have changed 

when it states ‘Sir, their light hearts turned to stone.’  The use of light as a recurring idea shows 

a shift in the Vietnamese people.  Once full of joy and light in terms of the simplicity of their life 

and their souls, Levertov uses a metaphor to suggest that the Vietnamese people have hearts 

that have now turned to ‘stone’.  The implication here is that the joy and peace the people once 

felt has been shattered.  Stone is a cold material, and it is unfeeling, which helps to present the 

idea that the Vietnamese people are now emotionally broken.  The war has taken the light out of 

their lives.  
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RO1: Reading for understanding – selecting and 
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives 

RO2: Understanding how writers use structure and 
stylistic devices to achieve particular effects 

Excelling ✓ I can confidently infer meaning 
from a text. 

✓ I can explain a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can draw upon well-chosen 
references to the text to support 
my ideas and explain these. 

Excelling  ✓ I can clearly explain how 
language and structure features 
are used to achieve effects, 
including the use of vocabulary, 
sentence structures and other 
language features. 

 

Now it is your turn.  Working in pairs, co-construct a WHAT HOW WHY paragraph exploring how 

Levertov uses the question-and-answer format to present the devastating impact that the war 

had on the Vietnamese people.  Use the bits in bold / underlined to help you with your writing. 

WHAT HOW WHY 
What do we learn 
about the 
Vietnamese 
people pre-war? 

How is this evidenced 
through one of the 
questions? 

What inferences do we make about the Vietnamese 
people as a result? 
Why does Levertov present the Vietnamese people in 
this way?  How does it support her message about war? 

Contrasting connective 
WHAT HOW WHY 

What do we learn 
about the 
Vietnamese 
people post-war? 

How is this evidenced 
through one of the 
answers? 

What inferences do we make about the Vietnamese 
people as a result? 
Why does Levertov present the Vietnamese people in 
this way?  How does it support her message about war? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question Response What do we learn about the impact of 
war on Vietnam / the Vietnamese 

people? 

Which words or phrases particular 
strike you or have an impact on 

you? 
1. Did the people of Vietnam 

use lanterns of stone? 
1. Sir, their light hearts turned to stone. 

It is not remembered whether in gardens 
Stone lanterns illumined pleasant ways. 

We learned that the war weighed heavily on 
the people of Vietnam. The light has gone. 
Their hearts have turned to stone. 

The metaphor – light hearts turned to 
stone. The joy and peace of the people has 
been shattered. Stone is unfeeling and cold 
– they are emotionally broken. 

2. Did they hold ceremonies  
to reverence the opening of buds? 

 

2. Perhaps they gathered once to delight in blossom, 
But after their children were killed 
There were no more buds. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Were they inclined to quiet laughter? 
 

3. Sir, laughter is bitter to the burned mouth.  
 
 
 
 

 

4. Did they use bone and ivory, 
jade and silver, for ornament? 

 

4. A dream ago, perhaps. Ornament is for joy. 
All the bones were charred. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5. Had they an epic poem? 
 

5. It is not remembered.  Remember, 
Most were peasants; their life 
Was in rice and bamboo.  When peaceful clouds were 
reflected in the paddies 
And the water buffalo stepped surely along terraces, 
Maybe fathers told their sons old tales. 
When bombs smashed those mirrors  
There was time only to scream. 

  

6. Did they distinguish between speech 
and singing? 

 
 

6. There is an echo yet 
of their discourse which was like a song. 
It was reported that their singing resembled 
the flight of moths in moonlight. 
Who can say?  It is silent now. 
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LE10: How can poets structure the lines within their poems to convey 

meaning? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. How do we 

accurately 
punctuate 
speech? 

 
 
 
 

2. What are the 
six stages of 
Freytag’s 
narrative 
pyramid? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is the 
difference 
between the 
definite and 
indefinite 
article? 

 
 
 
 

4. Which 
response from 
the poem ‘What 
Were They 
Like?’ had the 
most impact on 
you? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why did 
Levertov use 
the question 
and answer 
format in her 
poem? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In this learning episode we are going to step away from our poem and what we learn about place 
to consider how poets structure the lines within their poetry.  There are two main ways poets can 
structure their lines: 
 
A line can be end-stopped. An end-stopped line is a line of poetry in which a sentence or 

phrase comes to a conclusion at the end of the line. A piece of 
punctuation will be apparent at the end of the line to give it some 
sense of closure. 

Enjambment can be used. Enjambment is where the sentence carries over one line to the 
next.  

 

Pen to paper 
Look at the following stanza taken from our last poem: ‘What Were They Like?’  Which of the lines 
are end-stopped and which of the lines use enjambment?  
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 End-stopped Uses enjambment 

1. Did the people of Viet Nam 
use lanterns of stone? 

  

2. Did they hold ceremonies  
to reverence the opening of buds? 

  

3. Were they inclined to quiet laughter?   
4. Did they use bone and ivory, 

jade and silver, for ornament? 
  

5. Had they an epic poem?   
6. Did they distinguish between speech and singing?   

 

 

 New knowledge 
Thinking about why lines are end-stopped or why enjambment is used can be helpful.  Whilst 
end-stopped lines present a clear idea and give a sense of finality to what is being said, 
enjambment can be used to  
 

a. Vary the flow of the poem.  Too many end-stopped lines would be dull. 
b. Vary the pace of the poem – enjambed lines can increase the speed and add a more 

chaotic feel. 
c. Draw attention to key words or ideas.  Exploring how one line ends and another begins 

could reveal something significant.  In addition, the ideas conveyed in one line to the next 
might reveal an interesting shift. 
 

Look at the following lines from poems we have studied so far.  Discuss these with your talk 
partner – why do you think enjambment has been used? 
 

Example 1 Example 2 
Did the people of Vietnam 
use lanterns of stone? 
It was too cold to swim. My  

Seven-year-old collected shells 
And was bitten by sandflies; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Example 3 Example 4 
Morning 
And island man wakes up 
To the sound of blue surf 
In his head 
The steady breaking and wombing 

Did they hold ceremonies  
to reverence the opening of buds? 
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New knowledge / Pen to paper 
Another structural decision writers can make is whether to introduce a caesura or not.  A 
caesura is where there is a break or pause in the middle of a line of verse.  Identifying a caesura, 
again, is one thing but trying to consider why the poet has used a caesura is even more 
interesting.  Look at the three examples of caesura from the poems we have studied so far. 
 

Example ‘But look at all this beauty’ 
Said the hotel manager’s wife 
When asked how she could bear to 
Live there.  True: there was a fine bay, 
 

He always comes back                     
               groggily groggily 
 
(In the poem, this is all one 
line) 
 

There is an echo yet 
of their discourse which was like a song. 
It was reported that their singing resembled 
the flight of moths in moonlight. 
Who can say?  It is silent now. 
 

Where is 
the 
caesura? 

 
 
 
 

  

What is 
the impact 
of the 
caesura? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Reflection 
You are now going to have a go at experimenting with line structuring.  I am going to give you a 
copy of a poem but without the line breaks.  You have to decide where to introduce end-stopped 
lines, enjambment and caesuras.  Each pair will work on a different stanza. 
 

Stanza 1: Stanza 2: 
Small round hard stones click under my heels, 
seeding grasses thrust bearded seeds into 
trouser cuffs, cans, trodden on, crunch in tall, 
purple-flowering, amiable weeds. 

District Six. No board says it is: but my feet 
know, and my hands, and the skin about my 
bones, and the soft labouring of my lungs, and 
the hot, white, inwards turning anger of my 
eyes. 
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Stanza 3: Stanza 5: 

Brash with glass, name flaring like a flag, it 
squats in the grass and weeds, incipient Port 
Jackson trees: new, up-market, haute cuisine, 
guard at the gatepost, whites only inn. 

I press my nose to the clear panes, know, 
before I see them, there will be crushed ice 
white glass, linen falls, the single rose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stanza 6 Stanza 7 
Down the road, working man’s café sells 
bunny chows. Take it with you, eat it at a 
plastic table’s top, wipe your fingers on your 
jeans, spit a little on the floor: it’s in the bone. 

I back from the glass, boy again, leaving small 
mean O of small mean mouth.  Hands burn for 
a stone, a bomb, to shiver down the glass.  
Nothing’s changed. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Let’s see and hear what you have come up with. 
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LE11: How can I use language and structural features to convey how a 

place can be impacted by others? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

simple 
sentence? 

 
 
 
 

2. ‘I’ is an 
example of 
what type of 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. What 
punctuation 
mark do you 
use to separate 
items in a list? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is the 
difference 
between a 
line that is 
end-stopped 
and 
enjambment? 

 
 
 
 

5. What is 
caesura? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge  
Over the past few lessons we have been exploring the poem ‘What Were They Like?’ by Denise 

Levertov.  In this poem she contrasts the Vietnamese people pre- and post- war.  We are going 

to use her poem as a stimulus for our own writing.  Rather than focus on conflict and the impact 

on a place and its people, we are going to focus in on issues focused around climate. 

Pen to paper 
You are going to be presented with two sets of images. One of these will act as a stimulus for 

your poetry writing.  We are trying to 

a. Use the question-and-answer format 

b. Present a contrast between the past and the present 

c. Use a recurring idea or image to highlight the contrast between the two 

d. Use a range of linguistic and structural techniques such as symbolism, alliteration, 

metaphor, verbs, adjectives, rhetorical questions, declarative sentences 

e. Use a mixture of end-stopped lines and enjambment. 

f. Use an example of caesura. 
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Set 1 

  
List everything you can see in this picture.  
E.g. 
 
Waterfall 
 
Trees 
 
 

Now consider how all these things are affected 
by a natural disaster like a forest fire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set 2 

  
List everything you can see in this picture.  
E.g. 
 
Water 
 
Coral 
 
 

Now consider how all these things are affected 
by people throwing their litter into the sea / 
plastic found in the sea. 
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What Were They Like? Miss Odell’s attempt My attempt 
1. Did the people of Viet Nam 

use lanterns of stone? 
2. Did they hold ceremonies  

to reverence the opening of buds? 
3. Were they inclined to quiet laughter? 
4. Did they use bone and ivory, 

jade and silver, for ornament? 
5. Had they an epic poem? 
6. Did they distinguish between speech and 

singing? 
 
1. Sir, their light hearts turned to stone. 

It is not remembered whether in gardens 
      stone lanterns illumined pleasant ways. 
2. Perhaps they gathered once to delight in 

blossom, 
But after their children were killed 

      There were no more buds. 
3. Sir, laughter is bitter to the burned mouth. 
4. A dream ago, perhaps. Ornament is for joy. 
      All the bones were charred. 
5. It is not remembered.  Remember, 

Most were peasants; their life 
Was in rice and bamboo.  When peaceful clouds 
were reflected in the paddies 
And the water buffalo stepped surely along 
terraces, 
Maybe fathers told their sons old tales. 
When bombs smashed those mirrors  

      There was time only to scream. 
6. There is an echo yet 

of their discourse which was like a song. 
It was reported that their singing resembled 
the flight of moths in moonlight. 
Who can say?  It is silent now. 

1. Did the forest, rich in vegetation and abundant in 
wildlife,  
once stand like a king?  

2. Did the trees gently  
sway in the breeze? 

3. Were the birds nestled comfortably in the trees,  
whispering quietly to each other,  
not wanting to be seen by human life? 

4. Did the waterfall cascade down the mountaintop, 
flow into the river that  
ran the length of the forest? 

5. Had the ground been worn down by the prints of all 
those who strolled around it looking to be at one with 
nature? 

6. Did the sun once shine brightly 
down on this area? 

 
1. Sir, no one enters the forest anymore.  

No one remembers its vitality because it no longer 
stands at all. 

2. Perhaps once 
But now there are no branches left to bustle in the 
gentle breeze. 

3. Sir, there are no homes for the birds now. They have 
flown far far away. 

4. A dream ago, perhaps.  The water has now all dried 
up. 
The land is but cracked skin and bones.  

5. It is not noticeable. Notice, 
That no one comes to walk the trail, anymore.   
It is no longer an escape from the mundane.  
When the fire started 
There was only time to run in the opposite direction. 

6. There is a glimpse yet 
Of the sun which gave life to all under it. 
It was reported that the forest glowed under the 
sun’s presence. 
Who can say?  It is dark now. 
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Reflection 
Let’s hear what you have come up with.  Remember our focus is on 

a. Using the question and answer format 

b. Presenting a contrast between the past and the present 

c. Using a recurring idea or image to highlight the contrast between the two 

d. Using a range of linguistic and structural techniques such as symbolism, alliteration, 

metaphor, verbs, adjectives, rhetorical questions, declarative sentences 

e. Trying to use a mixture of end-stopped lines and enjambment. 

f. Trying to use an example of caesura. 

 

LE12: What is Zephaniah’s central concern when presenting the British in 

his poem of the same name? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

compound 
sentence? 

 
 
 

2. ‘Myself’ is an 
example of 
what type of 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. Why might 
you use a 
colon in your 
writing? 

 
 
 
 

4. What was 
Levertov’s 
central 
concern/s in her 
poem ‘What 
Were They Like?’ 

 
 
 
 

5. How did you go 
about 
constructing 
your own poem 
using the 
question-and-
answer format? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
Over the past few lessons we have been looking at how place is explored in a variety of poems.  

In today’s lesson, we are going to start by thinking about cultural markers.  A cultural marker is 

an aspect of a culture that creates a feeling of belonging and identity.  They are things that are 

recognisable to a particular culture.  Let’s take Italy, for example.  On the next page are some of 

the cultural markers I would associate with Italy.  
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Italian cultural markers 
 

 
 

 

 

Pen to paper 
In this learning episode we are going to read a poem entitled ‘The British’.  To start our thinking, I 

would like you to consider what you think are the cultural markers for Britain. 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Great Britain cultural markers 
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New knowledge 
Let’s see what Benjamin Zephaniah thinks is a strong cultural marker for Britain.  We are going 

to read his poem ‘The British (serves 60 million), which was written in 2003. 

 

The British (serves 60 million) by Benjamin Zephaniah (2003) 

Take some Picts, Celts and Silures 
And let them settle, 
Then overrun them with Roman conquerers. 
Remove the Romans after approximately 400 years 
Add lots of Norman French to some 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Vikings, then stir vigorously. 
 
Mix some hot Chileans, cool Jamaicans, Dominicans, 
Trinidadians and Bajans with some Ethiopians, Chinese, 
Vietnamese and Sudanese. 
Then take a blend of Somalians, Sri Lankans, Nigerians 
And Pakistanis, 
Combine with some Guyanese 
And turn up the heat. 
Sprinkle some fresh Indians, Malaysians, Bosnians, 
Iraqis and Bangladeshis together with some 
Afghans, Spanish, Turkish, Kurdish, Japanese 
And Palestinians 
Then add to the melting pot. 
Leave the ingredients to simmer. 
As they mix and blend allow their languages to flourish 
Binding them together with English. 
Allow time to be cool. 
Add some unity, understanding, and respect for the future, 
Serve with justice 
And enjoy. 
 
Note: All the ingredients are equally important.  Treating one ingredient better than another will 
leave a bitter unpleasant taste. 
 
Warning: An unequal spread of justice will damage the people and cause pain.   Give justice and 
equality to all. 
 

 

 

Key question: What do you think Zephaniah feels is a strong 
cultural marker for Britain?  What is the central concern he is 
trying to articulate here? 
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Pen to paper 
In fact, there are three potential central concerns in this poem: 
 

1. The poem is a celebration of Britain’s history and diversity 
2. The poem is a reminder of how interesting Britain is because of all the different 

nationalities living there. 
3. The poem is a warning of what we must not do. 

 
Central concerns taken from Oak National: https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/to-explore-the-writers-purpose-6nk3ed 

 
Your task, working in pairs, is to find the supporting evidence, from within the poem, to support 
these three central concerns. 
 

Central concern Evidence to support the central 
concern 

Why have I chosen this piece of 
evidence? 

1. The poem is a 
celebration of 
Britain’s history 
and diversity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. The poem is a 
reminder of how 
interesting Britain 
is because of the 
different 
nationalities living 
there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3. The poem is a 
warning of what 
we must not do. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reflection 
Towards the end of the poem, Zephaniah uses a beautiful image to symbolise how he sees The 

British.  It is the image of the melting pot.  Why is this a brilliant image to use bearing in mind our 

learning from today’s lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/to-explore-the-writers-purpose-6nk3ed
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LE13: How and why does Zephaniah use analogy in his poem ‘The 

British’? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

complex 
sentence? 

 
 
 

2. ‘He’ is an 
example of 
what type of 
pronoun? 

 
 
 
 

3. What 
punctuation 
marks can a 
dash 
replace? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is a 
cultural 
marker? 

 
 
 
 

5. Why did 
Benjamin 
Zephaniah 
write the poem 
‘The British’? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In our last learning episode, we read the poem ‘The British’ written by Benjamin Zephaniah.  In 

this poem Zephaniah argues that we should celebrate Britain’s history and diversity; that we 

need to remind ourselves how interesting Britain is because of all the different nationalities 

living there and that we should be careful and think about what we must not do if we want Britain 

to continue to be as culturally diverse. 

 

In this poem, Zephaniah uses an analogy to make his point.  An analogy is a rhetorical device in 

which a writer compares the shared qualities of two unrelated objects. 

 

 

 
Key question: What analogy do you think Zephaniah has used? 

 

New knowledge 
Zephaniah has used a recipe to help illustrate his point about the historical and cultural make up 

of Britain.  Let’s look at a recipe and the features of a recipe to begin to consider how Zephaniah 

has drawn upon them in his own writing. 
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GOES WELL WITH 

• Garlic bread toasts 

• How to make sourdough bread 

• Cheesy garlic baguette 

 

Taken from: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/orzo-tomato-soup 

 

Pen to paper 
Now it’s your turn!  Re-read the poem.  As you are re-reading, think about the features of a 

recipe and how Zephaniah has intertwined those in his writing of the poem. 

 

Name of meal you are 
cooking 
 
 
How long it takes to 
cook. 
 
How many people it 
will serve 
 
 
Nutritional information 
 
 
List of key ingredients 
and how you should 
prepare them. 
 
Method – how to use 
the ingredients to 
make the dish 
 
Clear steps to break 
down the process into 
simple sections. 
 
Imperatives to provide 
clear instructions on 
what to do with the 
ingredients to make 
the dish you want to 
make. 
 
 
Advice about what to 
pair the dish with for 
maximum enjoyment 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/garlic-bread-toasts
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/sourdough-bread
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/cheesy-garlic-bread-0
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/orzo-tomato-soup
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The British (serves 60 million) by Benjamin Zephaniah (2003) 
Take some Picts, Celts and Silures 
And let them settle, 
Then overrun them with Roman conquerers. 
Remove the Romans after approximately 400 years 
Add lots of Norman French to some 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Vikings, then stir vigorously. 
 
Mix some hot Chileans, cool Jamaicans, Dominicans, 
Trinidadians and Bajans with some Ethiopians, Chinese, 
Vietnamese and Sudanese. 
Then take a blend of Somalians, Sri Lankans, Nigerians 
And Pakistanis, 
Combine with some Guyanese 
And turn up the heat. 
Sprinkle some fresh Indians, Malaysians, Bosnians, 
Iraqis and Bangladeshis together with some 
Afghans, Spanish, Turkish, Kurdish, Japanese 
And Palestinians 
Then add to the melting pot. 
Leave the ingredients to simmer. 
As they mix and blend allow their languages to flourish 
Binding them together with English. 
Allow time to be cool. 
Add some unity, understanding, and respect for the future, 
Serve with justice 
And enjoy. 
 
Note: All the ingredients are equally important.  Treating one ingredient 
better than another will leave a bitter unpleasant taste. 
 
Warning: An unequal spread of justice will damage the people and cause 
pain.   Give justice and equality to all. 
 

Features of a recipe 
 
 
 

 

What did you discover?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reflection 
Knowing that Zephaniah has drawn on another form of writing in his own work is one thing, but 
trying to understand why this is so is another.  Let’s think about the purpose / features of a 
recipe once more. 
 
Instruction how to make 
something positive. 
 

 It involves mixing different 
things together 

 A successful recipe  
 
Warnings of what not to do 
 

  
A list of what you need. 

 
Activity taken from Oak National: https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/to-explore-the-writers-purpose-6nk3ed 

 
Having considered these features, why would Zephaniah drawn upon this form in his writing of 
the poem ‘The British’?  Why would he make this analogy? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LE14: How can I use language and structure to celebrate an aspect of 

place? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is a 

compound-
complex 
sentence? 

 
 
 

2. Why might 
you use 
ellipsis? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is an 
analogy? 

 
 
 

https://teachers.thenational.academy/lessons/to-explore-the-writers-purpose-6nk3ed
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4. What form of 
writing did 
Zephaniah 
draw upon? 

 
 
 
 

5. What features 
of this form 
did he utilise 
in his own 
writing? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In the last learning episode, we were exploring how Zephaniah used an analogy to make his point 

about The British.  He used the features of a recipe to draw parallels about the composition and 

make up of Britain.  In this learning episode, you are going to create your own poem using the 

recipe analogy.   

Your poem can either be about your home country, Italy or a country of interest to you. 

Pen to paper 
The first thing you need to think about are your ingredients.  Thought-shower these ingredients 

below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My ingredients 



FXO2022 
 

58 
 

New knowledge 
Then you need to consider the language you are going to use: 

Imperatives Other recipe words Flavours 
Mix 
add 
take 
pour 
place 
stir 

whisk 
peel 
grate 
melt 

spread 
chop 

mince 
crush 

 

Roast 
settle 
boil 

simmer 
roll 

blend 
rise 
mix 

combine 
pour 
fry 

bake 
grill 

 

buttery 
creamy 

delicious 
flavourful 

fresh 
juicy 
mild 

moist 
peppery 

refreshing 
smokey 

sour 
spicy 
sweet 

tart 
 

Pen to paper 
Now, on the next page, have a go at writing your own recipe poem.  Use Zephaniah’s example to 

help you. 

Reflection 
Let’s hear what you have come up with.  Remember our focus is on 

a. Using the analogy of a recipe 

b. Using the features of a recipe within the poem, to include imperatives and a list of 

ingredients and a warning. 
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The British (serves 60 million) by Benjamin Zephaniah My poem 
Take some Picts, Celts and Silures 
And let them settle, 
Then overrun them with Roman conquerers. 
Remove the Romans after approximately 400 years 
Add lots of Norman French to some 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Vikings, then stir vigorously. 
 
Mix some hot Chileans, cool Jamaicans, Dominicans, 
Trinidadians and Bajans with some Ethiopians, Chinese, 
Vietnamese and Sudanese. 
Then take a blend of Somalians, Sri Lankans, Nigerians 
And Pakistanis, 
Combine with some Guyanese 
And turn up the heat. 
Sprinkle some fresh Indians, Malaysians, Bosnians, 
Iraqis and Bangladeshis together with some 
Afghans, Spanish, Turkish, Kurdish, Japanese 
And Palestinians 
Then add to the melting pot. 
Leave the ingredients to simmer. 
As they mix and blend allow their languages to flourish 
Binding them together with English. 
Allow time to be cool. 
Add some unity, understanding, and respect for the future, 
Serve with justice 
And enjoy. 
 
Note: All the ingredients are equally important.  Treating one ingredient 
better than another will leave a bitter unpleasant taste. 
 
Warning: An unequal spread of justice will damage the people and cause 
pain.   Give justice and equality to all. 
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LE15: Assessment advice 
 

What will my assessment piece be? 
Reading 

Assessment 

A response to one poem from the anthology studied.  You will consider how the theme 
of identity is conveyed through the poem. 

How will I be assessed? 
RO1: Reading for understanding – selecting and 
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives 

RO2: Understanding how writers use structure and 
stylistic devices to achieve particular effects 

Excelling ✓ I can confidently infer meaning 
from a text. 

✓ I can explain a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can draw upon well-chosen 
references to the text to support 
my ideas and explain these. 

Excelling  ✓ I can clearly explain how 
language and structure features 
are used to achieve effects, 
including the use of vocabulary, 
sentence structures and other 
language features. 

Advancing ✓ I can identify and retrieve key 
details from a text. 

✓ I can begin to make inferences 
and deductions. 

✓ I can identify a writer’s intention 
and viewpoint. 

✓ I can support my ideas using 
relevant textual reference. 

Advancing ✓ I can identify language and 
structure features and 
demonstrate an understanding of 
how they have been used to 
create an effect to show a broad 
understanding. 

Writing analytical: Using the WHAT HOW WHY structure 

WHAT 
What is the central concern of 
the poet? 

HOW 
How is this evidenced? 
How has the writer used 
language or structure? 
(Naming the device used) 

WHY 
Why does your evidence 
support the central concern? 
Why is the language or 
structural choice significant to 
the central concern? 
INFERENCE and IMPLIED 
MEANING 

Sentence frames 
WHAT 

(The poet) presents (the 
place) as….. 
The central concern of the 
poet is…. 
(Place) is constructed by the 
poet as… 
 

HOW 
An example of this is when 
(the poet) writes 
An instance of this is when 
(the poet) writes 
 
Here (The technique) are used 
to…  

WHY 
From this we can infer… 
What (the poet) could be 
implying here is… 
Here it is suggested that… 
 

Analytical verbs: conveys, evokes, suggests, implies, conjures, presents, criticises, argues, 
builds, clarifies, connotes, constructs, depicts, displays, emphasises, examines, explores etc 

Linking words 
Comparing 
Similarly, 
Likewise,  

In the same way, 
 

Contrasting 
However, 
Whereas, 

Unlike, 

Alternative viewpoints 
Even though 

Whilst  
Although 
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LE16: How can we use our voice, body language and other paralinguistic 

skills to perform poetry with meaning? 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is an 

appositive? 
 
 
 

2. What is a 
phrase? 

 
 
 
 

3. What is a 
preposition? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is a 
juxtaposition? 

 
 
 
 

5. Which poems 
have you 
studied in 
this unit? 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
In this unit we have been exploring a range of poems about place: how people feel about 

particular places and why; the conflict of being torn between two places; how places are 

impacted by the actions of others and what makes a place particularly special. 

Poets write their words down on a page and they do so to convey their ideas, their thoughts, their 

beliefs and opinions. 

However, many poets now also perform their own poetry. Hearing the words spoken helps to 

convey the power of the poem’s meaning.  In this learning episode we are going to explore how 

we take the written word and transform it into something to be performed. 

Facial expressions 
What are we doing with our 
eyes?  What are we doing with 
our mouth? 
 

 Body language 
How are we standing? What 
actions are we using to 
accompany our words? 
How are we using gestures? 

  
Voice 
What is the volume of our 
voice? Are we emphatically 
stressing key words? How are 
we using the tone of our voice 
to convey meaning? 

Pace and rhythm 
How fast are we speaking? 
Are we slowing down on 
particular words? Is there a 
rhythm to our voice? 

 



FXO2022 
 

62 
 

Pen to paper 
We are now going to watch a performance poet in action.  Amanda Gorman is an American poet 

from Los Angeles, California.  Gorman’s work focuses on issues of oppression, feminism, race 

and marginalisation.   

She wrote ‘The Miracle of the Morning’ near the beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic – noticing 

the beauty and hope in the every day, despite the challenging circumstances. 

 
The Miracle of Morning 
 
I thought I’d awaken to a world in mourning. 
Heavy clouds crowding, a society storming. 
But there’s something different on this golden morning. 
Something magical in the sunlight, wide and warming. 
 
I see a dad with a stroller taking a jog. 
Across the street, a bright-eyed girl chases her dog. 
A grandma on a porch fingers her rosaries. 
She grins as her young neighbor brings her groceries. 
 
While we might feel small, separate, and all alone, 
Our people have never been more closely tethered. 
The question isn’t if we will weather this unknown, 
But how we will weather this unknown together. 
 
So on this meaningful morn, we mourn and we mend. 
Like light, we can’t be broken, even when we bend. 
 
As one, we will defeat both despair and disease. 
We stand with healthcare heroes and all employees; 
With families, libraries, schools, waiters, artists; 
Businesses, restaurants, and hospitals hit hardest. 
 
We ignite not in the light, but in lack thereof, 
For it is in loss that we truly learn to love. 
In this chaos, we will discover clarity. 
In suffering, we must find solidarity. 
 
For it’s our grief that gives us our gratitude, 
Shows us how to find hope, if we ever lose it. 
So ensure that this ache wasn’t endured in vain: 
Do not ignore the pain. Give it purpose. Use it. 
 
Read children’s books, dance alone to DJ music. 
Know that this distance will make our hearts grow fonder. 
From a wave of woes our world will emerge stronger. 
 
We’ll observe how the burdens braved by humankind 
Are also the moments that make us humans kind; 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/clouds
https://www.definitions.net/definition/society
https://www.definitions.net/definition/something
https://www.definitions.net/definition/golden
https://www.definitions.net/definition/magical
https://www.definitions.net/definition/stroller
https://www.definitions.net/definition/chases
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grandma
https://www.definitions.net/definition/porch
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grins
https://www.definitions.net/definition/young
https://www.definitions.net/definition/brings
https://www.definitions.net/definition/might
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/closely
https://www.definitions.net/definition/question
https://www.definitions.net/definition/weather
https://www.definitions.net/definition/weather
https://www.definitions.net/definition/unknown
https://www.definitions.net/definition/meaningful
https://www.definitions.net/definition/mourn
https://www.definitions.net/definition/defeat
https://www.definitions.net/definition/despair
https://www.definitions.net/definition/stand
https://www.definitions.net/definition/healthcare
https://www.definitions.net/definition/hospitals
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ignite
https://www.definitions.net/definition/truly
https://www.definitions.net/definition/discover
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grief
https://www.definitions.net/definition/gives
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ensure
https://www.definitions.net/definition/endured
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ignore
https://www.definitions.net/definition/dance
https://www.abbreviations.com/DJ
https://www.definitions.net/definition/distance
https://www.definitions.net/definition/hearts
https://www.definitions.net/definition/world
https://www.definitions.net/definition/emerge
https://www.definitions.net/definition/observe
https://www.definitions.net/definition/burdens
https://www.definitions.net/definition/moments
https://www.definitions.net/definition/humans
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Let every dawn find us courageous, brought closer; 
Heeding the light before the fight is over. 
When this ends, we’ll smile sweetly, finally seeing 
In testing times, we became the best of beings. 
 

We are now going to watch Amanda Gorman perform this poem.  As we do, consider how she 

uses facial expressions, body language, her voice and pace and rhythm to convey the meaning of 

her words. 

Facial expressions 
What does she do with her eyes?  What does 
she do with her mouth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Body language 
How is she standing?  What actions does she 
use to accompany her words?  How does she 
use gestures? 

Voice 
What is the volume of her voice?  Does she 
emphatically stress words?  How does she 
use the tone of her voice to convey meaning? 

Pace and rhythm 
How fast does she speak?  Does she slow 
down on particular words? Is there a rhythm 
to her voice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuA0mF27raI The Miracle of Morning 

Reflection 
In the next lesson, you are going to perform your own poem.  You can choose one of the poems 

you have written in class or a poem you have written at home about place.  As you prepare your 

performance, you will need to take into account your facial expressions, body language, voice 

and your pace and rhythm to ensure you convey the meaning of your poem to its most fullest. 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/every
https://www.definitions.net/definition/brought
https://www.definitions.net/definition/light
https://www.definitions.net/definition/fight
https://www.definitions.net/definition/smile
https://www.definitions.net/definition/finally
https://www.definitions.net/definition/testing
https://www.definitions.net/definition/became
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuA0mF27raI
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LE17: How can we use our voice, body language and other paralinguistic 

skills to perform poetry with meaning? (Performance lesson) 

Do it now: retrieval questions 
1. What is the 

difference 
between an 
appositive and 
a dependent 
clause? 

 
 
 

2. What might 
a noun 
phrase be 
made up of? 

 
 
 
 

3. When 
performing a 
piece of 
poetry, what 
four things 
should you 
consider? 

 
 
 
 

4. Who is 
emphatic 
stress? 

 
 
 
 

5. Who is 
Amanda 
Gorman= 

 
 
 
 

 

New knowledge 
Last lesson we explored how we could use our voice, body language and other paralinguistic 

skills to really make the words of our poetry sing.  We also watched performance poet, Amanda 

Gorman, perform her poem ‘The Miracle of Morning’. 

In today’s learning episode you are going to perform your own poetry.  Your task will be to utilise 

your voice, your body and your gestures to help convey the meaning of your words. 

Pen to paper 
You are going to perform your poems in groups of 3-4.  As each of you are performing, one 

person will make a note on how that person uses facial expressions, body language, voice and 

pace and rhythm to convey the meaning of their poem.   

You will need to swap booklets and write in the booklet of the person you are observing to give 

them feedback on their performance.   

Once everyone has performed, you will as a group, decide upon the person you think should 

perform their poem to the rest of the class. 
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Facial expressions 
Did I use my eyes to help express my 
emotions?  Did I use my mouth to help 
express my emotions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Body language 
How did I stand?  Did I use gestures to 
accompany my words?  

Voice 
Did I vary the volume of my voice?  Did I  
emphatically stress words?  How did I use the 
tone of my voice to convey meaning? 

Pace and rhythm 
How fast did I speak?  Did I slow down on 
particular words? Was the way in which I 
spoke rhythmic?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall feedback 
 
 
 

 

Reflection 
Having considered the written word and then seen the written word come alive through 

performance, why do you think so many poets now try to perform their own poetry?  Is 

performing poetry important? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LE16: To what extent does place impact upon our own sense of identity? 
Reflection lesson 

Over the past few weeks we have been exploring how different poets present place within their 
poems.  We have also been considering alongside this how place shapes part of your identity or 
impacts upon it.  Reflecting upon what you have learnt and the poems you have studied, your task 
today is to construct a response to the following question.  The only requirement for this task is 
that you must refer to a minimum of two poems studied in your response. 
 
Key question: To what extent does place impact upon our own sense of identity? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Knowledge Glossary 
 

Learning Episode 2 

Stanza A group of lines in poetry.  The equivalent to paragraphs in prose. 
Free verse Poetry that does not rhyme or have a regular rhythm. 
Noun A word used to refer to a person, place or thing 
Noun phrase A noun and its modifiers (article, adjective) 
Volta The turn of thought or argument in a poem. 
Contrast A great difference between two or more things which is clear when you 

compare them. 
Semi-colon A punctuation mark used to link two related independent clauses or indicate a 

pause. 
Conjunction A word that joins together words, groups or clauses. 
Subordinating 
conjunction 

A word used to introduce a dependent clause. 

 

Learning Episode 5 

Juxtaposition When two or more things are placed side by side often to compare or contrast 
or to create an interesting effect. 

 

Learning Episode 6 

Context The background conditions and circumstances that are relevant to an event. 
Rhythm A regular series of sounds or movements. 
Stressed 
syllable 

A syllable in a word that is given greater emphasis than the other syllables.  

Unstressed 
syllable 

A syllable in a word that has less emphasis. 

Adjective A word that describes the noun. 
Personification Giving human characteristics to things, objects or abstract ideas. 
Metaphor A comparison between two unrelated things, sometimes using ‘is’ or ‘was’. 
Line length This is where we consider how long or how short a line is. 
Homophone Words with different meanings which are pronounced in the same way but are 

spelt differently. 
Alliteration When several words close together all begin with the same letter or sound. 
Stanza A group of lines in poetry.  The equivalent to paragraphs in prose. 

 

Learning Episode 9 

Motif A theme or idea frequently repeated throughout a piece of literature. 
Symbolism When a symbol is used in order to represent something. 

A symbol in literature can be an object, a person, a situation or an action that 
has a literal meaning but suggests or represents other meanings. 

Rhetorical 
question 

A question posed that doesn’t require an answer but is intended to make you 
think. 

Declarative 
sentence 

A sentence that is a statement. 
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Learning Episode 10 

End-stopped When there is a pause at the end of a line, usually indicated by a piece of 
punctuation. 

Enjambment Where a sentence runs over from one line of verse into the next. 
Caesura A strong pause, usually near the middle of a line. 

 

Learning Episode 12 

Analogy A rhetorical device in which a writer compares the shared qualities of two 
unrelated objects. 

Imperative 
sentence 

A sentence that issues a command. 

 

Learning Episode 16 

Facial 
expression 

How we use our face to convey how we are feeling.  

Body language How we position or move our body to show our thoughts and feelings. 
Gestures A movement we make with our hands to express emotion or information. 
Tone The style of speech or the way in which words are spoken to convey meaning. 
Emphatic 
stress 

When you draw attention to a particular word for clarity or emphasis. 

Pace The speed at which something happens or is done.  In this instance, the speed 
at which we speak. 

 

 

 


