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Narrative Context 
Section 

1 

George and Lennie are spending the night by a pool before starting work at a new ranch.  George is 
annoyed with Lennie because they’ve had to leave in a hurry from their last job.  It turns out that Lennie has 
a habit of getting into trouble.  Lennie persuades George to tell him about their dream farm.  It sounds like a 
really nice place. 

John 
Steinbeck 

1a.  Born 27 February 1902, in Salinas, California, USA and died in 1968 of heart disease. 

1b Steinbeck’s parents owned a considerable amount of land. Steinbeck’s father managed a flour mill, 
owned an agricultural store – he passed his love of nature on to Steinbeck.  Mother was a schoolteacher 
who encouraged him to read widely. 

Section 
2 

George and Lennie arrive at the ranch late.  This makes the boss angry.  Candy explains to George and 
Lennie what life is like on the ranch.  George and Lennie meet all the main people on the ranch, including 
Curley, his wife and Slim.  Curley tries to pick a fight with Lennie.  Curley’s wife flirts with the ranchers and 
catches Lennie’s attention. 

1c Steinbeck left university in 1925 without a degree and moved to New York.  His parents wanted him to be 
a lawyer but he wanted to be a writer.   

1d During university breaks, Steinbeck worked digging canals, then on farms and in packing plants and a 
sugar-beet factory.  He met many workers.  Lennie is based on someone Steinbeck worked with who 
killed a ranch foreman and then was put into an insane asylum. 

Section 
3 

George chats to Slim.  We find out a bit more about George and Lennie’s background and what happened 
in Weed.  Carlson wants to shoot Candy’s dog because it’s no longer useful and it smells.  Candy is 
eventually pushed into agreeing and Carlson takes the dog away and shoots it.  George and Lennie start 
talking about their dream farm.  Candy overhears and asks to join them, offering them his money.  Curley 
starts a fight with Lennie.  Lennie crushed Curley’s hand but Slim convinces Curley to say it got caught in a 
machine. 

1e Of Mice and Men was written in 1937.  In 1962, Steinbeck was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

The Wall 
Street Crash 
and the Great 
Depression 

2a American stock market crashed in 1929, which led to a massive economic depression and high levels of 
unemployment, poverty and homelessness. 

2b The increased use of machinery drove agricultural labourers off the land and many migrated west to 
California in search of work. California was filling with official (and unofficial) refugee camps. 

Section 
4 

Lennie wanders into Crooks’ room.  At first Crooks tries to get rid of him, but in the end he lets him stay.  Candy 
joins them.  He feels very uncomfortable being in Crooks’ room, but eventually they all start talking about George 
and Lennie’s dream farm.  Curley’s wife comes in and spoils the party.  When Candy stands up to her she starts to 
undermine their hopes and dreams.  The other men return from town and Curley’s wife leaves.  George tells Lennie 
off for going into Crooks’ room and telling other people about the dream farm.  Crooks says he’s not interested in 
the farm anyway. 

2c Drought and over-farming were reducing the amount of fertile land. 

The New 
Deal 

3a In 1932, Roosevelt was elected President of the USA. 

3b His New Deal for American people had three main aims: Relief (help improve people’s lives), Recovery 
(begin rebuilding US industry and trade) and Reform (change conditions to ensure future progress). 

3c Economy did begin to recover, but improvement was slow. 

Section 
5 

Lennie is in the barn – he’s accidentally killed his puppy.  Curley’s wife finds him and talks about their 
dreams.  Curley’s wife wants to be a movie star.  They find out that they both like soft things.  Curley’s wife 
lets Lennie stroke her hair, but she gets angry when he strokes it too hard.  Lennie panics – breaking her 
neck.  Lennie runs away and Candy finds Curley’s wife in the barn.  The other men decide to hunt Lennie 
down. 

3d New Deal created optimism for the future. 

The 
American 

Dream 

4a Up until 1920, when there was still land waiting to be claimed and farmed, America was the land where – 
in theory – anyone who worked hard could ‘make good’ and become rich and successful. 

4b People from all backgrounds shared a united belief that America would give them the opportunities 
denied to them in their present country.  Hope of a new life which was to achieve prosperity and security. 

Section 
6 

Lennie goes back to the pool where he and George stayed the night before they went to the ranch.  Lennie sees his 
Aunt Clara and a giant rabbit who start to lecture him about his faults.  George finds Lennie by the pool.  He calms 
Lennie down by telling him about the dream.  George knows that Curley wants to kill Lennie in a really painful way, 
so he shoots Lennie himself before the other men arrive. 

The Dust 
Bowl 

5a 
 

In some parts of America, drought and over-farming had also created a ‘dust bowl’ where the land wasn’t 
fertile enough to grow crops.   

5b Many farm workers travelled to California where the climate and soil were better.   

Characters Themes Life of a 
migrant 
worker 

6a After stock market crash in 1929, many farmers could not afford to keep their farms and so their workers 
lost their jobs too.   

George Short-tempered; loving: devoted; committed; protective; terse; impatient; 
idealist; sharp; strong: thinker; organiser; devoted; moral; angry; patient; 
proud; rational; thoughtful; compassionate; responsible; realist; alone; tragic 

Dreams 6b Farmers moved from farm to farm looking for work.  They often travelled alone, taking what they could 
carry on their backs.  When the work was finished, the men would move on.  Loneliness  

Friendship 

Lennie Strong; simple; helpless; doomed; mentally slow; defenceless; innocent; 
enthusiastic; childlike; tactile; animalistic; dependent; immature; devoted; 
naïve; trusting; mental capacity; reliant; lumbering; ungainly; excitable 

Violence 6c 350 men would be needed for a large harvest, yet machinery was being introduced which only required 5 
men to work it. Power  

The working man 

Candy Hopeless; gossip; old; weak; aging; useless; miserable; brittle; tragic; 
despair; fate; crippled; passive; desperate 

Women  6d If work was found, a bed, food and a small wage ($2.50-$3.00 a day). was offered 

Destiny 

Curley Corrupt; menacing; aggressive; pugnacious; masculine; authoritative; 
boastful; powerful; confrontational; mean-spirited; jealous; volatile; 
conflicted; over-protective; threatening; intimidating; combative; bitter; 
judgemental; insecure; antagonistic; hostile 

Prejudice, injustice and 
discrimination 

6e Conditions on ranches were poor with basic provisions and living conditions. 

Segregation 7a Until 1965, slavery was still legal in the USA: 

7b Black people in the 1920s had to use separate, lower quality public spaces and services to white people 

Curley’s 
wife 

Misunderstood; obedient; naïve; stereotypical; submissive; lonely; 
dissatisfied; pretty; seductive; despair; hopeful; flirtatious; restless; self-
obsessed; cruel; attention-seeking; insecure; objectified; feminine 

 The Rise of 
Hollywood 

8a In the 1920s, film became the biggest form of mass entertainment – cinema was a multi-million dollar 
industry.   

 8b There was also big developments in film technology in the late 1920s – film studios developed films in 
colour and with sound.   

Crooks Bitter; hostile; proud; independent; intelligent; pained; prejudiced; futile; 
indignant; frustrated; angry; helpless; cynical; discrimination; insecure; 
bookish; suspicious; miserable; mean; realistic; sharp-witted; disempowered 

 8c Film stars began to become more well-known – stars like Charlie Chaplin and Mary Pickford were famous 
all over the world.  Film stars started to make lots of money.   

8d Many ordinary people dreamed of becoming famous and living a star’s glamorous lifestyle. 

Slim God-like; admired; respected; skilful; powerful; important; decent; 
charismatic; dignified; rational, authoritative; intelligent; empathetic; non-
judgemental; strong: superior: masterful; moral; fair-minded; altruistic; 
perceptive; honourable 

 The role of 
women 

9a Women, especially uneducated women, in rural California in the 1930s had few opportunities and were 
seldom regarded by men as equals. 

 9b Women were expected to be pretty and conventionally feminine, or motherly or they were treated as 
commodities whose sexual favours could be paid for in a brothel.  They were not expected to have 
careers. 

Of Mice and Men Knowledge Organiser 

http://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQmqCH-PHdAhVPx4UKHRuUD9gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.italianinsider.it%2F%3Fq%3Dnode%2F6811&psig=AOvVaw28Jf2SCA9ZGICNMiQp11mc&ust=1538919506903687
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Context – John Steinbeck 
 

Early Years 

Famed novelist John Ernst Steinbeck Jr. was born on February 27, 

1902, in Salinas, California. Steinbeck was raised with modest 

means. His father, John Ernst Steinbeck, tried his hand at several 

different jobs to keep his family fed: He owned a feed-and-grain 

store, managed a flour plant and served as treasurer of Monterey County. His mother, Olive 

Hamilton Steinbeck, was a former schoolteacher. 

For the most part, Steinbeck—who grew up with three sisters—had a happy childhood. He 

was shy, but smart, and formed an early appreciation for the land, and in particular California's 

Salinas Valley, which would greatly inform his later writing. According to accounts, Steinbeck 

decided to become a writer at the age of 14, often locking himself in his bedroom to write poems 

and stories. In 1919, Steinbeck enrolled at Stanford University—a decision that had more to do 

with pleasing his parents than anything else—but the budding writer would prove to have little use 

for college. 

Over the next six years, Steinbeck drifted in and out of school, eventually dropping out for 

good in 1925, without a degree. 
 

Early Career 

Following Stanford, Steinbeck tried to make a go of it as a freelance writer. He briefly moved to 

New York City, where he found work as a construction worker and a newspaper reporter, but then 

scurried back to California, where he took a job as a caretaker in Lake Tahoe. It was during this 

time that Steinbeck wrote his first novel, Cup of Gold (1929), and met and married his first wife, 

Carol Henning. Over the following decade, with Carol's support and paycheck, he continued to 

pour himself into his writing. 

Steinbeck's follow-up novels, The Pastures of Heaven (1932) and To a God Unknown 

(1933), received tepid reviews. It wasn't until Tortilla Flat (1935), a humorous novel about paisano 

life in the Monterey region, was released that the writer achieved real success. Steinbeck struck a 

more serious tone with In Dubious Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937) and The Long Valley 

(1938), a collection of short stories. 

Widely considered Steinbeck's finest and most ambitious novel, The Grapes of Wrath was 

published in 1939. Telling the story of a dispossessed Oklahoma family and their struggle to carve 

out a new life in California at the height of the Great Depression, the book captured the mood and 

angst of the nation during this time period. At the height of its popularity, The Grapes of Wrath sold 

10,000 copies per week. The work eventually earned Steinbeck a Pulitzer Prize in 1940. 
 

Later Life 

Following that great success, John Steinbeck served as a war correspondent for the New York 

Herald Tribune during World War II. Around this same time, he traveled to Mexico to collect 

marine life with friend Edward F. Ricketts, a marine biologist. Their collaboration resulted in the 

book Sea of Cortez (1941), which describes marine life in the Gulf of California. 

Steinbeck continued to write in his later years, with credits including Cannery Row (1945), 

Burning Bright (1950), East of Eden (1952), The Winter of Our Discontent (1961) and Travels with 

Charley: In Search of America (1962). Also in 1962, the author received the Nobel Prize for 

Literature—"for his realistic and imaginative writings, combining as they do sympathetic humour 

and keen social perception". 

Steinbeck died of heart disease on December 20, 1968, at his home in New York City. 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkqZTk18_NAhWQOsAKHULNBiMQjRwIBw&url=http://mentalfloss.com/article/59992/previously-unpublished-john-steinbeck-story-rediscovered&psig=AFQjCNH4zoBj_n9iQxccZBJXXAssaiw-eQ&ust=1467373864480586
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Context – The Wall Street Crash 
 
The New York Stock Exchange in Wall Street allowed people to put down just 10% of the 
purchase price and pay the rest a month later; this was called ‘buying on the margin.’ People could 
sell their shares before the month was up and make a profit. 
 
Buying on the margin worked when share prices were rising.  But, in 1928 and 1929, many 
companies produced more goods than they could sell, so their profits fell and share prices stopped 
rising. 
 
In 1929, when American banks realised that many companies were less profitable than they had 
been they, 

 Asked their clients to pay back money they had lent them 

 Forced them to sell their company shares in order to raise that money 
 

This process caused company share prices to fall sharply, because there were now more sellers 
of shares than buyers. 
 
On Tuesday October 29, 1929, the stock market crashed – it was to be the greatest stock market 
crash in the history of the United States and was known as Black Tuesday to reflect the despair it 
brought to millions. 
 
As a result of the crash,  
 

 many individual company shareholders lost most or all of their money 

 a great number of banks closed down, unable to get back the money they had lent to clients 
to buy company shares 

 those people with bank accounts lost their savings when their bank failed 

 many businesses and shops ceased trading and their owners were bankrupted by the fall in 
the values of company shares which they owned, 

 with money tight, America started buying fewer goods from overseas countries, so they too 
were affected by economic depression.  Businesses had to shut and huge numbers of 
people lost their jobs. 

 America demanded that Germany pay back money it had borrowed to recover from the 
First World War.  This made the economic depression particularly bad in Germany.  This 
economic crisis was one of the factors which helped the Nazis to rise to power in 1933. 

 
The Wall Street Stock Market crash caused worldwide panic, which started the Great Depression.  
The Great Depression lasted 10 years with stock prices not reaching the same level until 1954. 
 

 
 
 
https://crossref-it.info/articles/535/the-wall-street-crash-and-the-depression-of-the-1930s 

https://crossref-it.info/articles/535/the-wall-street-crash-and-the-depression-of-the-1930s
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Context –The Great Depression 
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Context – The American Dream and the New Deal 

The American Dream 

In the definition of the American Dream by James Truslow Adams in 1931, ‘life should be better 

and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement, 

regardless of social class or circumstances of birth.’ 

The idea of the American Dream is rooted in the United States Declaration of Independent which 

proclaims that ‘all men are created equal’ and that they are ‘endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable Rights’ including ‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’ 

Poor and oppressed people the world over were attracted to America from the time of its 

discovery.  Conditions were hard for the early settlers, but ‘The American Dream’ was rooted in an 

individual’s pursuit of happiness with many seeing freedom, independence and owning one’s land 

as this.  

The dream was a real possibility while there was still a ‘frontier’ of unclaimed land, but by 1900 

there was no unsettled land in America, and in reality the dream was over.  It still survived in the 

popular imagination and in literature at least until the late 1920s.  By then America had built its 

own aristocracy on the basis of wealth and its own system of repression based on race.   

The final blow was dealt by the Wall Street Crash, when the value of shares on the stock market 

fell dramatically.  This marked the start of the Great Depression that swept the world in the 1930s 

and a period of time when the American Dream came into question. 

 

 

The New Deal 

On March 4, 1933, during the bleakest days of the Great Depression, newly elected President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt delivered his first inaugural address before 100,000 people on Washington’s 

Capital Plaza. 

He promised that he would act swiftly to face the ‘dark realities of the moment’ and assured 

Americans that he would ‘wage a war against the emergency’ just as though ‘we were in face 



FOD2020 
 

invaded by a foreign foe.’  His speech gave many people confidence that they’d elected a man 

who was not afraid to take bold steps to solve the nation’s problems. 

The next day, Roosevelt declared a four-day bank holiday to stop people from withdrawing their 

money from shaky banks.  On March 9, Congress passed Roosevelt’s Emergency Banking Act, 

which reorganised the banks and closed the ones that were insolvent. 

In the first ‘fireside chat’ three days later, the president urged Americans to put their savings back 

in the banks, and by the end of the month almost three quarters of them had reopened. 

Roosevelt’s quest to end the Great Depression was just beginning, and would ramp up in what 

came to be know as ‘The First 100 Days’.  Roosevelt kicked things off by asking Congress to take 

the first step toward ending Prohibition – one of the most divisive issues of the 1920s – by making 

it legal once again for Americans to buy beer.   

In May, he signed the Tennessee Valley Authority Act into law, creating the TVA and enabling the 

federal government to build dams along the Tennessee River that controlled flooding and 

generated inexpensive hydroelectric power for the people in the region. 

That same month, Congress passed a bill that paid commodity farmers (farmers who produced 

things like wheat, dairy products, tobacco and corn) to leave their fields fallow in order to end 

agricultural surpluses and boost prices. 

June’s National Industrial Recovery Act guaranteed that workers would have the right to unionize 

and bargain collectively for higher wages and better working conditions; it also suspended some 

antitrust laws and established a federally funded Public Works Administration. 

In addition to the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the Tennessee Valley Authority Act and the National 

Industrial Recovery Act, Roosevelt had won passage of 12 other major laws, including the Glass-

Steagall Act (an important banking bill) and the Home Owners’ Loan Act, in his first 100 days in 

office. 

Almost every American found something to be pleased about and something to complain about in 

this motley collection of bills, but it was clear to all that Roosevelt was taking the ‘direct, vigorous’ 

action that he’d promised in his inaugural address. 

https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/new-deal 
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Context – The Life of a Migrant Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source 2 – sparknotes.com 
 
After World War I, economic and ecological forces brought many 
rural poor and migrant agricultural workers from the Great Plains 
states, such as Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas, to California. 
Following World War I, a recession led to a drop in the market price 
of farm crops, which meant that farmers were forced to produce 
more goods in order to earn the same amount of money. To meet 
this demand for increased productivity, many farmers bought more 
land and invested in expensive agricultural equipment, which 
plunged them into debt. The stock market crash of 1929 only made 
matters worse. Banks were forced to foreclose on mortgages and 
collect debts. Unable to pay their creditors, many farmers lost their 
property and were forced to find other work. But doing so proved 
very difficult, since the nation’s unemployment rate had 
skyrocketed, peaking at nearly twenty-five percent in 1933. 

The increase in farming activity across the Great Plains 
states caused the precious soil to erode. This erosion, coupled with 
a seven-year drought that began in 1931, turned once fertile 
grasslands into a desertlike region known as the Dust Bowl. 
Hundreds of thousands of farmers packed up their families and few 
belongings, and headed for California, which, for numerous 
reasons, seemed like a promised land. Migrant workers came to be 
known as Okies, for although they came from many states across 
the Great Plains, twenty percent of the farmers were originally from 
Oklahoma. Okies were often met with scorn by California farmers 
and natives, which only made their dislocation and poverty even 
more unpleasant. 
In several of his fiction works, including Of Mice and Men, 

Steinbeck illustrates how grueling, challenging, and often 

unrewarding the life of migrant farmers could be. Just as George 

and Lennie dream of a better life on their own farm, the Great 

Plains farmers dreamed of finding a better life in California. The 

state’s mild climate promised a longer growing season and, with 

soil favorable to a wider range of crops, it offered more 

opportunities to harvest. Despite these promises, though, very few 

found it to be the land of opportunity and plenty of which they 

dreamed 
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Context – Ranch jobs 

It’s time to research what the jobs of the characters in Of Mice and Men actually are! 

 What role does 
this character 

have? 

What is this purpose of the role? How does the character’s role on the 
ranch add to their character? 

Slim Jerkline Skinner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Candy Swamper  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Crooks Stable buck  
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Context – The Dust Bowl
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Context – The role of women 

 
Women in the first decades of the 20th century saw an increased opportunity and public presence, 
including a strong role in union organizing.  During World War I, many women who’d been stay at 
home mothers and wives entered the workforce for the first time.  Women activists agitated for 
more than the vote, which was finally won in 1920, but also for workplace fairness and safety, 
minimum wages, and the abolition of child labour. 
 
During the Roaring Twenties, information on contraceptives became increasingly widespread, 
allowing women the freedom to engage in sexual activity without the often inevitable 
consequences of pregnancy.  Other factors that led to greater sexual freedom included more 
relaxed clothing styles and societal attitudes that were less restrictive. 
 
The Great Depression saw many jobs being lost – women were often the first to be ‘let go’.  During 
the Depression, women were not trusted as they were seen to be taking jobs away from men.  As 
fewer and fewer women were able to find employment, the societal ideals that had embraced 
increasing female freedoms did an about turn.  Domesticity, motherhood and homemaking once 
again became regarded as the only truly proper and fulfilling roles for women.   
 
Some people objected to married women working.  This was because they thought they were 
taking jobs from single women who needed to support themselves.  Many school boards for 
instance refused to hire married women teachers.  But in spite of this, the number of working 
married women increased steadily throughout the 30s. 
 
But some women still needed to work, and work they did.  While the economy was losing some 
jobs, in newer fields, such as the radio and telephone industries, job opportunities for women were 
actually expanding. 
 
One of the main reasons women were hired for many of these new jobs that resulted from 
emerging technology was that they could be paid considerably less than men.  The wage gap was 
justified by the stereotype of the male breadwinner needing earnings that would support not just 
himself, but a traditional family – whether he was married or not. 
 
Another place where women were thriving in the workplace was the growing film industry whose 
ranks included many powerful female stars.  Ironically, even as many female stars hauled in hefty 
salaries and outearned their male co-stars, the majority of 1930s films consisted of movies aimed 
at selling the idea that a woman’s place was in the home.  Even those onscreen characters who 
were strong, charismatic career women usually gave it all up for the love, marriage, and the 
husband that were requisite for a traditional Hollywood ending – or were punished for not doing so. 
 

  
https://www.thoughtco.com/womens-rights-1930s-4141164 

https://www.thoughtco.com/womens-rights-1930s-4141164
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Context – I’m Not a Tart! 
 

I’m Not a Tart: The Feminist Subtext of 

Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men  

By Leighton Meester (pictured), who played Curley’s Wife in a 
stage version of Of Mice and Men 

“Jesus, what a tramp!” George of the famous duo leading John 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men exclaims with disdain after first 
meeting Curley’s wife, the newly married young woman living on 
the ranch. The audience, notably younger than usual Broadway 
theatergoers, dependably erupts with laughter, and as that 
subsides, George threatens Lennie, his lovable, mentally disabled 
friend, “Don’t even look at that bitch” when Lennie innocently 
remarks how “purdy” she is. 

The insults are thrown at Curley’s wife: bitch, tramp, tart. The 
further along in the production we go, the more I realize that the 
audience agrees. In rooting for our heroes — the everyman protagonists who scorn and demean 
the only woman — the audience finds themselves unquestioningly hating her, too. But why? Of 
course, in playing this character, as with any other project, I care for her and have found common 
ground with even her specific flaws; I would expect my affection for her to be above those 
watching from the audience. But in dissecting this piece for five months now, I’ve found that within 
the writing, there is both a lack of reason to truly hate this woman, and the inevitable and 
undeniable urge to do so.  

If this woman is purely a victim, why is she so hated? And if she is truly harmless, why is she so 
threatening? Without question, it was a commentary on the social climate at the time, which still 
surprisingly applies today. But if sexism is one of the featured themes, why not say it? Crooks, a 
character who is forced to live in the barn and away from the other men, says that it’s “because I’m 
black. They play cards in there but I can’t play cus I’m black.” As clear as day, the colour of his 
skin is the reason for segregation. A modern audience cringes and immediately identifies. Such an 
explanation is never given as to why Curley’s wife is shunned. 

From an outside perspective, one might see her desperate attempts to make a connection to 
these men as innocent: “There ain’t no women. I can’t walk to town ... I tell you I just want to talk to 
somebody.” Yet somehow, invariably, a large portion of the audience seems to agree with George. 
They want her to leave so she doesn’t cause any trouble. I understand, because watching Chris 
O’Dowd, Jim Norton and James Franco (my co-stars) make their plans for a utopian ranch, I want 
them to have that dream, too. But why is Curley’s wife’s presence so disturbing? And why does 
the audience agree? It’s the subconscious and inflammatory nature of Steinbeck’s writing that 
makes the viewer join in on the bashing of this woman, punish her existence, snicker at her 
mishaps. The genius and relevancy behind Steinbeck’s mission in writing this piece is that, to this 
day, it forces you to see yourself, to expose the depth of your own intolerance, prejudice, cruelty, 
and naiveté.  

Literarily, Curley’s wife is compared to an animal in an effort to reduce and humiliate her. She is 
mockingly referred to as a “Lulu,” the same name for Slim’s dog, described as a bitch who just 
“slang nine pups.” “She’d be better off dead,” is the opinion of Candy’s old dog, and that attitude is 
undoubtedly mirrored toward the lone woman. But when the dog gets led off to be shot, protests 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjG17fH1s_NAhXDDsAKHcJRBScQjRwIBw&url=http://www.eonline.com/news/523193/leighton-meester-makes-her-broadway-debut-with-of-mice-and-men-see-the-pics&psig=AFQjCNFsLuf5eXhV5SkG5D-Hf4GVds7DFA&ust=1467373537854887
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can be heard from the audience, and as a dog lover, I have the same feeling. Complaints can 
rarely be heard during Curley’s wife’s death.  

The final, eerie moment of her life is often accompanied by the uproar of laughter. She is violently 
shaken, rendered lifeless. It doesn’t seem to get less painful for me, less terrifying, less tragic with 
time, yet our unusually young audience seems unfazed, if not amused by the savage act. Perhaps 
it’s the only response that comforts them in an awkward or tense moment. Curley’s wife’s dead 
body lies still on the floor as Candy spits at her, “You goddamned tramp, you done it didn’t you? 
Everybody said you’d mess things up, you just wasn’t no good.” And again, the audience cracks 
up. That isn’t to say there aren’t viewers undisturbed by the sight of this broken woman, and the 
lengthy scene that follows her death wherein she lies lifeless and untouched, centre stage.  
Throughout this run I’ve come to recognize these common reactions, and eventually understand 
them without resentment. Yet somehow, each time I enter the stage, as I’m faced with the 
audience who laughs or sneers, I’m struck with the loneliness that I can only imagine a woman like 
Curley’s wife must feel — the desperation for conversation, respect, and above all, dignity. Each 
time, I’m caught off-guard when I lose it. 
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Context – The Rise of Hollywood 

The first film completed in Hollywood was 1908’s The Count of Monte Cristo.  By 1911, the first 
movie studio appeared on Sunset Boulevard.  By 1915, many major motion picture companies had 
relocated to Hollywood from the East Coast. 
 

The Golden Age of Hollywood was a period of great growth, experimentation and change in the 
industry that brought international prestige to Hollywood and its movie stars. 
Under the all-controlling studio system of the era, five movie studios known as the ‘Big Five’ 
dominated: Warner Brothers, RKO, Fox, MGM and Paramount.  Smaller studios included 
Columbia, Universal and United Artists. 
 

The Golden Age of Hollywood began with the silent movie era (though some people say it started 
at the end of the silent movie age).  Dramatic films such as The Birth of a Nation (1915) and 
comedies such as The Kid (1921) starring Charlie Chaplin were popular nationwide. 
 

With the introduction of movies with sound, Hollywood producers churned out Westerns, musicals, 
romantic dramas, horror films and documentaries.  Studio movie stars were even more idolized, 
and Hollywood increased its reputation as the land of affluence and fame. 
 

During World War I, after President Woodrow Wilson declared war on Germany, the Big Five 
jumped on the political-propaganda bandwagon. 
 

Often under pressure and guidance from the Wilson administration, they produced educational 
shorts and reels on war preparedness and military recruitment.  They also lent out their wide roster 
of popular actors to promote America’s war efforts. 
 

By the 1930s, at the height of Hollywood’s Golden Age, the movie industry was one of the largest 
businesses in the United States.  Even in the depths of the Great Depression, movies were a 
weekly escape for many people who loved trading their struggles for a fictional, often dazzling 
world, if only for a couple of hours.  However, a new mood of gritty cynicism emerged in Hollywood 
pictures that matched the grimness of the times.  A new contempt for law and government allowed 
audiences to revel in the adventures of organised criminals and Warner Brothers quickly became 
masters of the gangster genre.  Gangster films gave audiences an outlet for their impotent rage 
with even the most popular comedies of the time being mocking and angry in town.  The portrayal 
of rogues who refused to be cowed by the Depression inspired many audiences during this time. 
 

Despite the tough economic times, it’s estimated up to 80 million Americans went to the movies 
each week during the Depression.  And yet, by 1933, due to the ongoing nature of the Great 
Depression, the studios began to face massive debts with all having to borrow heavily to finance 
the mass purchase of movie theatres and their conversion to sound, leaving them with combined 
debts of over $400m. 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/hollywood 

https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/movies/how-the-great-depression-inspired-hollywoods-golden-age-

26481978.html 

https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/hollywood
https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/movies/how-the-great-depression-inspired-hollywoods-golden-age-26481978.html
https://www.independent.ie/entertainment/movies/how-the-great-depression-inspired-hollywoods-golden-age-26481978.html
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Context – Segregation 

Segregation is the practice of requiring separate housing, education and other services for people 
of colour.  The first steps towards official segregation came in the form of ‘Black Codes’.  These 
were laws passed throughout the South starting around 1865, that dictated most aspects of black 
peoples’ lives, including where they could work and live.  The codes also ensured black people’s 
availability for cheap labour after slavery was abolished. 
 
Segregation soon became official policy enforced by a series of Southern laws.  Through so-called 
Jim Crow laws, legislators segregated everything from schools to residential areas to public parks 
to theatres to pools to cemeteries, asylums, jails and residential homes.  There were separate 
waiting rooms for white and blacks in professional offices and, in 1915, Oklahoma became the first 
state to even segregate public phone booths. Black people were paid less than their white 
counterparts, and they had to work harder than everyone else, often given the more dirty work.   
 

  
 
 
Further to this, the Ku Klux Klan, founded in 1865, waged an underground campaign of 
intimidation and violence directed at white and black Republican leaders.  As part of the campaign, 
the Klan burnt crosses, staged rallies, parades and marches.  They believed in white supremacy, 
which motivated them to gain social control of anyone who threatened their position in American 
society.  They would lynch black people.  Lynching would involve public executions.  The onset of 
the Great Depression saw a depletion in the Klan’s membership yet the fear of them remained 
strong. 
 
During the Great Migration, a period between 1916 and 1970, six million African Americans left the 
South.  Driven from their homes by unsatisfactory economic opportunities and harsh 
segregationist laws, many black people headed north, where they took advantage of the need for 
industrial workers that arose during the First World War.    
 
However, the onset of the Great Depression worsened the already bleak economic situation of 
African Americans.  They were the first to be laid off from their jobs, and they suffered from an 
unemployment rate two to three times that of whites.  In early public assistance programs African 
Americans often received substantially less aid than whites, and some charitable organisations 
even excluded blacks from their soup kitchens.   
 
When Roosevelt came into power, conditions began to improve with the President recruiting black 
advisors.  Many black people also benefited from some of the New Deal programs.  For example, 
low-cost housing was available to black families, gave jobs to them, and enabled youths to 
continue their education. 
 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/African-American/African-American-life-during-the-Great-Depression-and-the-
New-Deal 

 
 
 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/African-American/African-American-life-during-the-Great-Depression-and-the-New-Deal
https://www.britannica.com/topic/African-American/African-American-life-during-the-Great-Depression-and-the-New-Deal
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Context – The Elderly 

The Great Depression hit the elderly particularly hard.  Those who were retired or close to 
retirement watched a lifetime of savings disappear, and they weren’t well enough to work or 
couldn’t find the jobs that would allow them to rebuild all money and savings that they had lost.  
Many of the elderly became dependent on their families, but hard times for younger family 
members often meant little or nothing was left to provide for their parents.   
 
Employers were unlikely to employ elderly people as there were very few jobs as it was.  There 
was no welfare state in America so the elderly wouldn’t have pensions to live on.  This often made 
the elderly feel like they were worthless and a burden on society.  Because there were so many 
unemployed elderly people, a law was passed saying that younger family members had to look 
after their relatives. 
 

Context – Mental Health 

People with mental disabilities in 1930s were treated very badly in society as they were seen as a 
burden. Often they were removed from their families and put into institutions where they had to 
work.  Frequently they were given a lot of drugs to keep them sedated, so they wouldn’t complain. 
In the asylums, the staff were often very short-handed and frequently cruel to the patients as they 
weren’t see as real people.  The staff often verbally and physically abuse the patients to make 
them behave.  If they didn’t behave the punishment was often very severe. 
 
In the early 1930s a treatment called ‘lobotomy’ was introduced and became very popular.  
Doctors thought that if they cut away part of the frontal lobe of the brain, it would make people 
better.  It often caused permanent brain damage instead. 
 
Electric shock therapy was used to induce seizures in patients because they thought that the 
electric shocks might ‘reset’ the brain.  Unfortunately, it was often used as a punishment and in 
some cases the shocks were so big that it broke patient’s bones or their spines. 
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Context: In context video 

These two short videos are fantastic in offering an insight into the contextual backdrop of the 
novella.  Watch the two videos and then answer the questions that follow: 
Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5063FCAH8mM 
Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIH2R2twn00&t=504s 

 

1. Where is Of Mice and Men set and what other name is given to this area? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What industry was the Salinas area important for? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did men drift from job to job? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the name of the poet that influenced the novel’s title? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What happened on October 4th 1929? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Identify at least two consequences of this event. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the impact on California?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is a migrant? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What was the New Deal? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What was the dustbowl and what were the consequences of this?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Of Mice and Men is said to be a microcosm of America and the situation facing farm 

workers at this time.  What is a microcosm? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What is the American Dream? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5063FCAH8mM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIH2R2twn00&t=504s
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Of Mice and Men: Context retrieval grid 

John Steinbeck The Wall 
Street Crash 

Great 
Depression 

The American 
Dream and the 

New Deal 

The Life of a 
Migrant Worker 

The Dust Bowl The role of 
Women 

The rise of 
Hollywood 

Segregation The elderly and 
Mental Health 

In what year was 
Steinbeck born? 

What is meant 
by the term 
‘Buying on the 
margin’? 

How many people 
were unemployed 
during the Great 
Depression? 

What is James 
Truslow’s definition of 
The American Dream? 

What led to failed 
harvests and dried 
up lands? 

At the start of the 
20th century, why 
were Native 
Americans being 
moved? 

Why was World 
War I significant 
for women? 

What was the first 
film completed in 
Hollywood and 
what was it called? 

What is 
segregation? 

Why were the 
elderly hit hard by 
the Great 
Depression? 

Where was John 
Steinbeck born? 

Why did share 
prices stop 
rising? 

How many men 
went travelling 
across the country 
to find work? 

How is the American 
Dream rooted in the 
United States 
Declaration of 
Independence? 

Which states were 
particularly affected? 

How do we know 
that farmers did not 
know how to take 
care of the soil? 

In what year was 
the vote for 
women 
achieved? 

What was the 
Golden Age of 
Hollywood? 

What were the 
‘Black Codes’ and 
in what year were 
they introduced? 

Why did the elderly 
find it hard to find 
work? 

What did 
Steinbeck’s parents 
do? 

What did the 
American banks 
do as a result of 
falling share 
prices? 

What was Hoover’s 
response to his 
dwindling 
popularity? 

Why did the American 
Dream attract many 
people to America? 

Why were famers 
forced to produce 
more goods? 

Aside from financial 
difficulties, what 
other challenge did 
farmers face? 

What impact did 
the Roaring 20s 
have on women? 

Who were the ‘Big 
Five’? 

Who were the 
black codes 
named after? 

What impact did a 
lack of a welfare 
state have on the 
elderly? 

Why did John 
SteinbeCCck move 
to New York? 

On what date did 
the Stock Market 
crash? 

By how much did 
industrial production 
drop? 

Why was the dream 
over by 1900? 

How did farmers 
respond to this 
increased demand? 

What is a dust 
storm? 

Why were women 
the first to be let 
go during the 
Great 
Depression? 

Name two silent 
films that began the 
Golden Age of 
Hollywood. 

Identify three 
consequences of 
these ‘Black 
Codes.’ 

What law was 
passed with regard 
to the elderly? 

Why did John 
Steinbeck leave 
New York? 

What happened 
to the banks as a 
result of the stock 
market crash? 

By how much did 
house-building fall 
during the Great 
Depression? 

What did Franklin 
Roosevelt promise at 
his inaugural speech? 

What led to the 
farmers having to sell 
off their land? 

On what date did 
Black Sunday 
occur? 

What were 
considered the 
only truly proper 
and fulfilling roles 
for women? 

With the 
introduction of 
movies with sound, 
what did Hollywood 
become 
synonymous with? 

What was the 
belief of the Ku 
Klux Klan? 

How were people 
with mental 
disabilities viewed 
during the 1930s? 

In what year was Of 
Mice and Men 
written? 

Why were 
oversees 
companies also 
affected by the 
crash? 

How many banks 
went out of 
business? 

Why did Roosevelt 
declare a four-day bank 
holiday? 

Migrants headed to 
California.  What was 
California known as 
during this time? 

What happened on 
Black Sunday? 

Why were 
married women 
refused jobs? 

How did World War 
I affect film 
production? 

What does the 
term ‘lynching’ 
mean?  How 
does the term 
relate to the Ku 
Klux Klan? 

What was the 
expected treatment 
of people with 
mental disabilities 
during the 1930s? 

What were a lot of 
his novels about? 

What did America 
demand of 
Germany and 
what was a 
consequence of 
this? 

How many recorded 
deaths were there 
of starvation during 
the Great 
Depression? 

What did Roosevelt 
encourage Americans to 
do in his fireside chat? 

What name was given 
to migrants during this 
time and why? 

How were people in 
their homes 
affected? 

Some women 
were able to get 
jobs still – in what 
industries and 
why was this the 
case? 

Why was going to 
the movies seen as 
important during the 
Great Depression? 

What was the 
Great Migration? 

What treatment 
could the mentally 
ill expect in an 
asylum? 

WWhahy did 
Steinbeck receive 
the Nobel Prize for 
Literature? 

What major event 
was instigated as 
a result of the 
stock market 
crash? 

Why did farmers 
produce become 
worth less? 

Identify three things 
Roosevelt did between 
May and June. 

Why was California 
seen as this promised 
land? 

Why were some 
farmers completely 
ruined? 

Why was it that 
men would earn 
more? 

Why were gangster 
movies popular 
during the Great 
Depression? 

In what ways did 
the Great 
Depression affect 
black people? 

What is a 
‘lobotomy’?  Why 
was this 
introduced?  What 
was the reality? 

In what year did 
Steinbeck die? 

How long did this 
event last? 

When did the 
American economy 
start to recover? 

Why did Americans 
have confidence in 
Roosevelt? 

What was the reality?  
How did Californians 
react to this surge of 
people arriving? 

Why was there also 
a lot of static 
electricity? 

How did the film 
industry reinforce 
gender roles 
during this time? 

How did the Great 
Depression affect 
the film industry 
financially? 

Why was 
Roosevelt a 
source of hope 
for black people? 

Why were electric 
shocks offered as 
treatment?  What 
was the reality? 
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Section B: 
Knowledge 
of the plot 
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 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 Where and when is the novella 
set? 

 
 
 

  

2 What is the name of the 
mountain range where George 
and Lennie spend the night? 

   

3 Give an example of a severe 
lexeme used to describe how 
George moves / speaks. 

   

4 Give an example of animalistic 
imagery to describe Lennie’s 
physical appearance. 

   

5 What does George tell Lennie 
off for when we first hear them 
speak? 

   

6 Why have they had to walk so 
far and camp overnight in the 
brush? 

   

7 What does Lennie have in his 
pocket? 

 
 
 

  

8 What kind of work are they 
going to do? 

 
 
 

  

9 What does Lennie like to have 
with his beans? 

 
 
 

  

10 With what tone(s) does George 
speak to Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

11 Why does Lennie cry?  
 
 

  

12 What was Lennie’s aunt’s 
name? 

 
 
 

  

13 How much do they get paid for a 
month’s work? 

 
 
 

  

14 Why were they forced to run 
from their previous job? 

 
 
 

  

15 Where does Lennie say he will 
go and live to give George 
peace? 

   

16 How does George respond to 
Lennie’s threat to leave? 

   

IGCSE English Literature – Of Mice and Men – Section 1                                                    
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17 “Lennie spoke craftily…” What 
does Lennie ask George to do? 

 
 
 

  

18 Name three elements of their 
dream. 

 
 
 

  

19 What is Lennie told to say when 
the boss at their new job asks 
him questions? 

   

20 Where is Lennie told to go if he 
ends up in trouble? 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 Who do George and Lennie 
meet first? 

 
 
 

  

2 What is the first thing we’re told 
about Crooks, the stable buck? 
 

   

3 The slang words “pants, rabbits” 
and “graybacks” describe what 
pest? 

   

4 What did the boss give to the 
workers at Christmas? 

 
 
 

  

5 How does George justify living / 
working / travelling with Lennie 
to the boss? 

   

6 What excuse does George give 
the boss for Lennie not being 
very clever? 

   

7 Which character’s body 
language is “arms…bent at the 
elbows and hands closed into 
fists…into a slight crouch”? 

 
 
 

  

8 What card game does George 
start playing? 

 
 
 

  

9 How does Candy describe 
Curley’s wife? 

 
 
 

  

10 What about Curley’s wife is 
described as red or rogue?  
Hint: there’s more than one 
thing! 
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11 What is Curley’s wife’s body 
language and how does she 
speak to George? 

 
 
 

  

12 How does George describe 
Curley’s wife after she leaves? 

 
 
 

  

13 Who is described as moving like 
“royalty” and being the “prince of 
the ranch”? 

 
 
 

  

14 What can this “prince” do with a 
bull whip? 

 
 
 

  

15 How does Slim look at George 
after George complements 
Lennie? 

   

16 Who is described as “powerful, 
big-stomached”? 

 
 
 

  

17 How many pups did Slim’s dog 
have and how many did Slim 
drown? 

 
 
 

  

18 What does Carlson suggest 
doing with one of the pups? 

 
 
 

  

19 What adjectives are used to 
describe how Slim stands up? 

 
 
 

  

20 Which character is described as 
being alone in the bunkhouse at 
the end of the chapter? 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 What is George thanking Slim 
for in the beginning of this 
chapter? 

 
 
 

  

2 When did George stop making 
fun of, and playing jokes on, 
Lennie? 

   

3 What additional details does 
George provide about what 
happened in Weed? 

   

4 What does George say about 
Lennie’s involvement? 

 
 
 

  

5 What does Slim find unusual 
about George and Lennie’s 
relationship? 
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6 Which other characters have a 
similar reaction? Why do they 
feel this way? 

   

7 Why do YOU think George 
travels with Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

8 How does Carlson explain to 
Candy how he will shoot his 
dog? 

 
 

  

9 What is Candy’s reaction to 
Carlson’s plan?  
 

 
 
 

  

10 How does Candy react after the 
shooting? 
 

 
 
 

  

11 What additional details does 
George provide about his and 
Lennie’s plans for their place? 

 
 
 

  

12 What offer does Candy make to 
George and Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

13 What does Candy think will 
happen to him if he stays on the 
Boss’s ranch? 

 
 
 

  

14 Why does Curley come after 
Lennie? 
 

 
 
 

  

15 How does Lennie respond? 
 
 

   

16 What does George tell him to do 
and what is the result? 

 
 
 

  

17 What does Lennie do which 
essentially stops the fight? 

 
 
 

  

18 What story does Slim feed to 
Curley about what happened to 
his hand? 

 
 
 

  

19 Why does Curley agree to these 
terms? 
 

 
 
 

  

20 The chapter ends with George 
instructing Lennie to do what? 
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 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 List three things that can be 
found in Crooks’ room. 

 
 
 

  

2 Name two books that Crooks 
owns? 
 

   

3 Finish the quotation: “his eyes 
lay deep in his head, and 
because of their depth 
seemed…” 

   

4 How does Crooks react to 
Lennie when he comes to visit? 

 
 
 

  

5 For what reason did Lennie 
come to the barn? 
 

   

6 Where is George? 
 
 

   

7 How does Crooks upset Lennie?  
 
 

  

8 What do we learn about Crooks’ 
family? 

 
 
 

  

9 What does Lennie tell Crooks, 
even though he probably 
shouldn’t have? 

 
 
 

  

10 What is Crook’s opinion of 
George and Lennie desire to get 
land? 

 
 
 

  

11 And what did Candy want to talk 
to Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

12 Where is George’s money 
going, according to Crooks? 

 
 
 

  

13 Who visits Crooks, Candy and 
Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

14 What do we learn about Curley’s 
wife? 
 

 
 
 

  

15 What names/insults does 
Curley’s wife inflict on the three 
ranch hands? 
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16 Why is Curley’s wife so upset? 
 

 
 
 

  

17 Who is the strongest in 
response to Curley’s wife’s 
name calling and attitude? 

 
 
 

  

18 Before Curley’s wife leaves, 
what does she notice about 
Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

19 What does Curley’s wife say she 
could have done to Crooks? 

 
 
 

  

20 What is the last thing Crooks 
says to Candy? 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 What has Lennie done to the 
puppy? 

 
 
 

  

2 What is his reaction? 
 
 

   

3 What do Lennie and Curley’s 
wife discuss? 
 

   

4 What does she admit that her 
true feelings are for Curley? 

 
 
 

  

5 What does she tell Lennie he 
can pet? 
 

   

6 Why do you think she allows 
him to do this? 
 

   

7 What does Lennie instinctively 
do when she tries to run away? 

 
 
 

  

8 How does Lennie kill Curley’s 
wife? 
 

 
 
 

  

9 Why do you think he acts this 
way? 
 

 
 
 

  

10 How is Curley’s wife described 
as looking after she dies? 
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11 After Candy finds Curley’s wife 
and gets George, what does 
George decide to do? 

 
 
 

  

12 Where does George go? 
 

 
 
 

  

13 What is Curley’s reaction to 
what happened to his wife? 

 
 
 

  

14 Do you think this is a normal 
reaction? 
 

 
 
 

  

15 What does George realize he 
must do? 
 

   

16 What are the reasons that make 
him realize this? 

 
 
 

  

17 Where does Curley plan to aim 
if he shoots Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

18 What makes the men think that 
Lennie is armed? 

 
 
 

  

19 When George asks Slim about 
just trying to catch Lennie 
instead of killing him, what 
advice does Slim give George? 

 
 
 

  

20 Who stays with Curley’s wife as 
the others go off in pursuit of 
Lennie? 
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 Question What is your 
answer?  

RAG rate 
your 
answer. 

What is the 
actual answer? 

1 What scenes of death does 
Steinbeck describe in the 
beginning of Chapter 6 that 
parallel the events of the 
previous chapter and 
foreshadow the event to come? 

 
 
 

  

2 Where does Lennie go at the 
beginning of the chapter and 
why? 

   

3 What does Lennie say to 
himself? 
 

   

4 What two imaginary visitors 
does Lennie have while sitting 
on the riverbank? 

 
 
 

  

5 What is the subject of the 
conversation Lennie has with his 
first visitor? 
 

   

6 When Lennie apologises to the 
first image, what does he say he 
tried to do? 

   

7 What does his second visitor tell 
Lennie that recalls an earlier 
conversation he had with 
Crooks? 

 
 
 

  

8 How is George and Lennie’s 
conversation similar to the one 
that they had by the pool in 
Chapter 1? 

 
 
 

  

9 Why are Lennie and George 
different from other guys, 
according to George? 

 
 
 

  

10 Where has George gotten the 
gun he takes from his front 
pocket? 

 
 
 

  

11 What does George assure 
Lennie in section 6? 

 
 
 

  

12 What evidence is there that George 
is having a terribly difficult time 
bringing himself to shoot Lennie? 

 
 
 

  

13 What lie does George tell about 
the way Lennie died? 
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14 What evidence is there that Slim 
understands what has really 
happened there on the river 
bank? 

 
 
 

  

15 Where is Lennie shot and what 
does this act mirror? 
 

   

16 Who is the first to see what has 
happened, regarding the 
shooting? 

 
 
 

  

17 Who watches Slim and George 
walk away? 

 
 
 

  

18 Who has the last words in the 
novel? What does the character 
say? 

 
 
 

  

19 Explain what happens to the 
dream at the end of the novel for 
both Lennie and George. 

 
 
 

  

20 How does the chapter bring the 
book full circle? 
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What can I expect from the exam? 

The Of Mice and Men section is the third and final section in your IGCSE Literature paper.  It is a 

closed book exam so you are not allowed to take the text in with you.  However, it is worth the 

most marks and, therefore is the question we often recommend you do first. 

You will be presented with two questions: one on character and one on theme.  You must choose 

which question to respond as you are only expected to respond to one question. 

You should spend 45 -50 minutes on this essay.  You will need an introduction, at least three 

main paragraphs and a brief conclusion. 

You are assessed on 

Assessment objective 1 – where you need to demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding 

of texts, maintain a critical style and present an informed personal engagement. 

Examiners want to know if you can 

 demonstrate a really developed understanding of the novella 

 create interesting, but relevant arguments, in response to a key question 

 cite excellent examples to support your points and offer your own interpretations 

Assessment objective 4 – where you need to show an understanding of the relationships 

between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

Examiners want to know if you can 

 demonstrate a really developed understanding of the contextual backdrop to the novella 

 understand how the writing of the novella is both influenced and reflective of the contextual 

backdrop. 

 

On the next page is a copy of the Assessment Criteria and a summary of what this might look like. 
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IGCSE Literature exam: Section C: Of Mice and Men 

AO1 Demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding of texts, maintaining a critical style and presenting an informed personal engagement 
AO4 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

Level 5 (33-40) Level 4 (25-32) Level 3 (17-24) Level 2 (9-16) Level 1 (1-8) 

Assured knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 

Thorough knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 

Sound knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 

Some knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 

Limited knowledge and 
understanding of the text. 

The response shows 
assured personal 
engagement and a 
perceptive critical style. 

The response shows 
thorough personal 
engagement and a 
sustained critical style. 

The response shows 
relevant personal 
engagement and an 
appropriate critical style. 

The response may be 
largely narrative with some 
evidence of personal 
engagement or critical 
style. 

The response is simple 
with little evidence of 
personal engagement or 
critical style. 

Understanding of the 
relationship between text 
and context is integrated 
convincingly into the 
response. 

There is detailed 
awareness of the 
relationship between text 
and contexts. 

There is relevant comment 
on the relationship 
between text and context. 

There is some comment 
on the relationship 
between text and context. 

There is little comment on 
the relationship between 
text and context. 

Discriminating use of 
relevant examples in 
support. 

Use of fully relevant 
examples in support. 

Use of clearly relevant 
examples in support. 

Some use of relevant 
examples in support. 

Limited use of relevant 
examples in support. 

Characteristics 
 

Excellent, detailed, 
sustained knowledge of 

the text 
Critical and evaluative – 

metaphorical and 
symbolism meanings 

addressed 
Confident and secure links 

to context throughout 
Quotations are short, 

concise and fully support 
the points being made 

Characteristics 
 

Answers the question with 
most pertinent points 
Range of evidence 
Context threaded 

throughout 

Characteristics 
 

Answers the question 
Simplistic in form and 

content 

Characteristics 
 

Retelling of the story 

Characteristics 
 

Short response 
Little knowledge 
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All past Of Mice and Men questions for IGCSE Edexcel English Literature 

 Character Theme 

Specimen 1 ‘Candy is central to our 
understanding of life on the ranch’.  
How far do you agree with this 
view? 

Explore the theme of power. 

Specimen 2 In what ways is Curley’s wife 
important in Of Mice and Men? 

Explore the theme of violence in the 
novel. 

June 2018 Crooks is a cruel and aloof 
character.  Explore the character of 
Crooks in this novel. 

In what ways is loneliness an important 
theme in Of Mice and Men. 

Jan 2019 Discuss the relationship between 
Curley and his wife in this novel. 

Examine the significance of animals in 
Of Mice and Men. 

June 2019 Explore the character of George in 
this novel. 

‘We’re gonna have a little house and a 
couple of acres…’ How important are 
plans for the future in Of Mice and Men? 

   

R papers   

June 2018 Explore the character of Slim in Of 
Mice and Men 

In what ways is George and Lennie’s 
dream important in the novel? 

Jan 2019 Explore the character of Curley in 
Of Mice and Men. 

Explore the significance of locations 
used in this novel. 

June 2019 Examine the character of Lennie in 
the novel. 

‘His authority was so great that his word 
was taken on any subject, be it politics 
or love.  This was Slim, the jerkline 
skinner.’  Examine the theme of 
authority in Of Mice and Men. 
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Exemplar response 1 
Explore the theme of power in the novel. 

 

Steinbeck explores the theme of power in many different ways.  Of Mice and Men can be 

considered to portray weakness for most characters because the main characters are mostly 

migrant workers during the period of the Great Depression in America. 

 

At the beginning of the novel Steinbeck already presents us with the idea of power.  He 

explores it through his use of physical strength.  One of the first impressions we are given 

from Lennie is that he is constantly described like an animal.  He is mentioned to chug 

water like a horse when drinking out of a lake and is also described to have ‘paws’ like a 

bear.  Both of these animals can be seen as very storng and fearful which is exactly what 

Lennie’s first impression can be described to be by any other character in the book.  

However, Lennie cannot take control over his own strength, which is exactly the first 

exploration.  Steinbeck shows in the book of powerlessness.  Whenever Lennie pets his 

mice he always end with a dead mice being hidden from George. 

 

 

Steinbeck also explores the theme of power through Lennie and George’s relationship.  

Since the start of the novel Lennie and George’s relationship can be compared to a father, 

son relationship.  George is always seen to take care for Lennie such as the time when they 

were arriving to the ranch and Lennie realises he doesn’t have his worker’s card with him.  

George replies to him saying how stupid he is to think George would let him carry his own 

card.  George is always seen to control Lennie.  Steinbeck also plays with the theme of 

power when both Lennie and George arrive to the ranch.  At this point George is seen to be 

the one with control over the situation as he forces Alan not to speak when they talk to the 

boss.  However, as soon as they enter the bosse’s room, the change in the atmosphere and 

mood in George shows how powerless he is towards his boss.  Steinbeck presents the boss 

to be very empowering as he speaks in a very harsh way.  For example, when he thinks 

George is using Alan’s money and says ‘What’s your stake in this guy?’ as he doesn’t 

believe George is caring for Alan, he thinks he is taking over Alan and gaining from him.  

Steinbeck presents the boss to remind us how powerless George actually is as he is just a 

migrant worker in a ranch. 

 

Steinbeck also explores power through the use of disability.  Candy is presented to have a 

missing hand that was due to his work in the ranch.  Most things humans do is with their 

hands, and by taking one off of Candy, he is shown to not being able to control everything 

in his life, show in powerlessness.  An example of Candy actually being powerless is when 

his dog is shot to death.  Candy’s later response is ‘I ought to have shot that dog myself.’ 

 

 

 
 
Introduction: 

Uses key word in the introduction but 
doesn’t really explore what power is, what 
it means to have power and doesn’t 
identify examples of power that main body 
of the response would explore. 
 
Main body: 
Paragraph 1: 
Clear point established at the beginning of 
this paragraph.  Use of relevant 
examples. 
 
The candidate doesn’t really explore the 
significance of the power with regard to 
Lennie – why is this an important point? 
 
 
This point would be better in establishing 
a line of argument between physical 
power and mental / emotional power 
 
No link to context. 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 

Is this the most relevant example with 
regard to the theme of power? 
 
Begins to slip into narrative rather than 
keeping the focus on power.  The 
candidate needs to consider why their 
relationship might be seen as powerful. 
Might be an interesting argument to put 
forward that George and Lennie’s 
friendship and the fact they travel around 
together make them a powerful 
combination, especially with Lennie’s 
strength and George’s mind. 
 
Who is Alan? 
 
Very limited reference to context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph 3: 
Exploring the idea of powerlessness is 
interesting as many of the characters on 
the ranch do not have power. 
 
Interesting point – because Candy hurt 
his hand on the ranch, his position is 
somewhat secure.  However, it makes his 
less productive and Candy spends a lot of 
time worrying about being canned 
because of his age.  Link to context 
available here. 
 
Nice point about his dog which could then 
be linked to George and Lennie later.  It is 
an undeveloped point though. 
 
 
 

 
Level 2 response 
This candidate was awarded 16/40 which is a level 2.  Some elements of Level 3 but points are not always 
secure with regard to the question so only reasonable understanding is shown.  The coverage of the relationship 
between text and context is undeveloped.  Examples provided need to be elaborated on further and writing 
sometimes slips into a narrative retelling. 
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Exemplar response 2 
Explore the theme of loneliness in the novel. 

 

In Of Mice and Men loneliness is important as it is portrayed and seen throughout the whole 

novella.  There are four characters in the novel that we see and portray loneliness: Crooks, 

Curley’s wife and Lennie and George. 

 

In the beginning of the novel we understand that Lennie and George are travelling to 

Soledad.  The word ‘Soledad’ means lonely.  This is the first reference to loneliness in the 

novel and foreshadows the continuous feeling of loneliness.  George makes two references 

to loneliness when talking to Lennie.  George says ‘you have me to look after you’ 

suggesting he won’t leave Lennie alone.  When talking about other migrant workers George 

says that they are ‘not like us!’ 

This is correct because most migrant workers travelled alone as it was easier for 

employment.  Lennie and George are different as they travelled in a pair.  People in the 

1930s-40s were forced to become migrant workers as the Wall Street Crash left people with 

little money to survive on leaving them to go and find other work. 

 

Curley’s wife is also a representation of loneliness.  She is the only woman that we know of 

on the ranch.  Her husband Curley has told everybody on the ranch to not talk to her as 

that’s his wife.  Curley’s wife walked into Crooks’ room and wants to talk to somebody and 

she says ‘I get awful lonely.’  This suggests that she has nobody to talk to when Curley is 

away.  Being a woman in the 1930s to 40s was hard as you had no rights, and were seen as 

possessions and objects.  Women were seen to make babies and do all the housework.  

Hence why they would get lonely. 

 

The character Crooks is a perfect representation of loneliness in Of Mice and Men. Crooks 

is the only black man who works on the ranch.  He is a stable buck and cares for all the 

horses.  His room is off the tack room.  When Lennie enters his room he says he can’t come 

in as he ‘ain’t wanted’ in the bunkhouse, so Lennie ‘ain’t wanted in my room.’  Crooks is 

discriminated against and marginalised by the other workers as he is black.  In the 1930s 

black people were segregated from the white people.  They were seen as workers and that 

was their main purpose.  While people had more power and black people were treated 

poorly.  Crooks also winds up Lennie saying that George isn’t coming back for him.  He 

does this as he himself doesn’t have anyone to wait for like Lennie does and he is jealous.  

Being black meant that Crooks had even less opportunity to talk to people and by saying 

this kept Lennie talking to him and staying. 

 

Loneliness is an important theme in Of Mice and Men because almost every character is 

faced with it.  This theme also allows us to understand what life was like back in the 1930s 

to 1940s for everyone and each character on the ranch.  Crooks, Curley’s wife, Lennie and 

George show is what loneliness felt like and how it was represented throughout the novella. 

 

 

Introduction: 
Key word reinforced.  Examples of 
characters who may be considered 
lonely have been identified which is 
good.  Could do with a definition of 
loneliness and a simple overview as 
to why loneliness exists during this 
time period. 
 

Paragraph 1: 

Good contextual knowledge.  
Point unclear with regard to 
loneliness and this needs to be 
made more explicit and 
explained more fully.  Secure 
link to context with regard to 
migrant workers during the 
1930s. 

 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 

Good choice of character and 
reason as to why she is lonely.  
Somewhat narrative in parts.  
Good textual reference. Link to 
context but could be developed 
with regard to specific quotation 
and Curley’s relationship with 
her husband. 
 
 
Paragraph 3: 

Good choice of character and 
reason as to why he is lonely.    
Relevant quotations chosen but 
lack of development with regard 
to the quotations.  Link to 
context is established. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph 4 – conclusion: 

Good summary statement about 
how all characters are faced 
with loneliness. 

 
 

 

 
Level 3 response 
The candidate has chosen good examples of loneliness and has stayed focus on the question.   The topic 
sentences within each paragraph help to maintain this focus.  The choice of quotations are relevant but often 
undeveloped to show a thorough understanding.  There are links to context.  A range of different points have 
been made so this is securely a level 3, 24 marks. 
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Exemplar response 3 
Explore the theme of power in the novel. 

 

Steinbeck presents the theme of power in Of Mice and Men using several characters such as 

Curley, Crooks and Curley’s wife, all of whom which show us the desire for power and the 

extent in which we go to obtain it. 

 

Curley’s wife helps us understand the predatory nature of the ranch in which not only the 

strong attack the weak, but the weak attack the weaker.  This can be seen when Curley’s 

wife says to Crooks ‘I could have you strung upon a tree’, in which she is threatening him 

with her status / power, whereas in reality she is a direct parallel of Crooks, as they both 

suffer from loneliness and discrimination on the ranch.  Crooks being the only ranch worker 

of colour results in his isolation while Curley’s wife being a female concludes to her 

inferiority and hence lack of power.  Curley’s wife going against Crooks who is of similar 

status showcases that although the lack of power one may have, they will go to any extent to 

feel the slightest amount of superiority. 

 

Steinbeck uses the character of Curley to add emphasis to the fact that an abundance of 

power can result in the corruption of one’s humanity and lack of sympathy for others.  This 

can be seen in the novel when Curley asks Carlson to shoot Candy’s dog, who is his only 

companion.  This thoughtless act portrays the insensitivity that comes along with obtaining 

power, and hence the consequence it acquires.  Candy stating ‘I ought to have shot that dog 

myself’ after his dog is killed showcases the fact that power is not just something you have 

over others, but is also something within yourself that you use to make decisions in life.  

Candy did not have the power to be courageous and shoot his dog himself thus showing us 

that the death of his dog is a symbol of his own life – he can’t stand up for his dog and nor 

can he stand up for the life of himself, which sees him being left all alone at the end of the 

novel, the only person left to try and achieve the American Dream, yet not being able to do 

anything about it or progress with his life. 

 

In conclusion, Steinbeck uses characters to present the theme of power in such a way that 

the reader is able to see the contrast between the positive and negative impacts it can have 

on oneself and others around you, and ultimately the way in which you use it to progress 

through life. 

Introduction: 
A good opening.  References the key 
word from the question.  Lists the 
examples that will be discussed in the 
main body and identifies the significance 
of this – in terms of desire for power and 
the effect of this.  Focused introduction. 
 
 

Paragraph 1: 
Good topic sentence – could 
reference power but the use of 
‘predatory nature’ is evident.  Good 
textual reference – could be 
explored further but the example is 
good, especially the exploration of 
hierarchy and the fact both 
characters struggle.  Last sentence 
brings it back to the question and the 
idea that the thirst for power will lead 
characters to act in a certain way.  
Contextual links? 
 
Paragraph 2: 
Strong topic sentence using key 
word from the question and 
significance of.  Relevant textual 
reference.  Which is explored fully 
with an insightful comment about 
power.  Vague link to context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Summary with allusion to 
significance of theme but could be 
developed. 
 
 
 

 
Low level 4 response  
Notice the focus of the introduction and how it sets up an argument for the presentation of power in the novella.  
This is clever and worthy of a level 4.  The paragraph on Curley shows a good knowledge of characters and their 
relationships and the social structure.  Limited range of points made which prevents a mark higher in Band 4 – 
aim for a minimum of three different points.  Context could be further developed.  25/40 Level 4. 
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Exemplar response 4 
Candy is central to our understanding of life on the ranch. 

 

I agree, because Steinbeck has presented Candy as an old and incompetent migrant worker 

who works on the ranch.  He is incompetent and has no power because of his old age and 

the loss of his hands.  However, he is kind and friendly which suggests that even during the 

times of the Great Depression, the migrant workers have humanity in them to be friendly in 

the hard times when almost everyone thinks about only themselves. 

 

In ‘Of Mice and Men’, Steinbeck explores different themes of loneliness, power, friendship 

and the fragility of the American Dream through Candy’s character which shows the life on 

the ranch.  Candy is lonely because he doesn’t have other workers as his friend, however, he 

does have his dog.  He is strongly attached to his dog whom he has had for a long time.  

This could be proven when he says, ‘I’ve had him since he was a pup.’  This shows that 

Candy was lonely even when he was younger and that he didn’t have any friends on the 

ranch.  Now, this can be compared to the life of any other migrant worker in America in that 

time.  After the great depression and the crash of the Wall Street, the country was 

economically damaged and this had a strong impact on the citizens for migrant workers in 

those times, they had to work on ranches alone, they had no one to trust and hence they had 

no friends, just like Candy in the novel.  Candy’s dog is used as a symbol / representation of 

Candy as Steinbeck tries to show the readers how the old and physically incompetent 

workers were treated at that time in America.  Even though Candy is the oldest worker on 

the ranch and is friendly, no-one suspects him, i.e. he has no power.  Which proves that on 

the ranch, if you are old, you are useless and they throw you out of the ranch, as Candy 

fears ‘kick me out because of my hand.’  This shows that the workers and the employers of 

the ranch couldn’t afford to be understanding.  If Candy gets kicked out, another worker – 

younger than him would take his place and no one would care about him.  This also shows 

how unreliable the employer of a ranch could have been during these times. 

 

Another factor which makes Candy central to our understanding of life on the ranch is his 

friendship with his dog.  It shows how a migrant worker on the ranch could trust no other 

worker and even though all of them were lonely in a way or another.  The quote, ‘I ought to 

of shot that dog myself’, shows that he would rather have shot his dog himself rather than a 

stranger because he was emotionally attached to his dog.  The use of ‘ought’ in the sentence 

emphasises more on how much he regrets his choice.  This also shows how the disabled had 

no power and were controlled by the strongest workers on the ranch because Slim makes 

him agree to Carlson’s suggestion.  Further, the quote ‘I’ll give you one of my pups’, 

suggests that there was no pity or understanding between the workers, ‘the survival of the 

fittest’ was the ideology that they followed which resulted in Candy’s dog’s death.   

 

Candy’s state of being powerless also shows how the migrant workers always had a leader 

like Slim among themselves on a ranch.  You had power if you are strong, physically and 

young.  While the old, weak and the blacks always had to agree and follow them.  This can 

be proved by the quote, ‘Candy, the dog is old’, by Slim which shows that no one could 

argue with him and his ‘words were commands.’  Another incident is when Candy enters 

Crooks’ room for the first time a bit hesitantly.  It shows that he didn’t hate Crooks or 

discriminate against him because of his race, but it was just what other workers on the ranch 

did – avoid the ‘nigger’. 

 

Hence, Candy is central to our understanding of life on the ranch as Steinbeck explores 

different themes of friendship, loss, power and loneliness through him.  It enlightens the 

readers on the life of migrant workers working on a ranch in America during the Great 

Depression. 

 
 
Introduction: 

Excellent introduction showing a 
really secure understanding of 
Curley and his different facets 
links to social and historical 
context and significance.  Well-
crafted introduction. 

 
Paragraph 1: 

Links Candy’s role to wider 
themes in the play.  Strong point 
with relevant textual reference 
that is quickly linked to the social 
and historical context.  The point 
is sustained and developed to 
consider the dog as 
companionship and the use of 
the dog as symbol. 
 
This point with regard to Candy 
being an incompetent worker 
needs developing and 
explaining further.  More 
information could be provided on 
how the elderly were viewed 
during the Great Depression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 

Clear topic sentence with 
relevant textual reference which 
is explained and linked to social 
and historical context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relevant point about a hierarchy 
which is good. 
 
 
Links Candy to rest of 
community and wider theme 
which is good. 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 

Good summary of how Candy 
evokes a range of themes in the 
novella linking to wider context. 
 
 

 
Level 4 response 
The strength of the introduction and the main body of the essay is that the character of Candy is linked to several central themes which in the main are 
talked about.  Main paragraphs are structured well drawing upon relevant textual reference and explaining these whilst linking to context.  Some comments 
or points could be developed further, especially about Candy’s incompetence as a result of age.  However, the points are all limited to one section of the 
novella, the shooting of Candy’s dog and this prevents the candidate from getting a level 5. 32/40 Level 4 
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Exemplar response 5 
Explore the significance of Crooks in the novel. 

 

The character of Crooks in Of Mice and Men personifies the violent and closed off 

mentality of the men at the ranch.  Arguably, he is ‘cruel and aloof’, however throughout 

the novel he offers a deep insight into the emotional barriers that all of the character’s are 

forced to put up.  The title of the novel was inspired by a Robert Burns poem in which a 

field mouse’s home is flattened by a plow during harvest.  One interpretation of this is the 

workers being run down and oppressed by the Depression in the 1930s.  I think Crooks is 

the character that shows the effects of this oppression the greatest. 

 

Throughout the novel, he expresses cynicism towards George and Lennie’s dream to ‘jus 

belong’ somewhere and ‘live off the fatta the land.’  He tells Lennie ‘nobody ever gets to 

heaven, nobody gets no land.’  His view echoes how many workers at the time pursued the 

‘American Dream’ and moved to California, becoming known as ‘Dust Bowl’ migrants.  In 

this sense, he is portrayed as cruel, however he allows himself to be vulnerable and open to 

Lennie and Candy.  The first way this is done is by allowing them into his room, despite 

saying ‘I ain’t wanted in the bunkhouse, and you ain’t wanted in my room.’  Steinbeck 

manipulates the settings of the novel to create a divide between Crooks and the rest of the 

men.  Crooks’ room is described as a ‘long box filled with straw.’  The ‘straw’ gives a sense 

that he is treated like an animal, due to his race, and his disability, ‘a crooked back.’  It can 

be argued that he is not a ‘cruel and aloof’ character, but has become hardened by his 

treatment and has to continue the cycle of brutality and violence in order to survive.  In the 

1930s, this hardening was common, as many workers travelled alone and form whom 

roving was habitual had to develop this tough outer shell in order to survive.  In reality, the 

agriculture laborers actually contained much ethnic diversity, however Steinbeck ignores 

this and uses race to create another divide between Crooks and the rest of the characters.  

His eyes are described as being ‘lined with pain.’  This clear image evokes sympathy in the 

reader, but the way in which it is matter of factly described reflects how Crooks is used to it, 

just as he is used to maltreatment.  In many ways, Crooks is a tragic character, as he is 

forced to become ‘cruel’ shown also by his mockery of Lennie, and ‘aloof’ in order to 

survive. 

 

Despite displaying a negative outlook on life, Crooks allows his guard down, secondly by 

becoming caught up in Lennie’s dream that him and George share.  Lennie’s power is 

evident as he causes Crooks to accept him being in his room.  This is significant as it shows 

that often quietness and listening lead to greater understanding than violence or 

forcefulness.  This is echoed by him being ‘prince of the ranch’ not through violence, but 

through having a tone that incited confidence.’  Lennie has a similar effect on Crooks.  They 

discuss how one day him and George will ‘jus belong’ somewhere.  Crooks becomes 

encaptured by this idea, and due to Lennie’s kindhearted nature he invites Crooks to be a 

part of it.  In this moment, Crooks isn’t portrayed as ‘cruel and aloof’, as through forming a 

companionship with Lennie he has allowed himself to engage with emotions and concepts 

such as hope, that he had long ago shut down inside his mind when the novel was published 

in 1937, tension was growing between the underpayed and oppressed labourers and 

California’s rich agribusiness.  This led to strikes taking place.  This is symbolic as many of 

these workers felt lonely and isolated, despite being surrounded by roughly 350,000 other 

migrants who were all united by feelings of despair.  Crooks as a character represents the 

isolation felt by each man, and how it is often a much easier course of action to allow hatred 

to define your personality than to look to your fellow man and try to understand them. 

 

Towards the end of the interaction between Candy, Crooks and Lennie, George enters 

Crooks’ room.  He berates Lennie for causing trouble by being where he shouldn’t be, and 

dismisses his invitation to Crooks to share in their dream.  This shows George to always be 

the sensible one in their companionship.  Crooks calls out ‘just foolin’.  I wouldn’t want to 

go no place like that.’  This is a deep insight into Crooks’ true nature, and how easily he 

opened himself up, and allowed vulnerability.  He feels the need to, however, protect 

himself by returning back to his ‘aloof’ state, to stop him being hurt.  At a different point int 

 
 
Introduction: 
Significance and role of the 
character immediately established.  
Critical perspective offered to 
present the character as beyond 
being one dimensional.  
 
Immediate link to context and how 
this relates to the character of 
Crooks 
 
 

Paragraph 1: 

Clear topic sentence with 
sustained use of apt quotations.  
 
Immediate link to context.  
 

Alternative interpretations…it 
could be this…but it could also 
be that….is a typical skill of a 
higher level candidate.  
 
 
Sustained response. 
Excellent knowledge and insight. 
 
 
Developed response. 
 
Link to context – sustained 
continued reference to how the 
presentation of character links to 
context. 
 
Subtley moves the discussion of 
character on, always drawing 
upon apt textual references. 
 
Paragraph 2 

Clearly different point articulated 
well through a strong topic 
sentence. 
 
Subtle understanding of the 
character. 
 
Constant reference back to the 
question. 
 
Offers a more conceptualized 
understanding of the character. 
 
Sustained links to context 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Assured analysis. 
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the novel he talks of the inner conflict men face over saving for the future or having small 

pleasures now, for example 'getting two shots of corn.’  However, his cynicism is rather 

empty as his true nature has been betrayed to the reader.  He says how after a while men 

‘get wantin’ to fight all of the time.’  This shows how he himself also believes that during 

this time period society has become distracted instead of protecting the weak, characters 

such as Curley prey on them. 

 

In one of his journals, Steinbeck wrote that he believed the purpose of fiction was to allow 

people to understand each other.  He said ‘you can’t hate men if you know them.’  Crooks 

carries this message throughout the novel, challenging the reader to look more deeply into a 

character that seems on the surface ‘cruel and aloof’.  Once a deeper understanding has been 

gained Crooks is no longer a dislikeable character.  In actual fact, he is very relatable, and 

makes the novel even more appealing than it would be without his presence. 

 

 

 
 
 
Link to context and authorial 
purpose. 
 
 
 
 
Links back to the question and 
challenges it. 

 

Level 5 response full marks 
This is a very sustained, detailed response which exudes confidence.   The student engages with the question 
and constantly refers back to it, exemplifying it but also challenging it.  Textual references that are apt and 
concise are continually used throughout and links to context are sustained all the way through the essay. 
 

 

What have you learnt from reading these exemplar essays? 
What makes a strong answer? 

What differences can you see between a Band 2 response and a Band 5 response? 
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Writing an effective introduction. 

Character: 

Sentence 1: Who is the character you are focused on in your essay?  What is their role on the 

ranch and their relationship to others? 

Sentence 2: What is the character symbolic of?  Why are they significant to the novella as a 

whole?  What question is the author trying to raise through this character?  

Theme:  

Sentence 1: Identify the key word in the question.  Define it and personalise it.  What does it 

mean to you?  Contextualise it based on the text you’re writing about. 

Sentence 2: Identify a question based on what the author wants us to think of the theme / 

character named in the exam question. 

 

For example: How does Priestley present the theme of equality in the play? 

Sentence 1: An equal society is one in which there are no disparities between people due to 

gender, class, wealth or age – a Utopia would signal the ultimate success of humanity’s super-ego 

over its id.   

Sentence 2: In An Inspector Calls, Priestley’s horrifying microcosm of a society ruled by its id, 

encourages us to question the lack of equality in an unjust Edwardian England. 
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Deliberate practice: Introductions 

1. Explore how Lennie is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Explore how Slim is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explore the theme of friendship across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Explore the theme of discrimination across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Explore the presentation of men and women across the novel.  You must consider the 

context of the novel in your answer. 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The importance of key characters 

George symbolises the itinerant farm worker.  He is the hero of the novel, partly because he is an ordinary man in an ordinary situation. 

Why is George 
significant to the novel? 

Key quotations Key 
vocabulary 

George made a promise to 
Aunt Clara to look after 

Lennie and protect him.  He 
is like a father figure to him. 

‘Lennie, for God sake don’t drink so much.’ (Section 1) 
‘So you forgot that awready, did you?  I gotta tell you again, do I? Jesus Christ, you’re a crazy bastard!’ (Section 1) 
‘Think I’d let you carry your own work card’ (Section 1) 
 ‘No you stay with me.  Your Aunt Clara wouldn’t like you running off by yourself, even if she is dead.’ 
‘Well, look Lennie – if your jus’ happen to get in trouble like you always done before, I want you to come right here an’ hide in the 
brush.’ (Section 1) 
‘I told his old lady I’d take care of him.’ (Section 2) 
‘I knowed his Aunt Clara.  When his Aunt Clara died, Lennie just come along with me working.’ (Section 3)  
‘I ain’t gonna let ‘em hurt Lennie’ (Section 5) 

short-
tempered 

loving 
devoted 

commitment 
protective 

terse 
impatient 
idealist 
sharp 
strong 
thinker 

organiser 
devoted 
moral 
anger 

patience 
pride 

rational 
thoughtful 

compassion 
responsibility 

realist 
alone 
tragic 

George and Lennie’s 
friendship is unusual for the 

time period. 

‘Guys like us that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world…With us it ain’t like that.  We got a future.  We got somebody 
who gives a damn about us.’ (Section 1) 
‘But not us!  An’ why? Because…because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why’ (Section 1) 
‘I said what stake you got in this guy?  You takin’ his pay away from him? (Section 2) 
‘Well, I never seen one guy take so much trouble for another guy.’ (Section 2) 
‘Ain’t many guys travel around together,’ he mused. (Section 2) 
‘What’s funny about it?’ George demanded defensively. / ‘Oh, I dunno.  Hardly none of the guys ever travel together.’ (Section 3) 

Whilst George cares for 
Lennie, he finds his role 

stifling and longs for more 
freedom. 

‘restless eyes’, ‘morosely’ (Section 1) 
‘I could get along so easy and so nice if I didn’t have you on my tail.’  (Section 1) 
‘An’ whatta I got,’ George went on furiously.  ‘I got you!  You can’t keep a job and you lose me ever’ job I get.’ (Section 1) 
‘You do bad things and I got to get you out.’ (Section 1) 
‘When I think of the swell time I could have without you, I go nuts.  I never get no peace (Section 1) 
‘If I was a relative of yours, I’d shoot myself.’ (Section 2) 
‘Might go in and look the joint over’ (Section 3) 

George feels guilty for the 
way in which he treated 
Lennie in the past.  He 

recognises the symbiotic 
nature of their relationship. 

‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’t crazy.  An’ I ain’t so bright neither, or I wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for my fifty and found’ (Section 3) 
‘Used to play jokes on’im ‘cause’ he was too dumb to take care of ‘imself.  But he was too dumb even to know he had a joke played 
on him.  I had fun.  Made me seem God damn smart alongside of him.  Why he’d do any damn thing I tol’ him….One day…I turns to  
Lennie and says, ‘Jump in.’  An’ he jumps.  Couldn’t swim a stroke.  He damn near drowned before we could get him…Well I ain’t 
done nothing like that no more.’ (Section 3) 
‘I ain’t got no people,’ George said. ‘I seen the guys that go around on the ranches alone.  That ain’t no good.  They don’t have no 
fun.’ (Section 3) 

George has a dream to own 
his own ranch and be his 

own boss. 

‘Someday – we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a little house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and some pigs…’ 
(Section 1) 
 ‘Lennie and me gotta make a stake (Section 3) 
‘An’ it’d be our own, an’ nobody could can us.’ (Section 3) 
‘George said reverently, ‘Jesus Christ! I bet we could swing her.’ His eyes were full of wonder.’ (Section 3) 
‘I should of knew’, George said hopelessly.  ‘I guess maybe way back in my head I did.’ (Section 5) 

George kills Lennie knowing 
that it is kinder than him 

being lynched or locked up. 

‘I ought to have shot that dog, myself, George.  I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog.’ (Section 3) 
‘And George raised the gun and steadied it, and he brought the muzzle of it close to the back of Lennie’s head.  The hand shook 
violently, but his face set and his hand steadied.  He pulled the trigger.’ (Section 5) 
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Lennie 

Why is Lennie significant 
to the novel? 

Key quotations Key 
vocabulary 

Lennie is extremely strong, 
possessing great physical 
strength and not realising 

the strength he has. 

‘the way a bear drags his paws’ (Section 1) 
Snorting into the water like a horse (Section 1) 
he’s sure of a hell of a good worker.  Strong as a bull’ (Section 2) 
The next minute Curley was flopping like a fish on a line, and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand. (Section 3) 

strength 
simplicity 
helpless 
doomed 
mentally 

slow 
defenceless 
innocence 
enthusiasm 

childlike 
tactile 

animalistic 
dependent 
immature 
devoted 

naïve 
trusting 
mental 

capacity 
reliant 

lumbering 
inevitability 

ungainly 
excitable 

Lennie suffers from a 
mental / development 

disorder which makes him 
very childlike. 

‘Where we goin’, George?’ (Section 1) 
‘I like beans with ketchup.’ (Section 1) 
‘He’s dumb as hell but he ain’t crazy (Section 3) 
Lennie covered his face with his huge paws and bleated with terror.’ (Section 3) 

 

Lennie looks to George as 
a father / brother figure.  
He is dependent on him. 

‘Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly’ (Section 1) 
‘But not us!  An’ why?  Because…because I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, and that’s why.’ (Section 1) 
‘It ain’t your fault,’ he said…’You done jus’ what I tol’ you to.’  (Section 3) 
‘I been with George a long time.  He’ll come back tonight –‘ But the doubt was too much for him.  (Section 4) 
‘I wisht George was here.  I wisht George was here.’  (Section 4) 

Lennie has moments of 
cleverness or perception. 

‘George, you want I should go away and leave you alone?’ (Section 1) 
Lennie avoided the bait.  He sensed his advantaged.’  (Section 1) 
‘I don’t like this place, George.  This ain’t no good place.  I wanna get outa here.’ (Section 2) 

 

Lennie has no real 
understanding of how 

society works, acceptable 
behaviour and right or 

wrong. 

‘I don’t want no trouble,’ Lennie mourned.  (Section 2) 
Lennie gave a cry of terror.  Blood welled from his nose (Section 3) 
‘You tol’ me to, George,’ he said miserably (Section 3) 
Lennie smiled helplessly in an attempt to make friends. (Section 4) 
‘Why ain’t you wanted?’ (Section 3) 
‘George gonna say I done a bad thing.  He ain’t gonna let me tend no rabbits.’ (Section 5) 
‘Lennie never done it in meanness,’ he said.  ‘All the time he done bad things, but he never done one of ‘em mean.’ (Section 5) 

Lennie’s dream is to have 
rabbits. 

‘Tell about what we’re gonna have in the garden and about the rabbits in the cages…’ (Section 1) 
‘Let’s have different coloured rabbits, George.’ (Section 1) 
‘If I get in any trouble, you ain’t gonna let me tend the rabbits.’ (Section 2) 
‘An’ rabbits,’  Lennie said eagerly.  An’ I’d take care of ‘em.  Tell how I’d do that George.’  (Section 3) 
‘But I get to tend ‘em.  He promised.’  (Section 4) 

Lennie loves to pet nice 
things but he is 

destructive. 

‘I could pet it with my thumb while we walked along.’ (Section 1) 
‘An’ you ain’t gonna do no bad things like you done in Weed, neither.’ (Section 1) 
‘I’d pet ‘em, and pretty soon they bit my fingers and I pinched their heads a little and then they was dead – because they were so 
little.’ (Section 1) 
‘Gosh, she was purty,’ (Section 2) 
‘Dumb bastard like he is, he wants to touch ever’thing he likes.  Just wants to feel it.’  (Section 3) 
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Candy 

Why is Candy significant 
to the novel? 

Key quotations Key 
vocabulary 

Candy’s age and physical 
disability make him one of 
the weakest characters on 

the ranch. 

‘a tall stoop-shouldered old man came in.’ (Section 2) 
‘the old swamper’ (Section 2) 
‘out of the sleeve came a round stick-like wrist, but no hand.’ (Section 2) 
‘He scratched the white stubble whiskers on his cheek nervously.’ (Section 3) 
‘I ain’t much good with on’y one hand.  I lost my hand right here on this ranch.’ (Section 3) 
Old Candy (Section 3) 

hopeless 
gossip 

old 
weak 
aging 

useless 
misery 
brittle 
tragic 

despair 
fate 

crippled 
passive 

desperate 

His dog brings him 
companionship but the 

disposal of the dog 
represents Candy’s own 

fears about being canned 
because of his age. 

‘at his heels there walked a dragfooted sheepdog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes. (Section 2) 
 The dog struggled lamely to the side of the room and lay down, grunting softly to himself and licking his grizzled, moth-
eaten coat.’ (Section 2) 
 ‘the ancient dog walked lamely in through the open door.  He gazed about with mild, half-blind eyes.  He sniffed, and then 
lay down and put his head between his paws.  Curley popped into the doorway again and stood looking into the room.  The 
dog raised his head, but when Curley jerked out, the grizzled head sank to the floor again.’ (Section 2) 
‘Got no teeth,’ he said.  ‘He’s stiff with rheumatism.  He ain’t no good to you, Candy.  An’ he ain’t no good to himself.  
Why’n’t you shoot him, Candy?’ (Section 3) 
‘Yeah.  I had ‘im ever since he was a pup.  God, he was a good sheepdog when he was younger.’ (Section 3) 
Candy said ‘Maybe tomorra.  Le’s wait till tomorra.’ (Section 3) 
Candy lay rigidly on his bed staring at the ceiling.’ 
 ‘They’ll can me purty soon.  Jus’ as soon as I can’t swamp out no bunk houses they’ll put me on the county.’ (Section 3) 
‘When they can me here I wisht somebody’d shoot me.  But they won’t do nothing like that.  I won’t have no place to go, an’ 
I can’t get no more jobs.’ (Section 3) 
“I ought to of shot that dog myself, George.  I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog.” (Section 3) 

Candy loves to gossip about 
the others on the ranch. 

‘Sure. Ya see the stable buck’s a nigger.’ (Section 2) 
‘You was pokin’ your big ears into our business.’ (Section 2) 
The old man looked cautiously at the door to make sure no one was listening.’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley says he’s keepin’ that hand soft for his wife.’ (Section 2) 
‘That’s a dirty thing to tell around.’ (Section 2) 
‘Slim’s a jerkline skinner.  Hell of a nice fella.’ (Section 2) 

Candy sees an opportunity 
with George and Lennie’s 

dream and offers to provide 
money. 

‘Old Candy turned slowly over.  His eyes were wide open.  He watched George carefully.’ (Section 3) 
‘Candy went on excitedly, “How much they want for a place like that?” (Section 3) 
He leaned forward eagerly. ‘S’pose I went in with you guys.  Tha’s three hundred an’ fifty bucks I’d put in.  I ain’t much good, 
but I could cook and tend the chickens and hoe the garden some.’ (Section 3) 
‘Now Candy spoke his greatest fear.  “You an’ me can get that little place, can’t we, George?  You an’ me can go there an’ 
live nice, can’t we, George?  Can’t we?” (Section 5) 
‘He looked helplessly back at Curley’s wife and gradually his sorrow and his anger grew into words.  “You God damn 
tramp,” he said viciously.  “You don’t it, di’n’t you? I s’pose you’re glad. Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up.’ (Section 
5) 

Candy represents the elderly 
in society at this time. 

“they’ll put me on the country.” 
“You seen what they done to my dog tonight?  They says he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else.  When they can me 
here I wisht somebody’d shoot me.  But they won’t do nothing like that.  I won’t have no place to go, an’ I can’t get no more 
jobs.” 
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Curley 

Why is Curley significant 
to the novel? 

Key quotations Key vocabulary 

Curley is the boss’ son.  As 
a result he represents the 
power of the employer in 

society and finds 
enjoyment in reminding the 

men of his superior 
position. 

‘and, like the boss, he wore high-heeled boots.  ‘Seen my old man?’’ (Section 2) 
‘By Christ, he’s gotta talk when he’s spoke to.  What the hell are you getting’ into it for?’ (Section 2) 
‘Well, nex time you answer when you’re spoke to.’ (Section 2) 
‘He just don’t give a damn.  Won’t ever get canned ‘cause his old man’s the boss.’ (Section 2) 
‘Slim don’t need to wear no high-heeled boots on a grain team.’ (Section 2) 
‘Like the old guy says, Curley don’t take no chances.  He always wins.’ (Section 2) 

injustice 
corruption 
menance 

aggressive 
pugnacious 
masculinity 
authoritative 

brags 
power 

confrontational 
mean-spirited 

jealous 
volatile 
conflict 

over-protective 
threatening 
intimidate 
combative 

bitter 
judgemental 

insecure 
antagonistic 

hostile 

Curley is an aggressive 
man, with a reputation as a 

fighter.  He looks for 
excuses for a fight or to 

cause trouble. 

He glanced coldly at George and then at Lennie.  His arms gradually bent at the elbows and his 
hands closed into fists.  He stiffened and went into a slight crouch.  His glance was at once 
calculating and pugnacious.’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley lashed his body around.’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley’s pretty handy.  He done quite a bit in the ring.  He’s a lightweight, and he’s handy.’ (Section 
2) 
‘Curley’s like a lot of little guys.  He hates big guys.  He’s alla time picking scraps with big guys.  Kind 
of like he’s mad at ‘em because he aint a big guy.  You seen little guys like that, ain’t you?  Always 
scrappy?’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley stepped over to Lennie like a terrier.’  (Section 3) 
Curley’s rage exploded. (Section 3) 
He slashed at Lennie with his left, and then smashed down his nose with a right. (Section 3) 
‘I’m gonna get him.  I’m going for my shot gun.  I’ll kill the big son-of-a-bitch myself.’ (Section 5) 

Curley is recently married 
but, although he likes to 

show off about his wife, his 
marriage does not appear 

to be a happy one. 

‘He got married a couple of weeks ago.  Wife lives over the boss’s house.  Seems like Curley is 
cockier’n ever since he got married.’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley says he’s keepin’ that hand soft for his wife.’ (Section 2) 
‘Married two weeks and got the eye?  Maybe that’s why Curley’s pants is full of ants.’ (Section 2) 
‘Well, which way she’d go?’ he demanded at last (Section 2) 
‘Any you guys seen my wife?’ he demanded. (Section 3) 
‘Well, I think Curley’s married…a tart’ (Section 2) 
‘Curley’s face reddened.  ‘I’m goin’,’ he said. (Section 5) 
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Curley’s wife 

Why is Curley’s wife 
significant to the novel? 

Key quotations Key vocabulary 

Curley’s wife is an 
attractive, flirtatious 

woman.  Her sexuality is 
the only real weapon she 
has and the men on the 

ranch are wary of her as a 
result. 

‘Well, I think Curley’s married…a tart.’ (Section 2) 
Both men glanced up, for the rectangle of sunshine in the doorway was cut off…She had full, rouged lips and 
widespaced eyes, heavily made up.  Her fingernails were red.  Her hair hung in little rolled clusters, like 
sausages.  She wore a cotton house dress and red mules, on the insteps of which were little bouquets of red 
ostrich feathers.’ (Section 2) 
‘She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger.  That Curley got his work cut out for him. (Section 3) 
‘Seems like she can’t keep away from guys.’ (Section 3) 

misunderstood 
obedient 

naïve 
stereotypical  
submissive 

lonely 
dissatisfied 

pretty 
seductive 
despair 
hopeful 

mistrusted 
flirtatious 
restless 

self-obsessed 
cruel 

attention-seeking 
insecure 
property 
feminine 

Curley’s wife is recently 
married to Curley.  She is 

given no name and is 
unhappy in her marriage. 

‘Sometimes Curley’s in here,’ she explained (Section 2) 
‘I seen him goin’ in your house.’  She was suddenly apprehensive (Section 2) 
‘Sure I gotta husban’.  You all seen him.  Swell guy, ain’t he?’ (Section 4) 
‘So I married Curley.’ (Section 5) 
‘I don’t like Curley.  He ain’t a nice fella.’ (Section 5) 

Curley’s wife, being the 
only woman on the ranch, 

is very lonely. 

She smiled archly and twitched her body.  ‘Nobody can’t blame a person for lookin’’ (Section 2)  
Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain’t no place for a girl, specially like her.’ (Section 2) 
‘Ranch with a bunch of guys on it ain’t no place for a girl, specially like her.’ (Section 3)  
‘Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once in a while?  Think I like to stick in that house alla time.’ (Section 
4) 
‘Why can’t I talk to you? I never get to talk to nobody.  I get awful lonely.’ (Section 5) 

She has a dream of 
becoming a famous 

actress. 

‘I tell ya I could of went with shows.  Not jus’ one, neither.  An’ a guy tol’ me he could put me in pitchers…’  She 
was breathless with indignation.’ (Section 4) 
‘I coulda made somethin’ of myself.’ (Section 5) 
‘He says he was gonna put me in the movies.  Says I was a natural.  Soon’s he got back to Hollywood he was 
gonna write to me about it…I never got that letter.’ (Section 5) 
‘Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice clothes – all them nice clothes like they wear.’ (Section 5) 

She is vindictive and will 
use the power that her 

status gives her, even if it 
is unfair. 

‘She stood still in the doorway, smiling a little at them, rubbing the nails of one hand with the thumb and 
forefinger of the other.  And her eyes travelled from one face to another.  ‘They left all the weak ones here.’ 
(Section 4) 
‘Well, you keep your place then, Nigger.  I could get you strung upon a tree so easy it ain’t even funny.’ (Section 
4) 

Life has treated Curley’s 
wife unkindly. 

‘And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face.  
She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young.  Now her rouged cheeks and her reddened 
lips made her seem alive and sleeping very lightly.  The curls, tiny little sausa<.ges, were spread on the hay 
behind her head, and her lips were parted.’ (Section 5) 
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Crooks 

Why is Crooks 
significant to the novel? 

Key quotations Key vocabulary 

Crooks is the black stable 
buck who also has a 
crooked back.  He is 

segregated from the other 
men. 

Crooks, the negro stable buck, had his bunk in the harness room; a little shed that leaned off the wall of the 
barn. (Section 4) 
He kept his distance and demanded that other people kept theirs. (Section 4) 
His body was bent over to the left by his crooked spine (Section 4) 
He flexed his muscles against his back and shivered (Section 4) 
Crooks said sharply ‘You got no right to come in my room.’ (Section 4) 
‘I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my room.’ (Section 4) 
‘Cause I’m black.  They play cards in there, but I can’t play because I’m black.  They say I stink.’ (Section 4) 
‘There wasn’t a colored man on this ranch an’ there’s jus’ one family in Soledad.’ (Section 4) 
‘Guys don’t come into a colored man’s room much.  Nobody been here but Slim.’ (Section 4) 
‘They left all the weak ones here.’ (Section 4) 
‘Listen, Nigger,’ she said.  ‘You know what I can do to you if you open your trap?’ (Section 4) 
‘Well, you keep your place then, Nigger.  I could get you strung up on a tree so easy it ain’t even funny.’ 
(Section 4) 

bitter 
hostile 
proud 

independent 
intelligent 

pain 
prejudice 

futility 
indignant 
frustrated 

angry 
helpless 
cynical 

discrimination 
insecure 
bookish 

suspicious 
misery 
mean  

realistic 
sharp-witted 

disempowered 

He is a lonely character 
who spends most of the 

time with his books. 

And he had books, too; a tattered dictionary and a mauled copy of the California civil code for 1905. (Section 4) 
His lean face was lined with deep black wrinkles, and he had thin, pain-tightened lips which were lighter than 
his face. (Section 4) 
‘It’s just the talking.  It’s just bein’ with another guy.’ (Section 4) 
S’pose you didn’t have nobody…A guy needs somebody – to be near him.’ Don’t make no difference who the 
guy is, long’s he’s with you.  I tell ya,’ he cried, ‘I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick.’ (Section 4) 

He is intelligent, good at 
his job and the best at the 

horseshoe game. 

A pair of large, gold-rimmed spectacles hung from a nail.  (Section 4) 
This room was swept and fairly neat, for Crooks was a proud, aloof man. (Section 4). 
His eyes lay deep in his head, and because of their depth seemed to glitter with intensity. (Section 4) 
‘I see hunderds of men come by on the road an’ on the ranches, with their bindles on their back an’ that same 
damn thing in their heads.  Hunderds of them.  They come, an’ they quit an’ go on; an’ every damn one of ‘em’s 
got a little piece of land in his head.  An’ never a God damn one of ‘em ever gets it.’ (Section 4) 
 

Crooks’ confidence is 
fragile. 

‘I said s’pose George went into town tonight and you never heard of him no more.’  Crooks pressed forward 
some kind of private victory. (Section 4) 
Crooks stared hopelessly at her, and then he sat down on his bunk and drew into himself. (Section 4) 
Crooks seemed to grow smaller, and he pressed himself against the wall. (Section 4) 
Crooks had reduced himself to nothing. There was no personality, no ego – nothing to arouse either like or 
dislike.  He said, ‘Yes, ma’am,’ and his voice was toneless (Section 4) 
Crooks seemed to come slowly out of the layers of protection he had put on. (Section 4) 
‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks.  ‘I didn’t mean it.  Jus’ foolin’.  I wouldn’ want to go no place like that.’ (Section 
4) 
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Slim 

Why is Slim significant 
to the novel? 

Key quotations Key vocabulary 

Slim is the unofficial leader 
on the ranch.  He is 
intelligent, wise and 

understanding. 

‘he moved with a majesty only achieved by royalty’ (Section 2) 
‘the prince of the ranch.’ (Section 2) 
‘There was a gravity in his manner and a quiet so profound that all talk stopped when he spoke.  His authority 
was so great that his word was taken on any subject’ (Section 2) 
..and saw the calm, Godlike eyes fastened on him. (Section 3)  
Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law.’ (Section 3)  
‘Candy looked a long time at Slim to try to find some reversal.  And Slim gave him none.  At last Candy said 
softly and hopelessly, “Awright – take ‘im’” (Section 3) 
‘I guess we gotta get ‘im’ (Section 5) 

admired 
respected 

skilful 
importance 

decency 
charismatic 

dignified 
rational 

authority 
empathy 

non-judgemental 
strong 
moral 

masterful 
fair-minded 

justice 
altruistic 

perceptive 
honourable 

Slim is extremely skilled at 
his job. 

‘master craftsmen’ (Section 2) 
Capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty mules with a single line to the leaders.  He was capable of killing a 
fly on the wheeler’s butt with a bull whip without touching the mule.’ (Section 2) 
His hands, large and learn (Section 2) 

He treats everyone with 
respect and is the 
decision-maker. 

His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of 
understanding beyond thought. (Section 2) 
‘Ain’t many guys travel around together,’ he mused.  ‘I don’t know why.  Maybe ever’body in the whole damn 
world is scared of each other.’ (Section 2) 
Slim neither encouraged nor discouraged him.  He just sat back quiet and receptive. (Section 3) 
Slims’ eyes were level and unwinking.  He nodded very slowly. (Section 3) 

Slim is the only man on the 
ranch that Curley respects 

/ is afraid of. 

 Curley said, ‘Well, I didn’t mean nothing, Slim.  I just ast you.’ … ‘I’m jus’ tryin’ to tell you I didn’t mean nothing,’ 
said Curley. (Section 3) 
‘You tried to throw a scare into Slim, an’ you couldn’t make it stick.  Slim throwed a scare inta you.’ (Section 3) 
‘I think you got your hand caught in a machine…’ / ‘I won’t tell’ (Section 3) 
 

He symbolises decency 
and is the conscience of 

the novel. 

He looked kindly at the two in the bunk house (Section 2) 
His voice was very gentle. (Section 2) 
Slim stood up slowly and with dignity. (Section 2) 
‘He’s a nice fella,’ said Slim.  ‘Guy don’t need no sense to be a nice fella.’ (Section 3) 
Slim said, ‘Candy, you can have any one of them pups you want.’ (Section 3) 
‘Candy lay still, staring at the ceiling.  Slim gazed at him for a moment and then looked down at his hands; he 
subdued one hand with the other, and held it down.’ (Section 3) 
Slim said, ‘You hadda, George.  I swear you hadda.’ (Section 5) 
 

 

 

 



FOD2020 
 

The importance of themes 

Dreams 
George has a 
dream to own 
his own ranch. 

George went on. ‘With us it ain’t like 
that.  We got a future.  We got 

somebody to talk to that gives a 
damn about us.’ 

 
Section 1 

‘Someday – we’re gonna get the jack 
together and we’re gonna have a little 
house and a couple of acres an’ a cow 

and some pigs and …’ 
 

Section 1 

 
‘An’ it’d be our own, an’ nobody could can us.’ 

 
Section 

They fell into a silence.  They looked at one another, 
amazed.  This thing they had never really believed in 

was coming true.  George said reverently, “Jesus 
Christ!  I bet we could swing her.”  His eyes were full 
of wonder.  “I bet we could swing her,” he repeated 

softly. 
 

Lennie has his 
own dream to 
tend to the 
rabbits. 

‘I wish’t we’d get the rabbits pretty 
soon, George.  They ain’t so little.’ 

 
Section 1 

‘Tell me – like you done 
before….About the rabbits.’ 

 
Section 1 

‘Let’s have different color rabbits, George.’ 
‘Sure we will,’ George said sleepily.  ‘Red and blue 

and green rabbits, Lennie.  Millions of ‘em.’ 
‘Furry ones, George, like I seen in the fair in 

Sacramento.’ 
 

Section 1 

‘..and from out of Lennie’s head there came a gigantic 
rabbit.  It sat on its haunches in front of him, and it 

waggled its ears and crinkled its nose at him.  And it 
spoke in Lennie’s voice too. 

‘Tend rabbits,’ it said scornfully.  ‘You crazy bastard.  
You ain’t fit to lick the boots of no rabbit.  You’d forget 

‘em and let ‘em go hungry.  That’s what you’d do.’ 
 

Section 6 

Candy and 
Crooks wish 
to be involved 
in the dream. 

‘He looked forward eagerly.  ‘S’pose I 
went in with you guys.  Tha’s three 
hundred an’ fifty bucks I’d put in.  I 

ain’t much good, but I could cook and 
tend the chickens and hoe the 
garden some.  How’d that be?’ 

 
Section 3 

Now Candy spoke his greatest fear.  
‘You an’ me can get that little place, 

can’t we, George?  You an’ me can go 
there an’ live nice, can’t we, George?  

Can’t we?’ 
 

Section 5 

‘If you…guys would want a hand to work for 
nothing – just his keep, why I’d come an’ lend a 

hand.  I ain’t so crippled I can’t work like a son-of-
a-bitch if I want to.’ 

Section 4 

‘Member what I said about hoein’ and doin’ odd jobs?’ 
‘Yeah’ said Candy. ‘I remember’. 

‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks.  ‘I didn’t mean it.  
Jus’ foolin’.  I wouldn’ want to go no place like that.’ 

 
Section 4 

Curley’s wife 
has a dream to 
be an actress 

Seems like they ain’t none of them 
cares how I gotta live.  I tell you I ain’t 
used to livin’ like this.  I coulda made 

somethin’ of myself.’  She said 
darkly, ‘Maybe I will yet.’ 

 
Section 5 

‘Well, a show come through, an’ I met 
one of the actors.  He says I could go 

with that show.  But my ol’ lady 
wouldn’t let me.  She says because I 
was on’y fifteen.  But the guys says I 
coulda.  If I’d went, I wouldn’t be livin’ 

like this, you bet.’ 
 

Section 5 

‘Nother time I met a guy, an’ he was in pitchers.  
Went out to the Riverside Dance Palace with him.  

He says he was gonna put me in the movies.  
Says I was a natural.  Soon’s he got back to 

Hollywood he was gonna write to me about it.’  
She looked closely at Lennie to see whether she 
was impressing him. ‘I never got that letter,’ she 

said.  ‘I always thought my ol’ lady stole it.’ 
 

Section 5 

‘So I married Curley…I don’t like Curley.  He ain’t a 
nice fella.’ 

 
Section 5 

The end of 
dreams 

Crooks was scornful. “I seen 
hunderds of men come by on the 
road an’ on the ranches, with their 
bindles on their back an’ that same 

damn thin in their heads.  Huderds of 
them.  They come, an’ they quit an’ 
go on; an’ every damn one of ‘em’s 
got a little piece of land in his head. 
An’ never a God damn one of ‘em 

ever gets it.’ 
 

Section 4 

Now Candy spoke his greatest fear.  
‘You an’ me can get that little place, 

can’t we, George?  You an’ me can go 
there an’ live nice, can’t we, George?  

Can’t we?’ 
Before George answered, Candy 

dropped his head and looked down at 
the hay.  He knew. 

 
Section 5 

Curley’s wife lay with a half-covering of yellow hay.  
And the meanness and the plannings and the 

discontent and the ache for attention were all gone 
from her face.  She was very pretty and simple, 

and her face was sweet and young. 
 

Section 5 

George said softly, “I think I knowed from the very 
first.  I think I knowed we’d never do her.  He usta like 
to hear about it so much I got to thinking maybe we 

would.” 
 

Section 6 
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Loneliness 
The life of a 
ranch worker is 
lonely or 
isolating. 

‘Guys like us, that work on ranches 
are the loneliest guys in the world.  

They got no family.  They belong no 
place.’ 

 
Section 1 

Against the walls were eight bunks, five 
of them made up with blankets and the 
other three showing their burlap ticking.  

Over each bunk there was nailed an 
apple box with the opening forward so 

that it made two shelves for the 
personal belongings of the occupant.’ 

 
Section 2 

‘Ain’t many guys travel around together,’ he 
mused.  ‘I don’t know why.  Maybe ever’body in 
the whole damn world is scared of each other.’ 

 
Section 2 

 
 
 

 

‘I ain’t got no people,’  George said.  ‘I 
seen the guys that go around on 

ranches alone.  That ain’t no good.  
They don’t have no fun.  After a long 

time they get mean.’ 
 

Section 3 

George, 
although he has 
Lennie, is 
lonely. 

‘I could get along so easy and so nice 
if I didn’t have you on my tail.  I could 
live so easy and maybe have a girl.’ 

 
Section 1 

God, a’mighty, if I was alone I could live 
so easy.  I could go get a job an’ work, 

an’ no trouble.  No mess at all, and 
when the end of the month come I 

could take my fifty bucks and go into 
town and get whatever I want.  Why, I 
could stay in a cat house all night.  I 

could eat any place I want, hotel or any 
place, and order any damn thing I could 

think of.’ 
 

Section 1 

‘Course Lennie’s a God damn nuisance most of 
the time,’ said George. 

 
Section 3 

‘Jesus, seems like I can’t go away for a 
minute.’ 

 
Section 4 

Crooks, the 
stable buck, is 
segregated. 

‘I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and 
you ain’t wanted in my room.’ 

 
Section 5 

 

‘There wasn’t another colored family for 
miles around.  And now there ain’t a 
colored man on this ranch an’ there’s 

jus’ one family in Soledad.’ 
 

‘A guy needs somebody – to be near him.’  He 
whined, ‘A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody.  
Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s 
he’s with you.  I tell ya,’ he cried.  ‘I tell ya a guy 

gets too lonely an’ he gets sick.’ 
 

Section 5 

‘A guy sets alone out here at night, 
maybe readin’ books or thinkin’ or stuff 
like that.  Sometimes he gets thinkin’, 
an’ he got nothing to tell him what’s so 

an’ what ain’t so.’ 
 

Section 5 

Curley’s wife, as 
the only woman 
on the ranch, is 
lonely. 

‘Think I don’t like to talk to somebody 
ever’ once in a while?  Think I like to 

stick in that house alla time?’ 

‘Sat’iday night.  Ever’body out doin’ 
som’pin.  Ever’body!  An’ what am I 

doin’?  Standin’ here talkin’ to a bunch 
of bindle stiffs…an’ likin’ it because 

they ain’t nobody else.’ 
 

Section 5 

‘Why can’t I talk to you?  I never get to talk to 
nobody.  I get awful lonely.’ 

 
Section 5 

‘I get lonely,’ she said.  ‘You can talk to 
people, but I can’t talk to nobody but 

Curley.  Else he gets made.  How’d you 
like not to talk to anybody?’ 

 
Section 5 

Reaching out for 
companionship 
ends in bitter 
disappointment. 

‘Member what I said about hoein’ and 
doin’ odd jobs?’ 

‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks.  ‘I 
didn’ mean it.  Jus’ foolin.’  I wouldn’ 

want to go no place like that.’ 
 

Section 4 

And Lennie said softly to the puppy, 
‘Why do you got to get killed?  You ain’t 

so little as mice.  I didn’t bounce you 
hard.’ 

 
Section 5 

Now Candy spoke his greatest fear.  ‘You an’ me 
can get that little place, can’t we, George?  You 

an’ me can go there an’ live nice, can’t we, 
George?  Can’t we?’ 

 
Section 5 

She struggled violently under his 
hands.  Her feet battered on the hay 
and she writhed to be free; and from 
under Lennie’s hand came a muffled 

screaming. 
 

Section 5 
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Friendship 
George and 
Lennie have a 
symbiotic 
relationship. 

‘With us it ain’t like that.  We got 
a future.  We got somebody to 
talk to that gives a damn about 

us.’ 
 

Section 1 

‘We kinda look after each other.’ 
 

Section 2 

‘It’s a lot nicer to go around with a guy you 
know.’ 

 
Section 2 

‘He’s dumb as hell, but he ain’t 
crazy.  An’ I ain’t so bright neither, 
or I wouldn’t be buckin’ barley for 

my fifty and found.’ 
 

Section 3 

People on the 
ranch are 
suspicious of 
the friendship 
between 
George and 
Lennie 

‘I said what stake you got in this 
guy?  You takin’ his pay away 

from him?’ 
 

Section 2 

‘Ain’t many guys travel around 
together,’ he mused.  ‘I don’t 

know why.  Maybe ever’body in 
the whole damn world is scared of 

each other.’ 
 

Section 2 

‘Hardly none of the guys ever travel 
together.  I hardly never seen two guys 

travel together.  You know how the hands 
are, they just come in and get their bunk 

and work a month, and then they quit and 
go out alone.  Never seem to give a damn 
about nobody.  It jus’ seems kinda funny a 
cuckoo like him and a smart little guy like 

you travelin’ together.’ 
 

Section 3 

‘I said s’pose George went into 
town tonight and you never heard 
of him no more.’  Crooks pressed 

forward some kind of private 
victory.  ‘Just s’pose that,’ he 

repeated. 
 

Section 4 

Candy’s dog is 
his greatest 
companion. 

‘Yeah. I had ‘im ever since he 
was a pup.’ 

 
Section 2 

‘I been around him so much I 
never notice how he stinks.’ 

 
Section 3 

 

At last Candy said softly and hopelessly, 
‘Awright – take ‘im.’  He did not look down 
at the dog at all.  He lay back on his bunk 

and crossed his arms behind his head 
and stared at the ceiling. 

 
Section 3 

‘I ought to of shot that dog myself, 
George.  I shouldn’t ought to of let 

no stranger shoot my dog.’ 
 

Section 3 

The desire for 
friendship. 

‘Ain’t many guys travel around 
together,’ he mused.  ‘I don’t 

know why.   
 

Section 2 

Candy interrupted him, ‘I’d make 
a will an’ leave my share to you 
guys in case I kick off, ‘cause I 

ain’t got no relatives nor nothing.’ 
 

Section 3 

‘I never seen a guy really do it,’ he said.  ‘I 
seen guys nearly crazy with loneliness for 

land, but ever’ time a whore house or a 
blackjack game took what it takes.’  He 
hesitated. ‘…If you…guys would want a 
hand to work for nothing – just his keep, 

why I’d come an’ lend a hand.’ 
 

Section 4 

‘But mine is soft and fine.  ‘Course 
I brush it a lot.  That makes it fine.  
Here – feel right here.’  She took 
Lennie’s hand and put it on her 

head.  ‘Feel right aroun’ there an’ 
see how soft it is.’ 

 
Section 5 

The end of 
friendships or 
possible 
friendships 

For a moment he continued to 
stare at the ceiling.  Then he 

rolled slowly over and faced the 
wall and lay silent. 

 
Section 3 

‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks.  
‘I didn’ mean it.  Jus’ foolin’.  I 

wouldn’t want to go no place like 
that.’ 

 
Section 4 

And when they were gone, Candy 
squatted down in the hay and watched the 

face of Curley’s wife. ‘Poor bastard,’ he 
said softly. 

 
Section 5 

But George sat stiffly on the bank 
and looked at his right hand that 

had thrown the gun away. 
 

Section 6 
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Settings 
The Salinas 
River at the 
start 

A few mouths south of Soledad, the 
Salinas River drops in close to the 

hillside bank and runs deep and green. 
 

Section 1 

The water is warm too, for it has slipped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the 
sunlight before reaching the narrow 

pool. 
 

Section 1 

On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes 
curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan 

mountains 
 

Section 1 

Willows fresh and green with every 
spring 

 
Section 1 

 

The natural 
world 

..a lizard makes a great skittering if he 
runs among them. 

 
Section 1 

 

Rabbits come out of the brush to sit on 
the sand in the evening. 

 
Section 1 

The damp flats are covered with the night tracks 
of ‘coons, and with the spread pads of dogs from 
the ranches, and with the split-wedge tracks of 

deer that come to drink in the dark. 
 

Section 1 

The rabbits sat as quietly as little gray, 
sculptured stones. 

 
Section 1 

Man’s 
destruction of 
nature 

A path beaten hard by boys coming 
down from the ranches to swim in the 
deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps 

who come wearily down from the 
highway in the evening to jungle-up 

near water. 
 

Section 1 

…there is an ash pile made by many 
fires; the limb is worn smooth by men 

who have sat on it. 
 

Section 1 

The rabbit hurried noiselessly for cover. 
 

Section 1 

A stilted heron labored up into the air and 
pounded down river. 

 
Section 1 

The 
bunkhouse 

The bunkhouse was a long, 
rectangular building….In three walls 
there were small, square windows.. 

 
Section 2 

Inside the walls were whitewashed and 
the floor unpainted. 

 
Section 2 

Against the walls were eight bunks…over each 
bunk there was nailed an apple box with the 

opening forward so that it made two shelves for 
the personal belongings of the occupant of the 

bunk. 
 

Section 2 

Near one wall there was a black cast-iron 
stove, its stove pipe going straight up 

through the ceiling.  In the middle of the 
room stood a big square table littered 
with playing cards, and around it were 
grouped boxes for the players to sit on. 

 
Section 2 

Crooks’ room. ..a little shed that leaned off the wall of 
the barn. 

 
Section 4 

Crooks’ bunk was a long box filled with 
straw, on which his blankets were flung. 

 
Section 4 

On the wall by the window there were pegs on 
which hung broken harness in process of being 
mended; strips of new leather; and under the 
window itself a little bench for leather working 

tools.. 
 

Section 4 

And scattered about the floor were a 
number of personal possessions; for, 
being alone, Crooks could leave his 

things about 
 

Section 4 

The Salinas 
River at the 
end 

The deep green pool of the Salinas 
River was still in the late afternoon.   

 
Section 6 

A water snake glided smoothly up the 
pool, twisting its periscope head from 
side to side; and it swam the length of 

the pool and came to the legs of a 
motionless heron that stood in the 
shallows.  A silent head and beak 

lanced down and plucked it out by the 
head, and the beak swallowed the little 

snake while its tail waved frantically. 
 

Section 6 

A far rush of wind sounded and a gust drove 
through the tops of the trees like a wave. 

 
Section 6 

Suddenly Lennie appeared out of the 
brush, and he came as silently as a 
creeping bear moves.  The heron 

pounded the air with its wings, jacked 
itself clear of the water and flew off down 
the river.  The little snake slid in among 

the reeds at the pool’s side. 
 

Section 6 
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Power 
Lennie’s 
Physical 
power 

Behind him walked his opposite, a 
huge man, shapeless of face, with 
large, pale eyes, with wide, sloping 
shoulders; and he walked heavily, 
dragging his feet a little, the way a 

bear drags his paws. 
 

Section 1 

The next minute Curley was flopping 
like a fish on a line, and his closed fist 

was lost in Lennie’s big hand…and 
still Lennie held on to the closed fist. 

 
Section 3 

‘Why do you got to get killed?  You ain’t so 
little as mice.  I didn’t bounce you hard.’ 

 
Section 5 

‘Don’t you go yellin’, he said, and he 
shook her; and her body flopped like a 
fish.  And then she was still, for Lennie 

had broken her neck. 
 

Section 5 

Curley’s 
physical 
aggressive 
power 

‘Curley’s pretty handy.  He done 
quite a bit in the ring. He’s a 
lightweight and he’s handy.’ 

 
Section 2 

Curley stepped over to Lennie like a 
terrier. 

 
Section 3 

He slashed at Lennie with his left, and then 
smashed down his nose with a right. 

 
Section 3 

‘I’m gonna get him.  I’m going for my 
shotgun.  I’ll kill the son-of-a-bitch 
myself.  I’ll shoot ‘im in the guts.’ 

 
Section 5 

The power of 
hierarchy 

The boss stepped into the room with 
the short, quick steps of a fat-legged 
man.  ‘I wrote Murray and Ready I 
wanted two men this morning.  You 

got your work slips?’ 
 

Section 2 

‘By Christ, he’s gotta talk when he’s 
spoke to.  What the hell are you 

gettin’ into it for? 
 

Section 2 

…he moved with a majesty only achieved by 
royalty and master craftsmen.  He was a 
jerkline skinner, the prince of the ranch, 

capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty 
mules.’ 

 
Section 2 

 
‘I think you got your han’ caught in a machine.  

If you don’t tell nobody what happened, we 
ain’t going to.  But you jus’ tell an’ try to get this 

guy canned and we’ll tell ever’body an’ then 
will you get the laugh.’ 

 
Section 3 

‘Well, you keep your place then, 
Nigger.  I could get you strung on a 

tree so easy it ain’t even funny.’ 
 

Section 4 

The power of 
seduction 

She had full, rouged lips and wide-
spaced eyes, heavily made up.  Her 

fingernails were red. 
 

Section 2 

‘Oh!’  She put her hands behind her 
back and leaned against the door 
frame so that her body was thrown 

forward. 
 

Section 2 

Looking in was Curley’s wife.  Her face was 
heavily made up.  Her lips were slightly parted. 

 
Section 4 

She looked closely at Lennie to see if 
she was impressing him…she moved 

closer to him and she spoke 
soothingly…And because she had 

confided in him, she moved closer to 
Lennie. 

 
Section 5 

The power of 
freedom 

‘And when it rains in the winter, we’ll 
just say the hell with goin’ to work, 
and we’ll build up a fire in the stove 

and set around it an’ listen to the rain 
comin’ down on the roof.’ 

 
Section 1 

‘There wouldn’t be no more runnin’ 
round the country and getting’ fed by 
a Jap cook.  No, sire, we’d have our 
own place where we belonged and 

not sleep in no bunk house.’ 
 

Section 3 

He leaned forward eagerly.  ‘S’pose I went in 
with you guys.  Tha’s three hunderd an’ fifty 

bucks I’d put in.  I ain’t much good, but I could 
cook and tend the chicked and hoe the garden 

some.’ 
 

Section 3 
 

He hesitated.  ‘…If you…guys would 
want a hand to work for nothing – just 

his keep, why I’d come an’ lend a 
hand.  I ain’t so crippled I can’t work 

like a son-of-a-bitch if I want to.’ 
 

Section 4 
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Violence 
Physical 
violence 

He slashed at Lennie with his left, 
and then smashed down his nose 

with a right. 
 

Section 3 

‘The way I’d shoot him, he wouldn’t 
feel nothing.  I’d put the gun right 

there.’  He pointed with his toe. ‘Right 
back of the head.  He wouldn’t even 

quiver.’ 
 

Section 3 

‘Don’t you go yellin’, he said, and he shook 
her; and her body flopped like a fish.  And then 
she was still, for Lennie had broken her neck. 

 
Section 5 

And George raised the gun and 
steadied it, and he brought the muzzle 
of it close to the back of Lennie’s head.  
The hand shook violently, but his face 
set and his hand steadied.  He pulled 

the trigger…Lennie jarred 
 

Section 6 

The guilt of 
violence 

Lennie looked at it for a long time, 
and then he put out his huge hand 
and stroked it, stroked it clear from 
one end to the other.  And Lennie 

said softly to the puppy, ‘Why do you 
got to get killed?’ 

 
Section 5 

‘I don’t want ta hurt you,’ he said, ‘but 
George’ll be mad if you yell.’  When 
she didn’t answer nor move he bent 
closely over her.  He lifted her arm 
and let it drop.  For a moment he 

seemed bewiledered.  And then he 
whispered in fright, ‘I done a bad 
thing.  I done another bad thing.’ 

 
Section 5 

Carlson reached under his bunk and brought 
out his bag.  He didn’t look at old Candy, who 

still faced the wall.  Carlson found a little 
cleaning rod in the bag and a can of oil. 

 
Section 3 

George shivered and looked at the 
gun, and then he threw it from 

him…But George sat stiffly on the 
bank and looked at his right hand that 

had thrown the gun away. 
 

Section 6 

Emotional and 
psychological 
violence 

‘I wisht I could put you in a cage with 
about a million mice an’ let you have 

your fun.’  His anger left him 
suddenly.  He looked across the fire 
at Lennie’s anguished face, and then 
he looked ashamedly at the flames. 

 
Section 1 

‘Used to play jokes on ‘im cause he 
was too dumb to take care of 

‘imself…Why he’d do any damn thing 
I tol’ him…He damn near drowned 

before we could get him.’ 
 

Section 3 

Crooks face lighted with pleasure in his torture.  
‘Nobody can’t tell what a guy’ll do,’ he 

observed calmly. 
 

Section 4 

‘Well, you keep your place then, 
Nigger.  I could get you strung on a 

tree so easy it ain’t even funny.’ 
 

Section 4 

Death is a big 
part of life. 

‘I ain’t takin’ it away jus’ for 
meanness.  That mouse ain’t fresh, 
Lennie; and besides, you’ve broke it 

pettin’ it.’ 
 

Section 1 

A shot sounded in the distance.  The 
men looked quickly at the old man. 

 
Section 3 

‘Don’t you go yellin’, he said, and he shook 
her; and her body flopped like a fish.  And then 
she was still, for Lennie had broken her neck. 

 
Section 5 

A water snake glided smoothly up the 
pool, twisting its periscope head from 
side to side; and it swam the length of 

the pool and came to the legs of a 
motionless heron that stood in the 
shallows.  A silent head and beak 

lanced down and plucked it out by the 
head, and the beak swallowed the little 

snake while its tail waved frantically. 
 

Section 6 

Death ends 
everyone’s 
dreams. 

Lennie begged, ‘Le’s do it now.  Le’s 
get that place now.’ 

‘Sure, right now.  I gotta.  We gotta.’ 
And George raised the gun… 

 
Section 6 

Curley’s wife lay with a half-covering 
of yellow hay.  And the meanness and 
the plannings and the discontent and 
the ache for attention were all gone 

from her face. 
 

Section 5 

Now Candy spoke his greatest fear.  ‘You an’ 
me can get that little place, can’t we, George?  

You an’ me can go there an’ live nice, can’t 
we, George?  Can’t we?’ 

Before George answered, Candy dropped his 
head and looked down at the hay.  He knew. 

 
Section 5 

The crash of the shot rolled up the hills 
and rolled down again.  Lennie jarred, 
and then settled slowly forward to the 

sand, and he lay without quivering. 
 

Section 6 
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Prejudice and discrimination 
The way in 
which the 
ranch workers 
are treated 

…the walls were whitewashed and the 
floor unpainted. 

 
Section 2 

‘Says ‘positively kills lice, roaches, and 
other scourges.’  What the hell kind of 
bed you giving us, anyways.  We don’t 

want no pants rabbits.’ 
 

Section 2 

‘All right.  But don’t try put nothing over, ‘cause 
you can’t get away with nothing.  I seen wise 

guys before.  Go on out with the grain teams after 
dinner.’ 

 
Section 2 

 
‘Well, nex’ time you answer when you’re spoke 

to.’ 
 

Section 2 

‘They’ll can me purty soon.  Jus’ as soon 
as I can’t swamp out no bunk houses 

they’ll put me on the county.’ 
 

Section 3 

Prejudice 
towards 
Lennie 

‘If I was a relative of yours I’d shoot 
myself.’ 

 
Section 2 

His eyes passed over the new men and 
he stopped.  He glanced coldly at 

George and then at Lennie.  His arms 
gradually bent at the elbows and his 
hands closed into fists.  He stiffened 
and went into a slight crouch.  His 
glance was at once calculating and 

pugnacious. 
 

Section 2 

‘Used to play jokes on ‘im cause he was too 
dumb to take care of ‘imself…Why he’d do any 
damn thing I tol’ him…He damn near drowned 

before we could get him.’ 
 

Section 3 

‘A guy can talk to you an’ be sure you 
won’t go blabbin’…George knows what 

he’s about.  Jus’ talks, an’ you don’t 
understand nothing.’  He leaned forward 

excitedly. 
 

Section 4 

Crooks is 
treated badly. 

They let the nigger come in that night.  
Little skinner name of Smitty took after 

the nigger.  Done pretty good, too.  
The guys wouldn’t let him use his feet, 

so the nigger got him.  If he coulda 
used his feet, Smitty says he would 
killed the nigger.  The guys said on 

account of the nigger’s got a crooked 
back, Smitty can’t use his feet. 

 
Section 2 

‘I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and 
you ain’t wanted in my room.’ 

 
Section 4 

‘Cause I’m black.  They play cards in there, but I 
can’t play because I’m black.  They say I stink.  

Well, I tell you, you all of you stink to me.’ 
 

Section 4 
 

‘Well, you keep your place then, Nigger.  
I could get you strung on a tree so easy it 

ain’t even funny.’ 
 

Section 4 

People on the 
ranch have no 
respect for 
their elders. 

‘They’ll can me purty soon.  Jus’ as 
soon as I can’t swamp out no bunk 

houses they’ll put me on the county.’ 
 

Section 3 

‘Well, looka here, Slim.  I been thinkin’.  
That dog of Candy’s is so God damn old 

he can’t hardly walk.  Stinks like hell, 
too.  Ever’ time he comes into the bunk 

house I can smell him for two, three 
days.  Why’n’ you get Candy to shoot 
his old dog and give him one of the 

pups to raise up? 
 

Section 3 

Carlson reached under his bunk and brought out 
his bag.  He didn’t look at old Candy, who still 

faced the wall.  Carlson found a little cleaning rod 
in the bag and a can of oil. 

 
Section 3 

‘Standin’ here talkin’ to a bunch of bindle 
stiffs – a nigger an’ a dum dum, and a 

lousy ol’ sheep’ 
 

Section 4 

Curley’s wife 
is isolated. 

‘Well, I think Curley’s married…a tart.’ 
‘Jesus, what a tramp.’ 

Section 2 

‘Funny thing’, she said.  ‘If I catch any 
one man, and he’s alone, I get along 
fine with him.  But just let two of the 
guys get together an’ you won’t talk.  

Jus’ nothing but mad.’ 
Section 4 

‘Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once 
in a while?  Think I like to stick in that house alla 

time?’ 
 

Section 4 

‘Sure I gotta husband.  You all seen him.  
Swell guy, ain he?  Spends all his time 
sayin’ what he’s gonna do to guys he 
don’t like, and he don’t like nobody.’ 

 
Section 4 
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Women 
Curley’s wife ‘Well, I think Curley’s married…a 

tart.’ 
‘Jesus, what a tramp.’ 

Section 2 

‘Funny thing’, she said.  ‘If I catch 
any one man, and he’s alone, I get 
along fine with him.  But just let two 

of the guys get together an’ you 
won’t talk.  Jus’ nothing but mad.’ 

 
Section 4 

‘Think I don’t like to talk 
to somebody ever’ 

once in a while?  Think 
I like to stick in that 
house alla time?’ 

 
Section 4 

‘Well, I wasn’t going to 
stay no place where I 

couldn’t get nowhere or 
make something of 

myself…so I married 
Curley’ 

 
Section 5 

‘Well I ain’t told this to nobody 
before…I don’t like Curley.  He ain’t a 

nice fella.’ 
 

Section 5 

Lennie’s Aunt 
Clara 

George scoffed.  ‘Lady, huh?  Don’t 
even remember who that lady was.  
That was your own Aunt Clara.  An’ 

she stopped givin’ em to ya.’ 
 

Section 1 

‘Him and me both born in Auburn.  I 
knowed his Aunt Clara.  She took him 
when he was a baby and raised him 

up.  When his Aunt Clara died, Lennie 
just come along with me out workin’. 

 
Section 3 

And then from out of Lennie’s head there came 
a little fat old woman.  She wore thick bull’s 
eye-glasses and she wore a huge gingham 

apron with pockets, and she was starched and 
clean. 

 
Section 6 

‘You never give a thought to George,’ 
she went on in Lennie’s voice.  ‘He 

been doin’ nice things for you alla time.  
When he got a piece a pie you always 
got half or more’n half.  An’ if they was 

any ketchup, why he’d give it all to 
you.’ 

 
Section 6 

Susy in 
Soledad 

‘We go in to old Susy’s place.  Hell 
of a nice place.  Old Susy’s a laugh 

– always crackin’ jokes.’ 
 

‘whorehouse’ 
 

Section 3 

She never talks dirty, neither.  Got 
five girls there.’ 

 
Section 3 

‘An Susy says, ‘I know what you boys want,’ 
she says.  ‘My girls is clean,’ she says, ‘an’ 
there ain’t no water in my whisky,’ she says. 

 
Section 3 

‘There’s guys around here walkin’ bow 
legged ‘cause they like to look at a 

kewpie doll lamp.’ 
 

Section 3 

The men and 
women don’t 
understand 
each other. 

‘She’s a rattrap if ever I seen one’ 
 

Section 2 

‘Well, that glove’s fulla vaseline.’ 
 

‘Curley says he’s keepin’ that hand 
soft for his wife.’ 

 
Section 2 

If you had two bits in the worl’, why you’d be in 
getting’ two shots of corn with it and suckin’ the 

bottom of the glass.’ 
 

Section 4 

‘Think I don’t like to talk to somebody 
ever’ once in a while?  Think I like to 

stick in that house alla time?’ 
 

Section 4 
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Exam-Style Questions: Planning 

Research has proven that pupils who plan do on average one grade better than those who 
don’t.  You are fortunate to be in a position in which you know you will receive both a 
character question and a thematic question.  Pre-populating grids, like the ones below, will 
help you to consider your main arguments and ideas in response to key questions.   
 

Character based questions 

1. Explore how George is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of 

the novel in your answer.  

Introduction:  
Who is George?  What is his role in 
the novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 What links to context can you make? 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
George’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
George’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
George’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
George’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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2. Explore how Lennie is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of 

the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Lennie?  What is his role in 
the novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Lennie’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
Lennie’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
Lennie’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
Lennie’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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3. Explore how Candy is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Candy?  What is his role in 
the novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Candy’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
Candy’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
Candy’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
Candy’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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4. Explore how Curley is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of 

the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Curley?  What is his role in 
the novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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5. Explore how Curley’s wife is presented across the novel.  You must consider the 

context of the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Curley’s wife?  What is his 
role in the novella?  What is she 
symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s wife’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s wife’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s wife’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
Curley’s wife’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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6. Explore how Crooks is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of 

the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Crooks?  What is his role in 
the novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
Crooks’ character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
Crooks’ character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
Crooks’ character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
Crooks’ character 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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7. Explore how Slim is presented across the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
Who is Slim?  What is his role in the 
novella?  What is he symbolic of? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of Slim’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of Slim’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of Slim’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of Slim’s 
character across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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Thematic questions 

1. Explore the theme of loneliness in the novel. You must consider the context of the novel 

in your answer. 

Introduction:  
What does it mean to be lonely?  
How does the theme of loneliness 
feature in Of Mice and Men?  How is 
this relevant at the time of writing?  
Why is it a significant theme? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
loneliness 
 across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
loneliness 
 across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
loneliness across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
loneliness across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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2. Explore the theme of friendship in the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
What does the term ‘friendship’ 
mean?  How does the theme of 
friendship feature in Of Mice and 
Men?  Why is it relevant during this 
time period and why is it, therefore, a 
significant theme? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
friendship 
 across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
friendship across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
friendship across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotations: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
loneliness across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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3. Explore the theme of dreams in the novel.  You must consider the context of the novel in 

your answer. 

Introduction:  
What are dreams?  How does the 
theme of dreams appear in Of Mice 
and Men?  Why was this significant at 
the time and, therefore why is it a 
significant theme within the novella? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
dreams across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
dreams across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
dreams across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
dreams across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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4. Explore the theme of power in the novel.  You must consider the context of the novel in 

your answer. 

Introduction:  
What does the term ‘power’ mean?  
How does the theme of power appear 
in Of Mice and Men?  Why was this 
significant at the time and, therefore, 
why is it a significant theme within the 
novella? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of power 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of power 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of power 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
dreams across the 
novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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5. Explore how gender is presented in the novel.  You must consider the context of the 

novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
What is gender? How does the theme 
of gender appear in Of Mice and 
Men?  Why was this significant at the 
time and, therefore, why is it a 
significant theme within the novella? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of gender 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of gender 
 across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of gender 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of gender 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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6. Explore how the life of ranch workers are presented across the novel.  You must 

consider the context of the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
What did it mean to be a ranch 
worker? How does this appear in Of 
Mice and Men?  Why was this 
significant at the time and, therefore, 
why is it a significant theme within the 
novella? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 

What is your first 
argument about the 
life of ranch workers 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
life of ranch workers 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
life of ranch workers 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
life of ranch workers 
across the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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7. Explore how discrimination is presented in the novel.  You must consider the context of 

the novel in your answer. 

Introduction:  
What is race? How does the theme of 
race appear in Of Mice and Men?  
Why was this significant at the time 
and, therefore, why is it a significant 
theme within the novella? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Link to context 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your first 
argument about the 
significance of 
discrimination across 
the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your second 
argument about the 
significance of 
discrimination across 
the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your third 
argument about the 
significance of 
discrimination across 
the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Point and 
quotation/s: 
What is your fourth 
argument about the 
significance of 
discrimination across 
the novella? 
 
X2 quotations 
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Writing an effective analytical paragraph of writing 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb 
within topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about the 
character, theme or situation? 
Why is this significant in 
authorial purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the 
novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be 
repeated 2-3 times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, 
concise and apt. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT – Lennie and George have a parent 
child relationship 
 
 
HOW – textual reference 
WHY – inference 
 
HOW – textual reference 
WHY – inference 
 
WHY – link to context 
 
 
WHY – significance – authorial purpose 
 
 
WHY – link to context 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT – development of argument 
 
WHY – link to context 
 
 
 
HOW – textual reference 
 
 
WHY – inference 
 
HOW – textual reference 
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Deliberate practice: Analytical paragraphs of writing 
 

1. Write one analytical paragraph on the character of Slim with a focus on how he is respected 
on the ranch. 
 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb within 
topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about Slim as 
a result? 
Why is this significant in authorial 
purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be repeated 2-3 
times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, concise 
and apt. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Write one analytical paragraph on the character of Lennie with a focus on how he is 
childlike. 
 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb within 
topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about Lennie 
as a result? 
Why is this significant in authorial 
purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be repeated 2-3 
times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, concise 
and apt. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Write one analytical paragraph on the character of Candy with a focus on his relationship 
with his dog. 
 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb within 
topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about Candy 
as a result? 
Why is this significant in authorial 
purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be repeated 2-3 
times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, concise 
and apt. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Write one analytical paragraph on the theme of friendship with a focus on how George and 
Lennie’s relationship is unique and special. 
 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb within 
topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about George 
and Lennie as a result? 
Why is this significant in authorial 
purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be repeated 2-3 
times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, concise 
and apt. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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5. Write one analytical paragraph on discrimination with a focus on how Curley’s wife is 
discriminated against as the only woman on the ranch. 
 

What is your argument? 
Articulate this through a topic 
sentence. 
Use an evaluative adverb within 
topic sentence. 

How is this evidenced? 
Make your textual reference. 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is this significant? 
What can we infer about Curley’s 
wife as a result? 
Why is this significant in authorial 
purpose? 
Why is this relevant and 
reflective to the social and 
historical backdrop of the novel? 

 To get a level 4 – the how and why sections should be repeated 2-3 
times per argument. 
 
To get a level 5 – your quotation choices should be short, concise 
and apt. 
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Revision checklist 

 Know the novella inside out: self-quiz on the different sections of the novella 

 Revise the key characters: Lennie, Slim, Candy, Curley’s wife, Crooks, Curley, George by 

filling in the planning grids.  Be clear on the character at the start of the novella, the middle 

of the novella and by the end. 

 Revise the key themes: Friendship, Gender, discrimination, loneliness, dreams, power, 

violence, settings, authority, animals.  My advice would be to focus on how these themes 

are relevant and significant for the key characters.  Use the planning grids to jot down your 

ideas. 

 Learn your key quotations: use Quizlet to help you with this. 

 Know your context: use the self-quizzing questions to revise key contextual details  

 Know what constitutes a good response: read through the exemplar responses and use 

these to help develop your own writing.  Complete the deliberate practice on writing 

introductions and analytical writing. 

 Write responses: your teacher will be more than happy to write any essays you do.  

Where possible, try to time yourself to ensure you can write under pressure! 

 

Wider reading 

1. Of Mice and Men and the Death Penalty, by Barbara A Heavilin  

An essay exploring the author’s intentions behind the deaths in Of Mice and Men and how they 

remain relevant to modern society. 

Available from: http://www.steinbecknow.com/2016/08/29/supreme-court-of-mice-and-men-

death-penalty-literary-criticism/ 

2. Of Mice and Men – Critical Reception, San Jose State University  

 

Details regarding how the novel has been received by critics and readers. (Site also includes 

useful links to more general information about characters, setting, plot synopsis, cultural 

references and key terms/concepts.) 

Available from: http://sits.sjsu.edu/curriculum-resources/of-mice-and-men/critical-reception/  

3. I’m not a tart: the feminist subtext of Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, by Leighton Meester 

 

An unusual insight into the character of Curley’s wife from the perspective of an actress playing 

her in a stage adaptation of the novel, exploring the treatment of Curley’s wife by other 

characters, readers and audience members. 

Available from: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/leighton-meester/im-not-a-tart-the-

feminis_b_5587422.html  

 

4. “The Luce Letter” by John Steinbeck.  

http://www.steinbecknow.com/2016/08/29/supreme-court-of-mice-and-men-death-penalty-literary-criticism/
http://www.steinbecknow.com/2016/08/29/supreme-court-of-mice-and-men-death-penalty-literary-criticism/
http://sits.sjsu.edu/curriculum-resources/of-mice-and-men/critical-reception/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/leighton-meester/im-not-a-tart-the-feminis_b_5587422.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/leighton-meester/im-not-a-tart-the-feminis_b_5587422.html
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The original text of a letter written by John Steinbeck himself to an actress playing Curley’s wife 

in a 1938 stage adaptation. Steinbeck describes, in detail, the real girl upon whom the 

character is based, in order to further the actress’s perspective.  

 

Available from: http://velvetblory.co.uk/post/11076202092/steinbecks-letter  

 

5. Naturalism and Friendship in Of Mice and Men, Fredrik Eliasson 

 

A challenging but informative critical perspective on the novel, considering historical context 

and major themes.  

 

Available from: https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/25013/1/gupea_2077_25013_1.pdf  

 

6. An Overview of Of Mice and Men, Kevin Attell 

 

An informative overview touching exploring literary influences, themes and characters. 

 

Available from: http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/17694  

 

7. Of Mice and Men: Form and Content, C. Lynn Munrow 

 

An exploration of the principal characters, setting and themes with analysis of literary form.  

Available from: http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/17694  

8. Of Mice and Men: America’s Mirror of Fallibilities, C. Conway Bellone Jr. 

 

An insightful exploration of how Steinbeck’s novel reflects the mistakes made by American 

Society in the 1930s.  

 

Available from: http://fictionsoutheast.org/of-mice-and-men-americas-mirror-of-fallibilities/  

 

9. Gender in Of Mice and Men, Mark Spilka 

 

A challenging and detailed exploration of how Steinbeck presents gender roles in Of Mice and 

Men.  

 

Available from: 

http://ahsresearch.wikispaces.com/file/view/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%

20Men.pdf/597632938/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf  

 

10. Disability in Of Mice and Men, Unknown Author 

 

An in-depth exploration of the history of society’s attitudes to the disabled with links to the 

character of Lennie.  

 

Available from: https://madameanglaise.wordpress.com/2016/02/07/disability-in-of-mice-and-

men/ 

http://velvetblory.co.uk/post/11076202092/steinbecks-letter
https://gupea.ub.gu.se/bitstream/2077/25013/1/gupea_2077_25013_1.pdf
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/17694
http://www.sewanhaka.k12.ny.us/Page/17694
http://fictionsoutheast.org/of-mice-and-men-americas-mirror-of-fallibilities/
http://ahsresearch.wikispaces.com/file/view/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf/597632938/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf
http://ahsresearch.wikispaces.com/file/view/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf/597632938/Spilka%20Gender%20in%20Of%20Mice%20and%20Men.pdf
https://madameanglaise.wordpress.com/2016/02/07/disability-in-of-mice-and-men/
https://madameanglaise.wordpress.com/2016/02/07/disability-in-of-mice-and-men/

